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Section One: the epic tradition
On first looking into Chapman’s Homer
By John Keats

Much have I travelled in the realms of gold

And many goodly states and kingdoms seen;

Round many western islands have I been

[image: image1.png]


Which bards in fealty to Apollo hold.

Oft of one wide expanse had I been told

That deep-browed Homer ruled as his demesne;

Yet never did I breathe its pure serene

Till I heard Chapman speak out loud and bold:

Then felt I like some watcher of the skies

When a new planet swims into his ken;

Or like stout Cortez when with eagle eyes

He stared at the Pacific—and all his men

Looked at each other with a wild surmise—

Silent, upon a peak in Darien.
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Homer; Greek poet.

8th century BC??

We know little or nothing about the Greek poet named Homer. It is not even certain if such a person really existed. He is generally named as the author of two of the greatest literary works ever, ‘The Iliad’ and ‘The Odyssey’, both epic poems narrating events of the Trojan War and the journey home thereafter of one of the Greek heroes, Odysseus, respectively.

Herodotus, a Greek historian, placed him alive at about 850 BC, 400 years before Herodotus himself. Others say that he lived closer to the time of the Trojan War, 1194 – 1184 BC, according to Eratosthenes. He was supposedly blind.
So where did he come from? Nobody really knows and there are a number of stories that have come to us more from mythology than history.

Although "Homer" is a Greek name, the satirist Lucian, in his True History, makes him out to be a Babylonian called Tigranes, who assumed the name Homer only when taken "hostage" (homeros) by the Greeks.

When the Emperor Hadrian asked the Oracle at Delphi who Homer really was, the Pythia proclaimed that he was Ithacan, the son of Epikaste and Telemachus (son of Odysseus), from the Odyssey.
It is most commonly thought that Homer was born in the Ionian region of Asia Minor, at Smyrna, or on the island of Chios, and died on the Cycladic island of Ios.

All you need to know for the exam, however, is that he ‘wrote’ The Iliad!! 
The Muses

The Muses were nine Greek goddesses who inspired poets, writers, artists and scientists in their work. Each Muse had a specialised area. The Muse for epic poetry, and thus the Muse that Homer called upon to inspire him, was Calliope. She is always pictured with a writing tablet.

	Muse
	Domain
	Emblem

	Calliope
	Epic poetry
	Writing tablet

	Clio
	History
	Scrolls

	Erato
	Lyric poetry
	Cithara

	Euterpe
	Music
	Aulos

	Melpomene
	Tragedy
	Tragic mask

	Polyhymnia
	Choral poetry
	Veil

	Terpsichore
	Dance
	Lyre

	Thalia
	Comedy
	Comic mask

	Urania
	Astronomy
	Globe and compass




The Muses Clio, Euterpe, & Thalia,

by Eustache Le Sueur
At the beginning of the Iliad, Homer calls upon the Muse to ‘sing…of the anger of Achilleus, son of Peleus.’ Epic poetry is what is known as primary epic, which means that it comes from the oral tradition.

In Ancient Greek, poems were sung, chanted or spoken.

Remember when you are reading the Iliad that it was written as a poem, not a novel and that is why we have long descriptions of images and characters, epic similes and epithets.

What is an epic?
	

	

	

	

	

	


What is an epic hero?

	

	

	

	

	

	


Section III: Background to trojan war

The Beauty Contest
So we all know why the Trojan War started, don’t we? Paris, a Trojan prince, stole Helen, wife of the Spartan King Menelaus. Menelaus gathered a posse, made for Ilios (Troy) and thus began a ten year war which ended with the Greeks infiltrating the walls of Troy with a big wooden horse, the brain-child of the wily Odysseus.

Well yes, but there was a lot more to it than that. Think, firstly, of why Helen left her husband when we know she loved him (it says so in ‘The Iliad’). Was she literally ‘stolen’ against her will? No, she went willingly. In ‘The Odyssey’, she asks for forgiveness from both Odysseus and Menelaus for her selfish act. 

