Shops and Bars in Pompeii: 

Shops in Pompeii

· Pompeii was the import and export center of Campania. It was a thriving harbor town with sailors and foreign merchants often passing through. There were also a large number of tourists who came to Pompeii.

· People from further inland than Pompeii brought products to Pompeii to sell. 

· As so many outsiders came to Pompeii there were a large number of shops, taverns and bars that lined Pompeii. 

· There were far more than were needed for the population of Pompeii.

· The forum was the main shopping area in Pompeii yet there were also many street side shops. 

· There is hardly a street in Pompeii without shops on it. 

· Shops were located in areas where people congregated (met) daily. For example beside the baths.

· In shops the living quarters were often above the shop and they could be reached by a wooden stairs.

· All shops and workshops would have been operated by slaves and managed by freemen.

· Food shops had large stone counters with pots in them. 

· Meat and poultry were hung from the bar in the entrance.

· Grain and dried fruit were kept in pots.

· Bars (thermopolia) sold hot drinks and sometimes food. 

· Bars were often no more than tiny rooms opening on to the street.

· There were no seats in bars. 

· As the customers sipped their drinks they often scribbled on the walls. 

· In one bar two men(a weaver called Successus & Severus) who were fighting over a slave woman called Iris scribbled messages to each other on the walls:

1. “The weaver Successus loves Iris, the slave of the innkeeper’s wife. She doesn’t think much of him but he tries to make her feel sorry for him” – Severus.

2. “Envious – outbursts of rage! Don’t try and take over from someone who is better looking than you, who knows how to do it and is better endowed.” – Successus.

3. “I have spoken and written – you love Iris, but she doesn’t care for you.” –Severus.

· Inn of Asellina – the most complete example of a bar discovered in Pompeii (see picture).
· Many jugs and dishes were found on the counter. These include 2 terracotta flasks in the form of a cock and a fox. 
· The small dishes, including one on the tripod, imply hot snacks were served. At the back is a kettle on the counter.  When the kettle was uncovered 1,832 years later, the water that was being heated before being mixed with wine, was still inside.
