“Aeneas is an unsatisfactory hero.” Discuss:

· Aeneas is a satisfactory hero in Virgil’s Aeneid.

· Excellence in the spheres of debate and action was the hallmark of the Homeric hero (words and deeds). 

· Virgil wrote the Aeneid to imitate Homer’s epics. As such he wanted to create a hero of epic proportions comparable to Homers heroes. Virgil succeeded in doing so and Aeneas is undoubtedly a satisfactory hero of epic proportion.
Aeneas is a satisfactory hero for the following reasons:
1. He is pious.

2. He leaves Dido (patriotism).
3. He endures many hardships and sufferings.
4. He is a good and generous leader.
5. He is a brave and formidable warrior (deeds).
6. He is a good orator.
1.   Aeneas’ piety:
· Aeneas is renowned for his piety (pietas). He shows piety towards his family, his followers and country and the Gods. 
· When Aeneas introduced himself to Venus, who was disguised as a Spartan girl, he said: “I am Aeneas, known for my devotion.” 
· When Aeneas’ men came in search of Aeneas in Carthage, fearing that he may be dead, they said to Queen Dido:” Our King was Aeneas. He had no equal for his piety and his care for justice, and no equal in the field of battle.”
· He is clearly a good leader as he is exalted by his men here. Aeneas is certainly a satisfactory hero as his men deem him to be an excellent leader. 
· When Aeneas went to visit Evander in Pallenteum his men felt lost without him and were overjoyed by his return. 
· Aeneas returned standing high on the stern of his ship as soon as the Trojans saw Aeneas they: “the Trojans on the wall raised a shout to heaven, fresh hope renewing their anger”.
· Aeneas shows piety towards the Gods throughout the book making numerous sacrifices, prayers and libations to them. 
· He obeys their commands at all times. When Mercury came down to Aeneas in Carthage and told him that he must leave and found Carthage Aeneas did so immediately. Virgil describes how: “the warning, the command of the Gods, had struck him life a thunderbolt. Mercury told him that he should think of Ascanius's future. Thus in leaving Carthage he also thinks of his son.
· He shows great devotion to his father. He visits him in the Underworld and he rescues him from Troy by carrying him on his shoulder to safety.
2.   Aeneas leaves Dido (patriotism):
· As already highlighted Aeneas possessed pietas and was immensely patriotic.
· Aeneas decision to leave Dido and place his country above his personal life is a true testament to his heroic status. 
· Aeneas stayed in Cartage for over a year and would have happily there if he had not been commanded by the Gods to leave.
· His decision to leave Dido is highly significant.
· Aeneas put his Gods and country before his own personal desires.
· This reminds the reader of Augustus Caesar who Aeneas’character is the prototype of. He always but his country first unlike his sworn enemy Mark Anthony.
· Anthony lingered in Egypt with Cleopatra instead of putting his country and its welfare first. 
· Augustus used this in his propaganda against Anthony.
· Aeneas epithet most frequently used to describe Aeneas is - Aeneas the True and this title is apt as when he leaves Carthage he is true to his country and true to the Gods. 
3.   Aeneas’s endurance:
· Aeneas shows tremendous bravery in the face of all the adversities that he faces. 
· When leaving Sicily he is caught in a storm started by King Aeolus at the command of Juno. He wished that he had died on the battlefield in Troy:  
· “Those whose fate it was to die beneath the high walls of Troy with their fathers looking down upon them were many, many times more fortunate than I.” 
· He stays alive his men and despite being sick with worry when they arrive at Carthage he comforts his men by saying:
· “Your task is to endure and save yourselves for better days.” 
· Virgil describes how despite using these words he was sick with all his cares. He:
· “showed them the face of hope but kept his misery deep in his heart.”
· Aeneas must also show his endurance during his wanderings. He was faced with plague and lost of large numbers of his men yet he persisted in his mission to found Rome.
· He even endures the worst occurrence possible when his own people the Trojan women, under the spell of Juno set fire the the Trojan ships in Sicily. 
· He is comparable to the “indomitable Odysseus” of Homers Odysseus. Similarly Hercules had to endure 12 labours before he won his freedom. He is therefore undeniably a satisfactory hero comparable to Odysseus or Hercules.
· Aeneas endurance is remarkable in light of the fact that he knows very little about his destiny and it is only revealed gradually throughout his journey. This further testifies to the fact that he is satisfactory hero.