The war originated from a quarrel between the goddesses Athena, Hera and Aphrodite, after Eris (Latin Discordia, her opposite is Harmonia, Latin Concordia), the goddess of strife and discord, gave them a golden apple, sometimes known as the Apple of Discord, marked "for the fairest". Zeus sent the goddesses to Paris, who judged that Aphrodite, as the "fairest", should receive the apple. In exchange, Aphrodite made Helen, the most beautiful of all women and wife of Menelaus, fall in love with Paris, who took her to Troy.

Agamemnon, king of Mycenae and the brother of Helen's husband Menelaus, led an expedition of Achaean troops to Troy and besieged the city for ten years because of Paris' insult. To add salt to the wound, Paris was at the time a guest in Menelaus’ house, thus he broke the Greek Law of Hospitality. After the deaths of many heroes, including the Achaeans Achilles and Ajax, and the Trojans Hector and Paris, the city fell to the ruse of the Trojan Horse. The Achaeans slaughtered the Trojans (except for some of the women and children whom they kept or sold as slaves) and desecrated the temples, thus earning the gods' wrath. Few of the Achaeans returned safely to their homes and many founded colonies in distant shores. The Romans later traced their origin to Aeneas, one of the Trojans, who was said to have led the surviving Trojans to modern day Italy. ‘The Aeneid’, by Virgil, the story of Aeneas’ journey from Troy to Italy, is the Romans’ answer to ‘the Odyssey’.

The Ancient Greeks thought the Trojan War was an historical event that had taken place in the 13th or 12th century BC, and believed that Troy was located in modern day Turkey near the Dardanelles (a strait or narrow channel of water in northwest Turkey). By modern times both the war and the city were widely believed to be non-historical. In 1870, however, German archaeologist Heinrich Schliemann excavated a site in this area which he identified as Troy; this claim is now accepted by most scholars. Although some believe there is an historical element to the tale, it is taken as a story, not an actual event.
The Story of the Fall of Troy

The Apple of Discord
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The Trojan War has its roots in the marriage between Peleus and T____, a sea-goddess and mother of Achilleus. Peleus and Thetis had not invited E____, the goddess of discord, to their marriage and the outraged goddess stormed into the wedding banquet and threw a golden ____ onto the table. The apple belonged to, Eris said, whomever was the ________.

H____, A______, and A__________ each reached for the apple. Zeus proclaimed that _______, prince of Troy and thought to be the most beautiful man alive, would act as the judge.

Hermes went to ______, and he agreed to act as the judge. Hera promised him p_______, Athena promised him w______, and Aphrodite promised the most ________ ________ in the world.

Paris chose _________, and she promised him that ______, wife of M_________, would be his wife. Paris then prepared to set off for S_______ to capture Helen. Twin prophets Cassandra and Helenus tried to persuade him against such action, as did his mother, H________. But Paris would not listen and he set off for S_________.

In Sparta, M_______, husband of _______, treated Paris as a royal guest. However, when Menelaus left Sparta to go to a funeral, Paris abducted Helen (who perhaps went willingly) and also carried off much of M________' wealth. In Troy, Helen and Paris were married. 

Greek Armament
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Menelaus, however, was outraged to find that Paris had taken Helen. Menelaus then called upon all of Helen's old suitors, as all of the suitors had made an oath long ago that they would all back Helen's husband to defend her honour.

Many of the suitors did not wish to go to war. O_________ pretended to be insane but this trick was uncovered by Palamedes. A________, though not one of the previous suitors, was sought after because the seer C__________ had stated that Troy would not be taken unless he would fight.

Embassy to Priam
O_________, known for his eloquence, and Menelaus were sent as ambassadors to P_____. They demanded ______ and the stolen treasure be returned. ______ refused, and they returned to the Greek ships with the announcement that war was inevitable.
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The War
The first _____ years of the war consisted of both war in Troy and war against the neighbouring regions. The Greeks realized that Troy was being supplied by its neighbouring kingdoms, so Greeks were sent to defeat these areas.

