THE  PARTHENON  SCULPTURES

There are three types of sculpture:

· In the round/free-standing: Figures are carved from all angles.

· High relief: Figures stand out and are deeply carved onto a flat background but are still attached. You can reach round them.

· Low/Bas relief: Not more than half the figure stands out from the background.

METOPES

· The metopes were sculptures carves in high relief.

· There was a total of 92 on the four sides of the Parthenon and they were executed between 447 and 442 BC.

· The scenes were as follows:

· The Battle of the Lapiths and Centaurs (south).
· The Attack of the Amazons on the Athenians (west).

· The Battle of the Gods and the Giants (east).

· The Trojan War (north).

All these themes were mythological allegories of the wars between the Greeks and the Persians.

FRIEZE

· The frieze was a continuous band of sculpture carved in low relief around the top of the naos wall inside the peristyle (1m.X 160m.).

· It is one of many Ionic features on this Doric temple.

· The frieze represents a procession, possibly the Great Panathenaic Procession in the year of the battle of Marathon (490 BC). The men portrayed (192) equal the number who died at Marathon. 
· The procession has groups of figures which include charioteers, horsemen, water carriers, musicians etc. and all move towards the gods seated over the east porch.

· In the centre, and official and his assistant hand over a folded cloth, perhaps the peplos, for Athena.

· The frieze was executed between 442 and 438 BC.

PEDIMENTS

· The pedimental sculpture was executed between 438 and 432 BC.

· The statues are free standing with all the detail carved on the back as well as the front and were carefully positioned to fit the triangular shape of the pediment.

· The East Pediment (at the front) showed the extraordinary Birth of Athena fully grown and armed from the head of her father, Zeus assisted by the god Hephaistos.

· The West Pediment showed the contest between Athena and Poseidon for the patronage of Athens.
THE  STATUE  OF  ATHENA

· The statue of Athena by Phidias in the Parthenon was c.10m. (40 feet) high.
· It was made on a wooden base and used ivory veneer for the skin parts, gold for the clothes and the eyes were inset with precious stones. Statues made in this way are called chryselephantine (gold and ivory). 
· It stood behind a pool of water which both kept the ivory humid, preventing cracking, and caught the light from the door.
· The goddess wore an elaborate helmet and her robe was joined by a collar in the shape of Medusa’s head.
· Her right hand was held out and in the palm stood the statue of Victory.
· Her left hand held her shield which had on the inside a picture of the Battle of the Gods and Giants and on the outside Greeks and Amazons. 
· Between the shield and the robe was a snake.
· On Athena’s sandals were represented the Battle of the Greeks and the Centaurs (mythological creatures with the body of a horse and the head and torso of a man) and on the base was the story of the creation of Pandora.
· All of this was carved, apart from the shield, which was probably painted. 
