Prometheus Bound
Aeschylus wrote this play and it is part of a trilogy with Prometheus Unbound and Prometheus the Fire-bringer. One of his later works, it deals, like so many other plays, with the struggle between opposing rights and principles. It looks at the gods and their nature, especially their attitude towards man. It explores that the gods have marked out a path for man to gain wisdom, but while man is free to learn or not, the process of learning involves suffering and pain. Therefore the gods have a double nature: harsh and gentle. This is the main theme.

It also focuses on the concept of violence. We are given to understand that the other two plays in this trilogy would have also dealt with this issue. The first play (Prometheus the Fire Bringer) was still more violent and unhappy and finally in the third play (Prometheus Unbound) reconciliation between the two principles would have occurred. 

Hubris (Hybris)- Pride and immoderation and their consequences

Tyranny- the nature of newly won power and its excesses

(Dis)Obedience- moral right as against self-preservation. Should you stand against power when it endangers yourself?

Morality- frailty and ephemeral nature of human beings

Unfairness of Fate- it is not necessary to be guilty for disaster to fall at the hands of the gods, e.g. Io.

Self-indulgence- it is possible to wallow in your own mistakes and not take advice when you should- it is easier to nurse a grievance.

Knowledge vs. Power- ultimately a combination of both is necessary. One on its own is not enough- neither for Zeus nor for Prometheus.

Loyalty- the importance of standing by what you think is important – e.g. Prometheus and humans; his friends and Prometheus.
Characters:

Strength- He is a mindless thing who obeys without question. He believes in un-analytical obedience and feels that Prometheus has got what he deserves for rebelling against authority. He cannot understand Hephaestus’ sympathy for Prometheus and thinks that giving fire to humans was a crime. He feels no guilt in chaining Prometheus to the rock. He is determined to do his job thoroughly, and warns Hephaestus that his sympathy could get him in trouble 

Hephaestus- God of metalwork and fire, he goes along to chain P but obeys so reluctantly. He finds it hard to do this to a kinsman and yet he realises what a fearful thing it is to disobey Zeus. “Power newly won is always harsh”. He can see both sides of the issue. He sees Strength as cruel. He wishes he had not the skills to do what he is now doing. He weeps for P.
Oceanus- He is generally seen as a light-hearted character who sees the practical end of the situation. Rather than being analytical about the moral rights and wrongs involved, he wants to do something concrete to help. He feels sorry for P. and respects him but advises him to “Take upon yourself new ways” … to adapt to the new regime. He criticizes him for speaking too rashly. He can’t understand why one so intelligent as P has got himself into so much trouble and won’t even now keep quiet. He offers to do all he can to persuade Zeus. He is all in favour of compromise. P thanks him but then sends him away very abruptly with a warning for his own safety.

Io- Daughter of Inachus, King of Argos, she is in a state of total despair and distraction, shrieking with pain and misery and unable to keep still. She feels a great deal of self-pity as she has done nothing to deserve her plight. She, being a victim of the gods has great sympathy with P. She contemplates suicide and is glad to learn that Zeus may be in trouble one day.

Hermes- Hermes is cute and takes the line of political expediency. He sees the winning side and sticks with it. He regards P as a fool and even insane. To him it is obvious that humans weren’t worth giving fire to, and that self-preservation is paramount. He believes that only P’s foolishness had got him into this situation.