As well as destroying Trojan economy, these battles let the Greeks gather a large amount of resources and other spoils of war, including women (e.g., B_________, Tecmessa and C__________).

When A___________’s prize Chryseis had to be returned to her father, he demanded that he be given Achilleus’ prize, B________. Achilleus removed himself from the fighting in temper and the Greeks begin losing. P________ asked Achilleus if he could wear his armour in an attempt to fool the Trojans into thinking the best Greek warrior is back. He was killed by H__________ whom Achilleus killed in revenge. Achilleus is himself killed by P________, when A________ directs an arrow to his vulnerable spot, his Achilles’ heel! (Geddit?!)

However, the Greeks could not break down the ______ of Troy.

Helenos, son of P______, had been captured by O_________. A prophet, Helenus told the Greeks that Troy would not fall unless:

a) P________, Achilles' son, fought in the war,
b) The bow and arrows of H_________ were used by the Greeks against the Trojans,
c) The remains of Pelops, the famous Eleian hero, were brought to Troy, and
d) The Palladium, a statue of Athena, was stolen from Troy.

Phoenix persuaded P_______ to join the war. Philoctetes had the bow and arrows of Hercules, but had been left by the Greek fleet in Lemnos because he had been bitten by a snake and his wound had a horrendous smell. Philoctetes was bitter, but was finally persuaded to join the Greeks. The remains of Pelops were gotten, and Odysseus infiltrated Trojan defences and stole the Palladium.

The Trojan Horse

Still seeking to gain entrance into Troy, cl______ Odysseus (some say with the aid of Athena) ordered a large wooden horse to be built. Its insides were to be _________ so that soldiers could hide within it.

A number of the Greek warriors, along with Odysseus, climbed inside. The rest of the Greek fleet sailed away, so as to deceive the Trojans.
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One man, S______, was left behind. When the Trojans came to marvel at the huge creation, S______ pretended to be angry with the Greeks, stating that they had d___________ him. He assured the Trojans that the wooden horse was safe and would bring luck to the Trojans. Only two people, L_________ and C___________, spoke out against the horse, but they were ignored. The Trojans dragged the wooden horse into Troy.

That night, after most of Troy was asleep or in a drunken stupor, S_____let the Greek warriors out from the horse, and they slaughtered the Trojans. P_____ was killed as he huddled by Zeus' altar and Cassandra was pulled from the statue of Athena and raped by Ajax the Lesser.

After the War
After the war, Polyxena, daughter of Priam, was sacrificed at the tomb of Achilles and A________, son of Hector, was also sacrificed, signifying the end of the war.

Aeneas, a Trojan ______, managed to escape the destruction of Troy, and Virgil's Aeneid tells of his _______ from Troy. Menelaus, who had been determined to kill his f_________ wife, was soon taken by Helen's beauty and seductiveness that he allowed her to live and she returned with him to Sparta.
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The surviving Trojan _________ were divided among the Greek men along with the other _______. The Greeks then set sail for home, which, for some, proved as difficult and took as much time as the Trojan War itself (e.g., Odysseus and Menelaus). 
Section III: Characters
The characters in the Iliad
Both immortals and mortals feature as characters in ‘The Iliad’. The gods, apart from Zeus and Hermes are divided between the Greeks and the Trojans.

Helen is the only human who is neutral, as she is a Greek (from Sparta) who is living in Troy.

	Gods
	Greeks
	Trojans

	Zeus 

(neutral)
	Agamemnon  (Greek leader)
	Priam 
(King of Troy)

	Hermes 

(Neutral)
	Menelaus (brother of Agamemnon and husband of Helen)
	Paris (brother of Hector and abductor of Helen)

	Apollo (Trojan)
	Achilles (greatest Greek warrior)
	Hector (Troy’s greatest warrior)

	Poseidon (Trojan)
	Calchas 

(prophet)
	Hekabe

(Wife of Priam)

	Aphrodite(Trojan)
	Clytemenstra 

(Ag’s wife)
	Andromache (Hector’s wife)

