Background to Oedipus the King: 
Theban Myth = Story of a ruling dynasty (family):
· Oedipus = son of Laius, ruler of Thebes & Jocasta.

· Laius consults the oracle (where humans went to ask the God questions about the future) at Delphi - warned that he will be murdered by his own son.

· Laius and Jocasta to avoid this – pierce his ankles with a spike and had a servant leave him on Mt Citheron to die by exposure. 

· A shepherd of Laius sees the baby takes pity on him and rescues him and gives him to another Shepherd from Corinth.

· The shepherds give the baby to a childless King of Corinth, Polybus and his wife Merope, who raise him as their own (they don’t tell him that he is not their son). 

· He is named Oedipus (Swollen Foot).

· Years later when Oedipus has grown up a drunken man at a banquet says that he is not the son of Polybus. 

· He leaves Corinth and goes to the oracle at Delphi, determined to find out the truth about his parents.

· The oracle instead gives him the horrible predictions that he will murder his father and marry his mother. 

· Oedipus is horrified at this and leaves Corinth, as he does not want this to come true.

· He heads toward Thebes. 

· On his journey to Thebes, at a crossroads outside Thebes (the place where the three roads meet)  - he meets a stranger, an old man driving a wagon, accompanied by a few others. 

· The old man is rude and aggressive and they argue over who has the right of way (road rage).
· Oedipus murders the old man (Laius - who is on his way to consult the oracle at Delphi to ask how to solve the riddle of the Sphinx).

· Oedipus then continues on to Thebes.

· The riddle of the Sphinx: Thebes is being terrorised by a Sphinx.
· A sphinx = a riddle loving monster- with the body of a lioness, the head of a woman, and wings.
· The Sphinx will destroy all that cannot solve her riddle – by eating them.
· The riddle is Q. “ What walks on four feet in the morning, two at noon, and three in the afternoon?”
· Oedipus answers the riddle “man” – i.e.  child/adult/ageing with staff cane).
· The Sphinx then angry that the riddle has been solved kills herself.
· Thebes welcomes Oedipus as their saviour and as a reward they make him ruler of Thebes (as Laius now dead) and he marries Jocasta.
· Years later there is a deadly plague in Thebes and this is where the play begins.
Summary:

1. Laius & Jocasta infanticide

2. Shepard: rescues infant

3. Polybus & Merope: silence

4. Oedipus: flight from Corinth
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