Gallic wars (58 bc – 51 bc)

	Name of tribe
	Date

met
	Leader
	Origin
	Summary

	Tiguirni & Helvetii

(Burnt down own villages… land occupied by barbarians to prevent Germani taking it)


	58 BC
	
	Eastern Gaul
	Had burnt down own 12 town s& 400 villages

Planned to march towards Roman province in Gaul

Labenius, under Caesar’s instructions, brought them to 

near River Arar.
Helvetians surprised Caesar, jumped him while he was 

moving army to confederate town, but Caesar managed to defeat them. Drove army out of field. Women& children also defended carriages & ramparts, cut to pieces.
Forced barbarians to 

re-occupy deserted land

He feared the Germani 

would take it while it was 

uninhabited.

	Germani

(were Roman allies…bad omens)


	
	Ariovistus
	Modern Germany
	Previously allies of Rome. Caesar feared they’d march on Rome. Ariovistus didn’t expect Gauls to march against Germani. Holy women saw bad omens, warned them against marching before new moon. Caesar saw hesitation, attacked. Pushed them out of strongholds, chased them to Rhine, slaughtered approximately 80,000.

	Belgae

(strongest, revolt…dead bodies)
	
	
	Northern Gaul (modern Belgium)

One third of all Gaul
	Most powerful of Gauls. Caesar heard of revolt, gathered large army and soon defeated them. Had a large army, but proved little match for Caesar. Plutarch: Romans were able to cross rivers over dead bodies.

	Nervii

(Fiercest, Romans in trouble, reinforcements)
	
	
	North Belgium
	Fiercest of Belgae, Caesar compared them to Spartans. Jumped Caesar setting up camp. Romans in trouble; Caesar forced his way through own men;10th legion reinforcements. Doubtful they’d have won otherwise. 

	Usipes & Teneritae (Germanic tribes)

	51 BC
	
	Modern Germany
	Crossed Rhine from Germany to Gaul to conquer it. He made a treaty with the barbarians, but then, according to Caesar, they set upon him during the treaty.

When they returned to renew the same treaty, he kept the ambassadors and set upon the barbarians.

Cato declared that Caesar should be given up to the barbarians to atone for the breach in the treaty. Caesar invaded the Germani, and became the first man to cross the Rhine with an army.

He carried a bridge across it by driving great piles of wood into the bottom of the river.

He completed the bridge in an astounding ten days.

	The Suevi (Germanic tribe)
	51 BC
	
	Germany
	No opposition crossing river.

Suevi, most warlike of Germans, fled into wooded valleys.

Spent 18 days in Germania, burnt the enemy country, returned to Gaul.

	Combined forces
	
	Strongest group of rebels under Abriorix
	
	Strongest group of rebels were under the command of Abriorix

Some Roman armies were wiped out

His army of 60,000 attacked Cicero’s legion 

They were almost beaten until Caesar gathered together 7,000 men

Abriorix so sure of a certain victory over such a small number that they went to meet him. Caesar held men off until they’d camped & barricaded ramparts. Victory for Caesar.

	Arvemi, Carnuntini and Aedui 


	51 BC
	Vergentorix
	Central Gaul
	Many tribes worked together. Arvemi, Carnuntini and Aedui revolt under Vergentorix.
Vergentorix planned to involve all of Gaul in the war

Had he done so at a different time, when Caesar was engaged in the civil war in Italy, may have succeeded. But as soon as Caesar heard of the revolt, he turned on his heels & attacked barbarians.

	Edui & Sequani
(Decisive Battle of Alesia)
	51 BC
	Vergentorix over Edui, Sequani own rulers.
	Central Gaul
Seauani (Eastern Gaul)
	Edui were Roman allies, joined rebels. Roman army discouraged. C moved onto land of the Sequani, his allies. Enemy attacked, but he overcame them all. Those who’d escaped fled into Alesia, which Caesar then attacked. Because it was so well barricaded, Caesar faced greatest danger ever. Best of all Gaul’s men, numbering at least 300,000 came to Alesia’s help. Within the walls of the city was an army of at least 170,000.Caesar forced to protect himself between two walls against these two forces. Caesar overcame this huge army&gained huge spoils of war. Won so quick that those left surrendered, and Vergentorix, the chief commander, rode out on his horse, made a turn around Caesar, threw off his armour and surrendered at his feet.


