II Classics: Julius Caesar revision

 You do not need to learn off a lot of dates, but here are those you do!
(13 July) 100 BC: 
Birth of Julius Caesar

52 BC: 
Scipio and Pompey elected consuls of Rome



The Wars in Gaul

55 BC:
Roman Invasion of Britain


49 BC:
Civil War
15 March 44 BC: 
Assassination of Caesar

Gaius Julius Caesar (13 July 100 BC[2] – 15 March 44 BC)
Title: Roman military and political leader of the Populares faction. He played a critical role in the transformation of the Roman Republic into the Roman Empire.
Political alliances: formed an unofficial triumvirate with Marcus Licinius Crassus and Gnaeus Pompeius Magnus which dominated Roman politics for several years, opposed in the Roman Senate by optimates including Marcus Porcius Cato and Marcus Calpurnius Bibulus. 
Political and military conquests: His conquest of Gaul extended the Roman world to the North Sea, and he also conducted the first Roman invasion of Britain in 55 BC. The collapse of the triumvirate, however, led to a stand-off with Pompey and the Senate. Leading his legions across the Rubicon, Caesar began a civil war in 49 BC from which he became the master of the Roman world.
After assuming control of government, he began extensive reforms of Roman society and government. He heavily centralised the bureaucracy of the Republic and was eventually proclaimed "dictator in perpetuity" (dictator perpetuo). 
Death: A group of senators, led by Marcus Junius Brutus, assassinated the dictator on the Ides of March (March 15) in 44 BC, hoping to restore the normal running of the Republic. However, the result was another Roman civil war, which ultimately led to the establishment of a permanent autocracy by Caesar's adopted heir, Gaius Octavianus. In 42 BC, two years after his assassination, the Senate officially sanctified Caesar as one of the Roman deities.
The Wars in Gaul
· Lasted from 58 BC to 51 BC

· Defeat of the Tiguirini and Helvetii

· Defeat of Ariovistus, king of the Germani (Germans)

· Defeat of the Belgae (Belgians)

· Defeat of the Nervii (Tribe in North Belgium)

· Caesar crosses the Rhine in pursuit of Usipes and Teneritae

· 55 BC & 54 BC: Caesar crosses to Britian from Gaul

   => end of First Triumvirate (deaths of Julia & Crassus)

· Gaul revolts – some Roman armies wiped out

Conquest of Gaul
· Caesar is deeply in debt, and there was money to be made as a provincial governor, whether by extortion or by military adventurism.

· Caesar had four legions under his command, two of his provinces, Illyricum and Gallia Narbonensis, bordered on unconquered territory, and independent Gaul was known to be unstable. 
· Rome's allies the Aedui had been defeated by their Gallic rivals, with the help of a contingent of Germanic tribes under their king, Ariovistus, who had settled in conquered land of the Aedui, and the Helvetii were mobilising for a mass migration, which the Romans feared had warlike intent. 
· Caesar raised two new legions and defeated first the Helvetii, then Ariovistus, and left his army in winter quarters in the territory of the Sequani, signaling that his interest in the lands outside Gallia Narbonensis would not be temporary. 



Roman silver Denarius with the head of captive Gaul 48 BC, following the campaigns of Caesar

· He began his second year with double the military strength he had begun with, having raised another two legions in Cisalpine Gaul during the winter. The legality of this was dubious, as the Cisalpine Gauls were not Roman citizens. 
· In response to Caesar's activities the previous year, the Belgae tribes of north-eastern Gaul had begun to arm themselves. Caesar treated this as an aggressive move, and, after an inconclusive engagement against a united Belgae army, conquered the tribes. 

· Spring of 56 BC: Triumvirate held a conference in Cisalpine Gaul. Rome was in turmoil. The meeting renewed the Triumvirate and extended Caesar's proconsulship for another five years. Crassus and Pompey would be consuls again, with similarly long-term proconsulships to follow: Syria for Crassus, the Hispanian provinces for Pompey. 
· In 55 BC Caesar repelled an incursion into Gaul by the Germanic Usipes and Teneritae, and followed it up by building a bridge across the Rhine and making a show of force in Germanic territory, before returning and dismantling the bridge. 
· Poor harvests led to widespread revolt in Gaul, led by Ambiorix, forcing Caesar to campaign through the winter and into the following year. With the defeat of Ambiorix, Caesar believed Gaul was now pacified. 
· While Caesar was in Britain his daughter Julia, Pompey's wife, had died in childbirth. Caesar tried to resecure Pompey's support by offering him his great-niece Octavia in marriage, alienating Octavia's husband Gaius Marcellus, but Pompey declined. 
· In 53 BC Crassus was killed leading a failed invasion of Parthia. Rome was on the edge of violence. Pompey was appointed sole consul as an emergency measure, and married Cornelia, daughter of Caesar's political opponent Scipio, whom he invited to become his consular colleague once order was restored. The Triumvirate was dead. 





Vercingetorix surrenders to Caesar , by Lionel Royer
· In 52 BC another, larger revolt erupted in Gaul, led by Vercingetorix of the Arverni. Vercingetorix managed to unite the Gallic tribes (the Arvemi, Carnuntini and Aedui) and proved an astute commander. The Edui, who had previously been allies of Rome, now joined the rebel forces. Caesar moved onto the lands of the Sequani, his allies. Vergentorix defeated Caesar in several engagements including the Battle of Gergovia, but Caesar's elaborate siege-works at the Battle of Alesia finally forced his surrender. Despite scattered outbreaks of warfare the following year, Gaul was effectively conquered.
· Titus Labienus was Caesar's most senior legate during his Gallic campaigns, having the status of propraetor. Other prominent men who served under him included his relative Lucius Julius Caesar, Crassus' sons Marcus and Publius, Cicero's brother Quintus, Decimus Brutus, and Mark Antony. 
· Plutarch claimed that the army had fought against three million men in the course of the Gallic Wars, of whom 1 million died, and another million were enslaved. 300 tribes were subjugated and 800 cities were destroyed. Almost the entire population of the city of Avaricum (Bourges) (40,000 in all) was slaughtered. Julius Caesar reports that 368,000 of the Helvetii left home, of whom 92,000 could bear arms, and only 110,000 returned after the campaign. 

BBC TV Series ‘Rome’ to be studied.
The Stolen Eagle: Gallic Wars
Battle of Pharsalus

Triumph: Victory in Gaul