	Hera (Greek)
	Odysseus

(Hero of Odyssey)
	Astyanax/ Skamandrios
(Hector’s son)

	Athena (Greek)
	Briseis

(Achilles’ prize)
	Chryseis 

(Ag’s prize)

	Thetis (Greek)
	Peleus 

(Achilles’ father)
	Chryses (Apollo’s priest and father of Chryseis)

	
	Nestor 

(90 year old King)
	Sarpedon 

(Son of Zeus)

	
	Patroclus 

(Achilles’ cousin)
	Aeneas

(led Trojans to Italy after war)

	
	Ajax (Aias)

(Strongest Greek & Achilles’ cousin)
	Cassandra & Helenus
(twin prophets)

	
	Diomedes 
(armour swap with Glaucus)
	


Characters in ‘The Iliad’
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	Across
	Down

	1. Agamemnon's prize

4. Brother of Hektor and Paris, 

third husband of Helen after death of Paris

5. Leads Trojans out of Troy after war

6. King of Mycene and brother of Menelaus

9. Wife of Hektor

13. Father of Achilles

14. KIng of Sparta, husband of Helen,

brother of Agamemnon

17. Second strongest Greek, Achilleus' 

cousin, first to break the Trojan line

18. Cousin of Achilles


	1. Twin sister of Helenus, Tojan prophet

2. Son of Priam and Troy's greatest warrior

3. Mother of Achilleus

7. King of Troy

8. Achilleus' prize

9. Son of Hektor, birth name Skamandrios

10. The woman whose 'face launched a 

thousand ships'

11. Brother of Hektor, Helen's lover/ 

second husband

12. Swaps armour with Glaucus

15. 90 year old king of Pylos

16. Son of Zeus killed by Patroklos


Origins of the heroes of ‘The Iliad’
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Variations of names in ‘The Iliad’

You will see different versions of familiar names in this Penguin edition of ‘The Iliad’ than what you are used to.

· For example, Achilleus instead of Achilles.
Also:
Hektor instead of Hector

Patroklos instead of Patroclus

Hekabe instead of Hecube
· However, you will also that that some characters are referred to as ‘The Son of…’

The Son of Kronos

= 
Zeus

The Son of Atreus

= 
Agamemnon or Menelaus (brothers)

The Son of Peleus

= 
Achilles

The Son of Tydeus

= 
Diomedes

The Son of Menoitios
= 
Patroklos

The Son of Telamon
= 
Ajax (Aias, ‘the greater Aias’ or ‘Telamonian Aias’)

The Son of Oíleis

=
the lesser Aias (two Aias’ together known as ‘the Aiantes’.

The son of Phyleus

= 
Meges

· Achilleus is also described as being ‘of Aiakos’ stock’. Aiakos, or Aeacus more commonly, was his grandfather, so he is descended from, or ‘of the family of’ Aiakos.

Likewise, Priam, the king of Troy, is known as ‘Dardanian Priam’, or of ‘the stock of Dardanos’ (a remote ancestor)

Q. Who do you think characters were referred to in these ways? 

______________________________________________________________

· Homer never refers to the Greeks as the Greeks. 

- He calls them Argives (natives of Argos, a Greek city), used 29 times in ‘The Iliad’.
- Or Danaans (descendants of Danaus, king of Argos), used 138 times in ‘The Iliad’.
- or Achaians (natives of the area known as Achaea, a region in the north central part of the Peloponnese), used 598 times. The names are used indifferently.

· Troy is usually called Ilios.
· Paris is often called Alexandros.
· The Trojan river Xanthos is also called Skamandros.
· Aphrodite is sometimes called Kypris.
· Agamemnon’s city, Mykene, you know as Mycenae.

