THE  ERECHTHEUM

· This building is the most unusual temple on the Acropolis.
· The name is taken from that of a mythical Athenian king, Erechtheus, who is said to be buried on this spot.

· It was begun in 421 BC and completed around 408 BC.

· Its location marks the most sacred place on the Acropolis.

· The unusual shape of the temple is caused by two factors:

1. The difficult nature of the ground in that area of the Acropolis

2. The number of holy places incorporated within the same building.

· The temple was devoted to the worship of several gods in including Athena, Poseidon and Hephaestos.

· The building can be most simply explained as a naos with a porch at the east end, to which have been added two more porches at either side of the west end.

· The East Porch had six Ionic columns surmounted by an entablature and a pediment. From here a door led into the naos which was reserved for the worship of Athena Polias, the patroness of Athens and where there was the olivewood statue to which the peplos was brought.
· The North Porch also had six Ionic columns, four in front and one at each side. In this area were the signs of Poseidon’s contest with Athena, namely the marks of his trident and a salt water well. The marks of the trident were to be found in a corner of this porch, above which was an opening in the roof for religious reasons. It was beside this temple that Athena’s famous olive tree grew.

· The South Porch had a roof supported by statues of girls (Caryatids) in the form of pillars. The name derives, so it is said, from Karyai in Laconia, which was famed for its statuesque women. The statues stood on a balustrade, four in front and two behind. Te ceiling of this porch was coffered and decorated.
· This porch was raised above the ground and underneath it was said to be the tomb of the mythical Kekrops (Cecrops) the legendary founder of Athens.

· As this was an Ionic building there was a continuous frieze; here the figures were of white marble on a background of Eleusinian marble which was a deep grey colour. The frieze went around the main naos and along the North Porch and was on two different levels. Its theme is unknown.

· Inside the building was a famous gold lamp, made by Kallimakhos (Callimachos), the artist who is traditionally credited with the invention of the Corinthian capital.

· Kallimakhos may have been the architect of the Erechtheum. However, the originality of the design which overcomes the problem of accommodating so many religious and an irregular terrain points to the possibility of the architect being Mnesikles, the designer of the equally challenging Propylaia.
