Leaving Certificate Exam Questions on the Odyssey:

Q.2008

Trace the development in the character of Telemachus from the opening of the Odyssey to the Battle in the Hall. (50)

Q.2007

Discuss the view that love and justice are the central themes of Homer’s Odyssey. (50)

Compare and contrast the visit of Aeneas to the Underworld in Virgil’s Aeneid Book 6 with the visit of Odysseus to the Underworld in Homers’ Odyssey Book 11. 

Q. 2006

In Homer’s Odyssey, analyse the relationship between Penelope and her son Telemachus. (50)
Q.2005

Discuss the importance of hospitality and of gift – giving in the world of Homer’s Odyssey. In your answer, refer to events in the text. (50)
(a)  Give a brief account of Odysseus’ stay amongst the Phaeacians. (35)

(b)  Comment on the way of life of the Phaeacians. (15) 
Q.2004
(a)  Compare the Odysseus of Homer’s Odyssey with the Ulysses of Virgil’s Aeneid. (35)

(b)  Why does Virgil present Ulysses in such a different light?  (15)

In Homer’s Odyssey Book 23, Penelope and Odysseus are finally reunited.

(a)  Give an account of the scene in which they are reunited. (30)

(b)  Do you agree that Homer shows great insight into human emotions in this scene? In your answer, refer to the events in the text. (20) 

Q.2003

What are the main similarities, and the significant differences, between the voyages of Odysseus in the Odyssey and the voyages of Aeneas in the Aeneid? (50) 
In the uncertain world of the Odyssey, loyalty and faithfulness are the virtues most prized and rewarded: their opposite brings harsh punishment. 

Discuss this statement. (50) 

Q.2002
From Odysseus’ return to Ithaca in Book 13 of the Odyssey to the outbreak of the fighting in the hall in Book 22, Homer slows the pace of the story considerably; yet he still contrives to hold our interest and gradually to build up the tension.

Comment on this assessment of Books 13 to 22. (50)
(a) Discuss the importance in the Odyssey of Agamemnon, his death, and the revenge gained by his son Orestes.

(b) Why do you think Homer makes so much use of this story? (50)
Q.2001

Odysseus seems always to be able to find the right words for whatever situation in which he may find himself. He is a master of invention as well as of tact.

Discuss this statement with reference to Homer’s Odyssey. (50)
Odysseus and Aeneas both visit the Underworld. 
In your view, what are the main differences between Homer’s treatment of this episode and Virgil’s treatment of the same episode? (50)
Q.2000

During the Odyssey, Telemachus develops from an insecure and depressed young man into a confident and strong support to his father in the destruction of the Suitors.

Trace this development and explain what brought it about. (50)
‘It is true that he is going home, but he does not want to miss a thing – or a gift – on the way, and he wants to make sure that the people he meets remember that he is none other than Odysseus, hero of the battle of Troy.’ 
Discuss this statement with reference to Odysseus’ adventures on his return to Ithaca. (50)
Q.1999

Analyse the relationship between Odysseus and the goddess Athena in Homer’s Odyssey. (50) 
(a)  In the Odyssey, how does Homer build his case against the Suitors and make us feel 

      that they deserved their terrible punishment?

(b) Do you have any sympathy for the Suitors? Briefly give reasons for your answer. (50)

Q.1998

Odysseus spent a number of years living with two goddesses.

Compare his relationship with Calypso to his relationship with Circe. (50)
Books 1 to 6 of Virgil’s Aeneid display many parallels with Homer’s Odyssey. Examine some of these parallels and the manner in which Virgil has adapted elements of the Odyssey to his own purpose. (50)
Q.1997

“No single detail in the life of the heroes receives so much attention in the Odyssey as gift-giving.”(Finley)

Comment on the practice of gift-giving and its significance in the world of Odysseus. (50)
Analyse Penelope’s behaviour towards her Suitors. (50)
Q.1996

From your reading of the Odyssey, what is your opinion of Odysseus as leader of his men? (50)
Q.1995

Briefly compare and contrast the role of Telemachus in the Odyssey with the role of Ascanius (Julus) in the Aeneid. (50)
 ‘In the Odyssey, the Gods are concerned with the justice of human behaviour’. (Peter Jones). Discuss the role of the Gods in the Odyssey in the light of this comment. (50)
Q.1994

Discuss the role of women in Homer’s Odyssey. (50)
Q.1993

Give a brief account of Odysseus’ stay in Phaeacia? What does this episode add to the poem? (50)
Q.1992

After the slaying of the suitors in Book XXII of the Odyssey, what artistic purpose, in your opinion, do the final two books perform? (50)
Briefly compare Homer’s treatment of Polyphemus the Cyclops with Virgil’s. (50)
Q.1991

Describe how Homer used the swineherd Eumeaus in the tale of Odysseus’ return to Ithaca. (50)
(a) Show how Aeneas’ conduct of his affair with Dido was “Roman”.

(b) By contrast, how would you describe Odysseus’ conduct towards Nausicaa? (50)
Briefly compare the characteristics of the primary (oral) epic and the secondary epic, by reference to the Odyssey and Aeneid. (50)
Q.1990

By what means does Homer build up tension in the period before the slaughter of the suitors? (Avoid long accounts of particular incidents.) (50)
Briefly compare and contrast the notions of life after death, which we find in the Odyssey and the Aeneid. (50). 
Q.1989
“No ancient society has been better pictured than the view of Greek society we get in the Odyssey.”

Briefly discuss how Homer has made his depiction of the society so vital. (Avoid long accounts of particular aspects.) (50)
Draw a brief comparison between the characters and lot of Dido and Calypso. (50)
Q.1988

A number of recognition scenes occur throughout the Odyssey. Discuss the effects produced by the use of such scenes, making reference to specific examples. (50)
Compare and contrast the characters of Nausicaa and Dido. (50)
Q.1987

Discuss the Greek notion of hospitality as we find it portrayed in the Odyssey, including comment on the consequences of inhospitality. (50)
“Odysseus isn’t a model of moral integrity, but is a realistic mixture of good and bad.”

Discuss this assessment of Odysseus’ character and briefly demonstrate how Homer is successful in making a hero out of such a character. (50)
Q.1986

(a) Describe the attitude and behaviour of Penelope towards Odysseus from the time when she hears of the slaying of the suitors up to the point where she becomes convinced of his identity.

(b) Do you find her attitude and behaviour understandable in the circumstances? (50)
What devices did Homer use in the Odyssey to help narrate this long story and to maintain the interest of the audience in it? (50)
Q.1985

“Homer’s description of women in the Odyssey shows extraordinary psychological insight, delicacy and truth.” Discuss this statement briefly, with reference to any two women who appear in the Odyssey. (50)
Briefly explain what we mean when we say that the Odyssey is a primary epic. (50)
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