Leaving Certificate Exam Questions on the Aeneid:

Q.2008

(ii)       Compare the role of Venus in the Aeneid with the role of Athena in the Odyssey. 

(50)

(iv)      It is easier to admire Aeneas than to like him.” Discuss this view of Virgil’s hero.  

           (50)

Q.2007

(iii)
“…the presence and personality of Rome is felt strongly in the Aeneid.” (Camps)


How does Virgil bring Rome’s greatness and destiny to the attention of the reader 
of the Aeneid? (50) 

(iv)
Compare and contrast the visit of Aeneas to the Underworld in Virgil’s Aeneid 
Book 6 with the visit of Odysseus to the Underworld in Homers’ Odyssey 


  
Book 11. (50)

Q.2006

(ii)
In Virgil’s Aeneid, compare the role of the goddess Venus with the role of the 
goddess Juno. (50)

(iii)
Throughout Virgil’s Aeneid, the characteristic quality of Aeneas is a strong sense 
of duty.


(a)  Discuss this statement with reference to the test. (35) 


(b)  In your opinion, does this strong sense of duty make him a less interesting 

       hero? (15)

Q.2005

(iii)
In Book 2 of Virgil’s Aeneid, Aeneas gives an eye- witness account of the Fall of Troy.

What is your opinion of Aeneas’ behaviour during the events of Troy’s last night? 

In your answer refer to the events of Aeneid, Book 2. (50)
Q.2004
(i)        (a)  Compare the Odysseus of Homer’s Odyssey with the Ulysses of Virgil’s 
      Aeneid. (35)

(b) Why does Virgil present Ulysses in such a different light? (15)

(iv)
Discuss the importance of Aeneas’ father Anchises in the events of Virgil’s Aeneid Books 2 to 6. (50)
Q.2003

(ii) (a)  From your reading of Virgil's Aeneid, Books 7-12, what is your opinion of    

                  Turnus? (40)
(b) What evidence is there that Virgil wishes us to feel sympathy for Turnus? (10)
(iii) What are the main similarities, and the significant differences, between the voyages of Odysseus in the Odyssey and the voyages of Aeneas in the Aeneid? (50)
Q. 2002 

(iii)  “The Aeneid is in a real sense the poet’s tribute to his country.” (Camps)

        Discuss this statement, supporting your views by reference to Virgil’s Aeneid. (50)
Q.2001  

(iii)  Odysseus and Aeneas both visit the Underworld.

In your view, what are the main differences between Homer’s treatment of this episode and Virgil’s treatment of the same episode? (50)
(iv) (a)   Analyse Aeneas’ behaviour towards Dido in Virgil’s Aeneid.
(b) Show how the bitterness of Dido’s tragedy is heightened in the story. (50)
Q.2000

(iii)  
(a)   Outline the part played by Juno in Virgil’s Aeneid.

(b) What impression do we get from her behaviour of the attitude of gods to    

        humans? (50)
Q. 1999

(iii)
(a)   What makes Aeneid Book 2 (The Fall of Troy) so dramatic and moving?

(b) Would you agree that Aeneas' behaviour in the crisis shows confusion and uncertainty? Briefly give reasons for your answer. (50)
Q.1998 

(iii) “The Aeneid is dominated by fathers and father-figures.” (Grandsen). Discuss this statement. (50)
(iv) Books 1 to 6 of Virgil’s Aeneid display many parallels with Homer’s Odyssey. Examine some of these parallels and the manner in which Virgil has adapted elements of the Odyssey to his own purpose. (50)
Q.1997

(ii) It is sometimes objected that Aeneas “lacks warmth of feeling, is exempt from ordinary human emotions”. (Camps)

Discuss this claim in light of your reading of the Aeneid. (50)
Q.1996

(i)
“In the Aeneid, Virgil makes skilful use of a range of devices to remind his fellow Romans of the greatness of their past and of their mission in the future.”

Discuss this comment, with reference to the Aeneid. (50)
(iii) “Virgil’s tenderness and sympathy are nowhere more apparent than in the way he 
     

treats the untimely deaths of young and brave warriors.”

Discuss this statement with reference to the events of Aeneid, Books 9,10,11. (50)
Q.1995

(i) Briefly compare and contrast the role of Telemachus in the Odyssey with the role of Ascanius (Julus) in the Aeneid. (50)
(iii)
In the Aeneid, what emphasis does Virgil place on the sufferings experienced by Aeneas in his attempt to fulfill his mission? Support your answer by reference. (50)
Q.1994

(iii)       Why did Virgil write the Aeneid? (50)
(iv)        Does Virgil expect us to sympathize with Dido and Turnus? (50) 

Q. 1993 

(i) How do you suppose Virgil wishes us to react to Aeneas’ encounter with Dido?  Give reasons for your answer supporting them by reference to the Aeneid. (50)
(ii) What concerns of his own day does Virgil refer to indirectly in the Aeneid?

Illustrate your answer with reference to the Aeneid. (50)
Q.1992 

(ii) What function, in your opinion, does Book Six (in particular Aeneas’ visit to the Under World) perform in the Aeneid as a whole? (50)
(iii) Briefly compare Homer’s treatment of Polyphemus the Cyclops with Virgil’s. (50)
Q. 1991

(ii) (a) Show how Aeneas’ conduct of his affair with Dido was “Roman”.

(b) By contrast, how would your describe Odyssues’ conduct towards Nausicaa?
(50)
(iii)
Briefly compare the characteristics of the primary (oral) epic and the secondary epic, by reference to the Odyssey and Aeneid. (50)
Q.1990

(iii)      Can Aeneas be seen as a prototype (model) of the Emperor Augustus?

Briefly discuss this question with reference to the Aeneid. (50)   

(iv)
Briefly compare and contrast the notions of life after death which we find in the Odyssey and the Aeneid. (50)
2
1

