THE  THEATRE  OF  DIONYSOS

· The stone seats in this building date back to the 4th century BC.

· In its present form this theatre was built at the beginning of the 5th century AD.

· It is a typical open air Greek theatre and is located in the sanctuary of Dionysos Eleutherios, one of the most sacred places in the ancient world.

· The stoa, or covered walkway joining this theatre to that of Herodes Atticus dates from the 2nd century AD.

· The Theatre of Dionysos is where drama festivals were held.

· Plays by Aeschylus, Sophocles and Euripides were first performed there.
THE  ODEON  OF  HERODES  ATTICUS

· The Odeon of Herodes Atticus, at the north-west corner of the Acropolis, dominates all the surrounding buildings.
· Herodes, who lived in the 2nd century AD, was a lover of philosophy, art and literature and a great admirer of Athens.
· He used is great wealth to enhance Athens with great public works, one of which was the Odeon, built between 161 and 174 AD in memory of his wife Regilla.
· It had marble walls, mosaic floors, a marble floor in the orchestra, seats of white marble and many other expensive features, all of which made it a very imposing building.
· The most impressive feature was its wooden roof made of cedar.
· The theatre, unroofed is still used today for performances of music and drama, being the largest space available in modern Athens for such entertainments.