Epithets and Imagery
* An epithet is an heroic adjective. They are used to highlight the characteristics, good or otherwise, of the gods and heroes in an epic.
	Name
	Who are they?
	Epithet/ Image 

	Hektor


	
	

	Achilles


	
	

	Agamemnon


	
	

	Hera


	
	

	Athene


	
	

	Patrokalos


	
	

	Achaians


	
	

	Myrmidons


	
	

	Apollo


	
	

	Kalchas


	
	

	Nestor


	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Family trees

Trojans:

King Priam
 = ____________



|\


V V
Hector = ____________   


Paris = ___________


|



V

_______________

Greeks:

 




Atreus 





| \





V  V
Agamemnon= __________ 

 Menelaus = _________

(Prize = ____________)

Divine/ Semi-divine


Thetis = ________________



|




v

______________
= ________________ (Prize)



|



V

N_________/ P___________
(Mother = Princess Deidamia)
Helen of Troy  

The woman whose face launched a thousand ships
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Mother: Leda
Father: Zeus 

Birth: Zeus visited Leda disguised as a swan on the same night that Leda lay with her husband

Tyndareus, King of Sparta. Leda bore Helen and Polydeuces, children of Zeus while at the same time bearing Castor and Clytemnestra, children of her father and husband Tyndareus, the King of Sparta. In some versions, Helen is a daughter of Nemesis, the goddess of vengeance.
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Husband: Menelaus, king of Sparta[image: image7.jpg]
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Lover/ Second husband: Paris, Prince of Troy and brother of Hektor
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Name: Originally Helen of Sparta while married to Menelaus, became known as Helen of Troy when she eloped/ was stolen by Paris and taken back to Troy, thus launching the ten year war.

Third husband: When Paris died in the war, his brother Deiphobos married Helen. Deiphobos was then in turn killed by Menelaus when he invaded the palace to take Helen back to Troy.
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Return to Sparta: Helen is portayed in ‘The Odyssey’ as the epitome of the humble wife. She berates herself for having left her husband Menelaus and causing the Trojan War.

Section IV: questions by book

Questions by page number





Book I                  

Page 3:
Q1. What is the opening paragraph to the Iliad known as? _______________________________________________

Q2. Who is Homer speaking to here? ___________________

Q3. What is he asking for help with? ___________________

Q4.Which two Greek warriors are quarrelling? ____________

Q5. Who is Chryses and what two items does he bring to the Greeks? ________________________________________

Q6. Does Agamemnon respond as his men wished? Give proof of your answer. _______________________________________________

Q7. What punishment has Apollo sent to the Greeks? _______________________________________________

Page 4:

Q8.How does Agamemnon insult Chryses? _______________________________________________

Q9. Give two epithets used for Apollo on this page? _______________________________________________

Q10. What simile is used to describe Apollo’s coming to earth? What does it tell us about him? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Q11. For how many days does Apollo punish the Greeks before an assembly is called? ________________________________________
Q12. Who influenced Achilles to call the meeting? _________

Page 5:

Q13. Who was Calchas and why does he beg Achilles for protection? ______________________________________

Q14. Who does Calchas say must be done to appease Apollo? _______________________________________________

Q15. What simile in the last paragraph describes Ag’s anger? _______________________________________________

Page 6:
Q16. Ag names his wife. Who is she and what do you know about her? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Q17. What does Achilles generously offer if Ag will return Chryses to her father without punishing anyone else? _______________________________________________________
Q18. What is Ag’s response? _________________________

Page 7:

Q19. What reason does Ach give for having joined Ag’s expedition to Troy? __________________________________________________

Q20. What does Ach threaten to do if Ag takes away his slave girl? _______________________________________________________
Page 8:
Q21. Who are the Myrmidons? ________________________

Q22. Who is Briseis? _______________________________

Q23. Who stops Ach from killing Ag, how and who sent him? _______________________________________________________
Q24. What prophecy does she make to try to calm and console Achilles? _______________________________________________________
Page 9:

Q25. Achilles obeys the instructions of the goddess? In doing this he shows p______ (respect for the gods).