4.   Aeneas’s generosity:
· On arrival in Carthage Aeneas’ men are in desperate need of food and drink after the storm.
· Aeneas provides for his men showing both his good leadership skills and generosity.
· He kills seven stags and divides them between his men.
· He also shares the wine that Acestes had given them in Sicily with “hero’s generosity”.
· He held funeral games for his father and everyone received a prize, a further example of his generosity.
5.   Aeneas is a brave and formidable warrior (deeds):
· When Aeneas awoke from a dream in which Hector appeared to him to find Troy in flames, despite Hector’s warning to escape Aeneas recounted to Dido how he:
· “Mindlessly put on his armour, for reason had little use for armour, but my heart was burning to gather comrades for battle and rush to the citadel with them”.
· He fought and defeated Turnus who is reputed to be “ a second Achilles”.
· He fought in the Trojan War for 10 year and was one of the few survivors.
· He fought a second war in Italy and was victorious.
· He is the founder of the Roman race.
· Aeneas’s visit to the Underworld in particular marks him out as a hero.
· Only a few mortals, heroes such as Odysseus, Hercules, Theseus, Orpheus and Pollux had succeeded in entering the Underworld. 
· Thus it is undeniable that Aeneas is a satisfactory hero as if he wasn’t he would not have been able to enter the Underworld.
6.   Aeneas is a good orator (words):
· Excellent in debating is a quality which all heroes must possess.
· In Homer’s Odyssey the importance of oratory is highlighted as one of the qualities which a hero must possess.
· Telemachus in Homer’s Odyssey strives to become a hero like his father Odysseus. In order to do so he must become a good orator like his father.
· Athene therefore sends him to Pylos and Sparta where he must address King Nestor and Menelaus. 
· Aeneas is an excellent orator. 
· Aeneas finds the right words to address Kings, Queens and Gods.
· He addresses the God Apollo through the Sibyl Deiphobe before entering the Underworld.
· He begs Apollo, who he says has always favoured the Trojans, to allow the Trojans to settle in Latium.
· Aeneas addresses Dido on arrival in Carthage and asks for her help. His appeal to Dido is successful and she offers him hospitality as she emphasises with his suffering.
· Aeneas is even successful in persuading a Greek, King Evander, to become his ally in the war against the Latins. 
· This is an excellent testament to his skills of oratory.
· Aeneas is undeniably a satisfactory hero as he is an excellent orator.
“To what extent is the fact that Medea is a foreign woman from a strange and distant background central to the play.”
1. Medea wins the sympathy of the chorus because she is a foreigner who is isolated and abandoned by her husband. She is an outsider. She has left her homeland, she cannot go back because she betrayed her father and killed her brother. She is an exile. She is penniless. She was a princess and gave up her royalty for her love of Jason. This leads the chorus to conclude that: “to punish Jason is just”.
2. It is central to the plot. Jason can treat Medea as he does because she is a foreigner. His marriage to Medea is not legal under Corinthian Law as Medea is a foreigner. Thus Medeas status is reduced to that of a mistress. According to Medea Jason remarries to improve his social status as an “ageing asiatic wife is no longer acceptable”. 
3. Medeas foreign status highlights racism in 5th century Greece and Jasons racism. Racism versus civilisation is one of the main themes in the play. It gives us an insight into Jasons character and attitudes. Jason claims that he has brought Medea from a barbaric land to a civilised place. Quote here. The fact that he says his highlights his racism and his superiority complex. In the play we see a strong contrast between civilsed Greece and barbaric countries. Jason refers to Medeas homeland as the “land of savages” 
4. The fact that Medea has left her homeland further emphasises the sacrifices that she has made for Jason. Although Jason credits Aphrodite and not Medea for his success. 
5. Medea uses the fact that she is a foreigner to her advantage and manipulates Creon and Aegeus. She appeals to them. As she is a foreigner she tells Creon that there is nowhere else that she can go and that therefore he must grant her a day. Medea also manipulates Jason and says that she has no-one to ask for help and that she has no friend or family. : “Jason was her whole life”.  
6. The fact that she is from a foreign land allows the audience to believe her powers of witchery and her knowledge of potions. 
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