THE  TEMPLE  OF  ATHENA  NIKE
· This little temple stands on a bastion (corner of a wall) to the south of the Propylaia and was probably built between 427 and 424 BC. it was designed by Kallikrates (Callicrates) and is Ionic in style.

· The bastion probably dates from Mycenaean times.

· The wall of the naos is three sided, leaving the fourth (east) side open.

· There are two pillars between the wall ends and at the front and back there are four Ionic pillars but none at the sides.

· As it is an Ionic building it has a continuous frieze, badly damaged and therefore difficult to interpret. The theory is that part of it showed the battles between the Greeks and the Persians, perhaps even the historical battle of Plataea (479 BC) where the Persians were decisively defeated by the Greeks. The choice of subject matter for the frieze follows that of Phidias’ frieze on the Parthenon where also a real rather than a legendary event is recalled.
· The bastion was surrounded by a balustrade (marble fence) over a metre high with a metal rail on top. The balustrade was to prevent people falling from the bastion. It was believed that Aegeus, a mythical king of Athens, had thrown himself from this spot after his son, Theseus, had forgotten to change the black sails on his ship to white ones, indicating that his mission to kill the Minotaur had been successful.

· The parapet was composed of marble slabs decorated on the outside with fine reliefs depicting winged victories with folded or extended wings setting up trophies or leading sacrificial animals to honour the great goddess who was seated proudly on the rock. Nike is the Greek word for victory. Although the figures on the balustrade were shown    with wings, Athena was never depicted with wings and so the temple is sometimes known as the Temple of Wingless Victory. Here the Athenians worshipped the Goddess of Victory, expressing their hopes for a final victory over the Spartans and their allies in the Pelopponesian War. In the seventeenth century, the Turks used much of the temple to make fortifications. Luckily, most of it has been recoverable and so it has been rebuilt. Those of the slabs that have survived that have survived are now in the Acropolis Museum.