Q26. What insults does Ach hurl at Ag? _______________________________________________ 

Q27. How does Ach promise Ag will suffer as a result of his actions? ________________________________________

Q28. Who is Nestor and where is he from? ______________

Page 10:

Q29. What does Nestor advise each quarrelling comrade to do? ____________________________________________

Q30. Why does Peleus say Agamemnon is more powerful than Achilleus? ______________________________________

Page 11:

Q31. Who led the ship that went to take Briseis from Achilles? _______
Q32. How do we know Briseis wasn’t happy to leave Achilles? _______________________________________________________
Page 12:

Q33. What kind of life does Achilles say he has been doomed to? ___________________________________________

Q34. Achilleus explains to his mother why Apollo was angry at the Greeks. Explain briefly why. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Page 13:

Q35. What does Achilles ask his mother to do? _______________________________________________
Q36. Explain the following quote: ‘Agamemnon may come to recognise his folly, in paying no honour to the best of the Achaians.’ ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Page 14:

Q37. What are the ‘holy hecatombs’? ___________________

Q38. What do the Greeks do once Chryseis has been returned to her father? ________________________________________________
Page 15: 

Q39. What image is given of Achilleus as the rest of the Greeks advance on Troy? ________________________________________________
Page 16:

Q40. What does Thetis ask of Zeus? _______________________________________________

Q41. Why is Zeus initially afraid of granting Thetis’ request? _______________________________________________

Q42. Why is Hera suspicious of Zeus? _______________________________________________

Page 17:

Q43. How would you describe how Zeus speaks to Hera in this extract? ________________________________________

Q44. Who is Hephaestos’s mother? ____________________

Q45. What does he advise her to do? __________________________
Page 18:

Q46. What comparison are we left with at the end of Book I?

 _______________________________________________
Questions by page number





Book VI

Page 91:
Q1. What are the two Trojan rivers mentioned on this page? _______________________________________________

Q2. What were the warrior’s spear tips made of? __________

Q3. How is the death of Acamas described and who is killed him? ___________________________________________

Q4. Who is killed by (a) Diomedes and (b) Euryalus? 

_______________________________________________

Page 92:

Q5. Who has Menelaus captured? _____________________

Q6. What does his prisoner offer him to escape death? _____

Q7. How does Ag respond? Give a quote to show. _______________________________________________

Page 93:

Q8. What advice does Nestor give the Trojan warriors and why? ___________________________________________

Q9. Giving lots of detail, explain what Hector’s brother, Helenus, tells him to do. Why is he to do this? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Q10. How is Helenus like Calchas? _____________________

Page 94:

Q11. What epithet for Hector is used on this page? ________

Q12. Name the father of (a) Glaucus and (b) Diomedes. _______________________________________________

Q13. What does Diomedes suspect Glaucus might be? _______________________________________________

Q14. Describe how Lycurgus offended the gods and explain how he was punished? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Page 95:

Q15. Glaucus tells Diomedes the story of his family, especially his heroic ancestor Bellerophon. Using at least one sentence for each, explain what the following has to do with his story.

(a)Ephyre:______________________________________________________________________________________

(b)Bellerophon:___________________________________________________________________________________

(c)King_Proteus:__________________________________________________________________________________

(d)Queen_Anteia:_________________________________________________________________________________

(e)Lycia:________________________________________________________________________________________

(f)Folded_tablet:_________________________________________________________________________________

Page 96:

(h)Chimaera:____________________________________________________________________________________

(h)Solymi:______________________________________________________________________________________

(i)Amazons:_____________________________________________________________________________________

(j)Laodamia:_____________________________________________________________________________________

(k)Isander:_____________________________________________________________________________________

(l)Hippolochus:___________________________________________________________________________________

(m)Sarpedon:____________________________________________________________________________________

Page 97:

Q16. How are the families of Glaucus and Diomedes linked? Explain briefly: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Q17. What promise do these two warriors make to each other? _______________________________________________

Q18. Describe the exchange of gifts that takes place and comment on who got the better deal and why. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Page 98:

Q19. Hecabe, Hector’s mother offers him wine to sacrifice to Zeus. Why does he refuse? __________________________

