Sophocles:

Early life:

· Born in 496 B.C in the village of Colonus in Athens.

· His father Sophilos was a wealthy arms manufacturer.

· His family was well off.

· As a boy he won prizes for wrestling and music and as a 16-year-old, was chosen to lead the boy’s chorus (singing and dancing) which celebrated the Athenian victory over the Persians at the battle of Salamis.

· He received an education in music, athletics and dancing.

Sophocles involvement in political and military affairs:

· He was frequently involved in Athenian political and military affairs of Athenian democracy.
· Owing to his practical gifts with language he was involved in negotiations with the allies of Chios and Samos.
· He was on eof the general in the Pelponesion war.
· He served as a general with Pericles, who was a leading statesman (and a close friend) when the islanders of Samos revolted against Athens.
· He had many influential friends. Among them was Herodtus the historian.
· Was a naval officer?
· Was a priest at one point of his life.
Career as a dramatist:

His commencement of his dramatic career was marked by a victory in a competition over Aeschylus.

He wrote over 100 plays for the Dionysic Festival and he won 1st prize with 24 of these plays.

Qualities as a dramatist:

· Aristotle in his Poetics used Sophocles Oedipus the King and its ply as the example of an ideal tragedy.
· Sophocles was seen to be the most perfect of tragedians.
· One ancient writer refers to him as the “pupil of Homer”.
· If Aeschylus was the creator of Greek Tragedy, it was Sophocles who brought it to its perfection.
Sophocles contribution to Greek Tragedy:

· Like many other dramatists Sophocles both wrote plays and acted in them.
· He greatly developed Greek Tragedy and made a number of lasting contributions to it:
1. The introduction of the third actor:

· So that three people could be on stage at the same time in addition to the chorus.
· In his last pieces he even added a fourth actor.
· This enabled him to increase the number of his characters and widened the variety of their interactions.
· Dramatist had more scope, plots could be more fluids and situations could be more complex.
2. Role of the Chorus:

· He curtailed (lessened) the role of the chorus.

· Although he increased the number of the chorus from 12 to 15 the role of the chorus diminished.

· They were no longer as important as they had previously been. Remember Greek Tragedy originally was just the chorus.

· He lessened their role to give his characters more scope.

· He had a particular interest in characters and showed great skill in drawing it.

· By doing this he made dialogues more important.

3. He also perfected the costumes and decoration i.e. stages settings.

· He invented some type of “scene paintings” or other pictorial props to establish the locale or atmosphere.

4. Characters:

· Sophocles mastery laid in his portrayal of his characters.

· Aristotle said: “I Sophocles portray people as they should be, Euripides shows people as they are.”

· Euripides characters = realism- reflecting real life.

· Sophocles figures = ideal heroes (not copies from common life like Euripides or mere outlines or sketches of characters like Aeschylus)

· His characters are div. with attention to details.

· The typical Sophoclean Drama:

· Presents a few characters, impressive in their determination and power and possessing a few strongly drawn qualities or faults that lead them inevitably to a tragic fate.

How Sophocles was viewed by his contemporaries:

· A likeable character. Had many friends due to his involvement in public life.

· Sophocles was one of the most popular and well-respected men of his day.

· Far from being a tortured artist working at the fringes of society, Sophocles was among the most popular and well-respected men of his day.

· Story of Oedipus the King, well known to audience.

· Kings invited him to live in their kingdoms but he refused to live anywhere other than Athens.

· Aristophanes said of Sophocles: “He always took life as it came.”

· Sophocles lived in a time of high culture when art, religion, intellect and the imagination were all fused.

· Sophocles who practised the art of Greek tragedy was appreciated as an artist in this setting.

· Oedipus the King was the most popular of all of Sophocles plays.

Death:

· Many tales of his death.

· According to one account he choked on a grape.

· According to others he died when publicly reciting the Antigone or from excessive joy at one of his victories.

· His death was dignified, as was his life.

· After his death the Athenians worshipped him as a hero and offered an annual sacrifice to his memories.

· He lived to be over 90 years of age.

