Theme of Parents and Children:

Q. 1997 - Write an essay on the importance of children in Euripide's play Medea.

Main points:

1. Children as agents of murder

2. Creon and his daughter

3. Aegeus and his longing for children

4. Choral speech on the problems of parenthood

5. Jason and his children

6. Medea - struggle between her maternal love and her desire for revenge

· The theme of infanticide is developed throughout the play.

· In the beginning of the play the Nurse fears for Medea's childrens' safety.

· Medea also makes reference to her past crimes and murder within the family before she came to Greece.

· Medea's own curses reinforce the sense of foreboding: " O cursed children of a hateful father, may you perish with your father."

· The children then appear fresh from their games; this impresses their significance to the audience.

· It is clear from the start that it is not just a quarrel between man and wife, but a family drama in which the future of the children is at stake.

· The reason that Medea feels so slighted by Jason is that, as she points out, their union was not a childless one.

1. Children as agents of murder:

· Medea manipulates and uses other people in order to exact revenge. She manipulates and fools Aegeus and Creon in order to get revenge.

· She also uses her children in order to exact revenge.

· She sends the children into the palace with the poisoned gifts to give to Glauce.

· The children are innocent and are unwitting accomplices to murder.

· She is aware that once they have done this they will be fugitives and might be murdered.

· She will use this as a reason to kill them before her enemies kill them.

2. Creon and his daughter:

· Medea appeals to Creon as a father: " You are a father too, you should feel kindly towards them."

· Creon says of his daughter: " I love my country too - next only to my daughter."

· Medea realises his weakness. Creon should put his city-state first but instead values his daughter more (lacks kingship).

· It is this argument that persuades Creon to let Medea stay. 

3. Aegeus and his longing for children:

· There is an interesting link between both scenes in her choice of persuasive argument.

· With Creon, it is his feelings as a parent she exploits; with Aegeus, his longing to be a parent. 

· Aegeus is on his way back from consulting the oracle to find out how he can have children. He is vulnerable and desperate to have children when he meets Medea. 

· Medea offers to help him in return for a safe haven in Athens.

· Aegeus attaches great value and importance to having children. 

· It is after this meeting that Medea decides to kill her children.

4. Choral speech on the problems of being a parent: 

· Inactivity of the chorus. They can't intervene in the action. They are on the periphery. They can only comment, sympathise, support of disapprove.

· Chorus therefore, despite their horror, do not intervene to save Medea's children.

· The chorus make a speech on the problems of being a parent:" Those men or women who never had children of their own at all enjoy the advantage in good fortune over those who are parents. Childless people have no means of knowing whether children are a blessing or a burden; but being without them they live exempt from many troubles." 

5. Jason and his children:

· Jason argues that his new marriage is for the welfare of his existing family.

· The importance of children is made very prominent when Jason implies that he needs a family more than Medea does. 

· " I could bring up my sons in a manner worthy of my descent; have other sons, perhaps, as brothers to your children; give them all an equal place, and so build up a closely- knit and prosperous family. You need no more children, do you?"

· Medea kills the children in order to deal Jason the deepest wound. He will have no heir, and no opportunity to have children with Glauce either.  

· Medea does not let Jason hold his children at the end of the play to further torment him.

6. Medea and her children:

· Medea struggles between her maternal love and her desire for revenge.

· She describes her children as " most beloved" and laments the fact that she won't be able to see them growing up.

· She has to steel herself to kill her children and momentarily hesitates. 

· She describes her deed as " most unholy ". 

· Medea acts like a hero of Homeric proportions such as Achilles. She wants to help her friends and harm her enemies. She cannot endure the laughter of her friends. Her heroic side as opposed to her maternal side prevails. 