Q20. What does Hector tell his mother to do? _______________________________________________

Q21. What do the Trojan women propose to sacrifice each year and to whom? ____________________________________

Q22. What do they want her to do in return? _______________________________________________

Page 99:

Q23. How does Pallas Athene answer? _______________________________________________

Q24. Where does Hector find Helen and Paris and describe what each is doing? _______________________________________________

Page 100:

Q25. What reasons does Hector have for criticising his brother Paris? ____________________________________

Q26. Where is Andromache when Hektor arrives home and why? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Page 101:

Q27. Where are the Skaian Gates? ____________________

Q28. What image is used to describe Hektor’s son here? _______________________________________________

Q29. Why was he nicknamed Astyanax? _______________________________________________

Q30. Why does Andromache say that she is afraid of Achilles? _______________________________________________

Q31. What does she say Hektor is to her? _______________________________________________

Page 102:

Q32. Who is the son of Tydeus mentioned here? __________

Q33. Give an epithet used for Priam here. _______________

Q34. What happens when Hektor goes to take his son and why? _______________________________________________

Page 103: 

Q35. What does Hektor pray his for son when he Hektor dies? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Q36. How does Hektor console Andromache? _______________________________________________________
Q37. What image is used to describe Paris’ entering the fight? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Page 104:

Q40. Who is Alexandros? ___________________________

Q41. What does Hektor say he was pained at? _______________________________________________

Questions by page number




Book XVI

Page 253:
Q1. What does Ach compare Patroklos to in the first paragraph and why? _______________________________________________________
Q2. Why is Pat upset? ______________________________________
Q3. Describe the state of affairs of the battle at this stage. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Page 254: 

Q4. What does Pat ask of Achilles? ____________________

Page 255:

Q5. Why does Ach agree, what does he expect will happen? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Q6. What instructions does Ach give Pat? What must he not do? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Q7. Which god does Achilles warn Patroklos about and why? 

_______________________________________________________

Q8. Who was the last of the Trojans left defending the ships? _______
Page 256:

Q9. What does Homer do here that he did at the beginning of Book I? _____________________________________________________
Q10. Give an epithet for Patroklos here. _________________

Q11. Describe Achilles’ armour in detail.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Q12. What was the only weapon of Achilles’ that Pat didn’t bring and why? ___________________________________

Q13. Achilles’ chariot-driver was called A_____________ and his two horses X___________ and B_________.

Page 257:

Q14. What are Achilleus’ Myrmidons compared to in the simile on this page? ____________________________________

Q15. How many men had Achilleus brought to Troy? ________

Page 258:

Q16. What had the Myrmidons been saying about Achilleus in his absence? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Q17. Describe the cup that Achilles takes out. What did he use it for? _______________________________________________________
Page 259:

Q18. What two things does Achilleus ask of Zeus?

(a) ____________________________________________

(b) ____________________________________________

Q19. Which of Achilleus’ wishes will Zeus not grant? _______________________________________________

Q20. Who is compared to ‘a horde of wasps’ and why? _______________________________________________

Page 260: 

Q21. Describe the Trojans’ reactions upon seeing Patroklos in Achilleus’ armour. _______________________________________________

Page 262:

Q22. Who did Patroklos yearn (long) to kill? ______________

Page 263:

Q23. List the men Patroklos kills on this page: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Q24. Which of these deaths was best described in your opinion? Give a quote to show. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Page 264:

Q25. Who is Sarpedon’s father? ______________________

Q26. Why can’t he save his son from his terrible fate? (Note Hera’s speech).

