THE  PROPYLAIA

· Most of the work on the Parthenon was finished in 437 BC and a large number of the building could move to a new project: this was the Propylaia, a monumental gateway to the sacred area of the Acropolis.

· It was designed by Mnesikles (Mnesikles).

· The path up to the top of the Acropolis winds around until it passes through the gateway at the West side which is marked by six Doric columns. The middle gap is wider and on a lower level than the others and approached by a slope rather than steps to allow animals and carts through.

· Above the columns is an architrave and pediment as on a temple and beyond them is a long porch with three Ionic columns on either side of the path. 

· Beyond this again is a wall with five gates in it, the largest in the middle across the main path.

· The East side of the building again consists of a porch with six Doric columns, shorter than those on the West side to allow for the slope of the land. Again at the East side there is an architrave and a pediment.
· The two colonnades were too far apart to support the roof without the aid of internal supports, and so here was made use of Ionic columns; being more slender than Doric, they permitted the optimum use of the restricted space.

· The building thus combined the two orders and prepared the visitor for the mixture of styles he would meet on the Acropolis itself, particularly the Parthenon.

· The roof was of marble. The ceilings of both porches were made up of marble beams and cofferings (the recessed spaces between beams) and was covered with golden stars on a blue background.

· The original plan was to build four wings onto this gateway, two on either side. Only one was completed; this is known as the Pinakotheke or picture gallery. Here paintings executed on wooden plaques by some of the most famous Athenian painters were exhibited.

· The gateway was dedicated to Athena Hygiaie (health) and legend has it that the architect fell from the building, was badly injured and cured through the intervention of Athena.