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Q27. What did he send to earth just before Patroklos killed his son ? ______________________________________

Q28. Who will carry Sarpedon away from this life? ________

Page 265:

Q29. Who does Glaucus pray to for help, inspired by Sarpedon’s dying words ? ____________________________

Page 266:

Q30. How does this god help him ? _______________________________________________

Page 267:

Q31. What does Patroklos want to do to Sarpedon’s corpse ? _______________________________________________

Page 267:

Q32. How does Zeus make this more difficult ? _______________________________________________

Page 268:

Q33. Who shoots arrows at Meriones and misses, and what is this warrior famous for doing after the Trojan War ? _______________________________________________
Page 269:

Q34. What simile is used here to describe the men’s fighting? _______________________________________________

Q35. What decision is Zeus pondering over here? _______________________________________________

Q36. What does he do to Hektor? _____________________________
Q37. What was done with Sarpedon’s armour? ____________________

Q38. What does Zeus tell Apollo to do with Sarpedon’s corpse? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Page 270:
Q39. What mistake does Patroklos make here? _______________________________________________________
Q40. How many times does Patroklos try to climb the walls of Troy? ____
Page 271:

Q41. What epithet is used for Hektor here? _____________________

Q42. Who is Hektor’s charioteer? ___________________________

Q43. Who was his father? ______________________________

Q44. Who killed him? _________________________________

Questions by page number




Book XXII

Pg 358

(i) Who gives Achilleus back his spear after his spear failed to hit Hektor? ________________________________________________

(ii) Why did Hektor despair after his spear failed to hit Achilleus? _______________________________________________________

(iii) What does Hektor realise Athene has done? _______________________________________________________

Pg 359

(i) What epithet is used to describe Hektor? _____________________________________

(ii) Name two descriptions given to Achilleus as he charges towards Hector. _______________________________________________________________________

(iii) How did Achilleus know where the most vulnerable spot on Patroklos’ armour was and where   was it? _______________________________________________________

(iv) What does Hector beg of Achilleus here? _______________________________________________________

Pg 360
(i) Why does Achilleus reject Hektor’s pleas? _______________________________________________________

(ii) Of what does Achilleus warn Hektor here? _______________________________________________________

(iii) What does Achilleus say to Hektor’s dying body? _______________________________________________________

Pg361

(i) Why have the Achaians won great glory? _______________________________________________________

(ii) How did Achilleus desecrate the body of Hektor? (Three points)

(a) _______________________________________________________

(b) _______________________________________________________

(c) _______________________________________________________

(iii) How is the grief of Hektor’s parents portayed? _______________________________________________________

Pg 362

(i) Which important character has not yet heard of Hektor’s death? ____________________

(ii) What does she say always possessed him and what is this called in Greek? _____________

Pg 363
(i) What happened her when she found out about Hektor’s death and how is this described? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(ii) How does she say her son will suffer as a result? _______________________________________________________

Pg 364

(i) What name is given to Hektor’s son and why was he given this name? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(ii) What does she say will happen to Hektor’s dead body? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(iii) What will she do with his clothes and for what reason will she do this? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Questions by page number




Book XXIV
Page 388:
Q1. Whose funeral games had just finished? _____________________

Q2. Describe what Achilles did to Hektor’s body each dawn. _______________________________________________________

Q3. What was Apollo’s golden aegis and what did he use it for? _______________________________________________________

Q4. How did most of the gods feel about Achilles’ treatment of Hektor’s body? __________________________________________________

Q5. Who did not feel this way and why? _________________________

Page 389:

Q5. For how many days had Achilles been performing this ritual with Hektor’s body? ________________________________________

Q6. In your own words, what did Apollo say to the gathered gods? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Q7. What is Hera’s answer? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Page 390:

Q8. What solution does Zeus give to the problem of returning Hektor’s body? __________________________________________________

Q9. Who is sent to fetch Thetis? _____________________________
Page 391:

Q10. What does Zeus tell Thetis to do? _________________________

Q11. What does Thetis tell her son to do? _______________________________________________________

Page 392:

Q12. How does Achilles answer ? ______________________________

Q13. What errand is Irish sent on next and by whom ? _______________________________________________________
Page 393:

Q14. What exactly does Irish instruct Priam to do? _______________________________________________________

Q15. What epithet is used for Irish on this page? _________________

Q16. How does Hecabe feel when she finds out what Priam intends to do? _______________________________________________________

Page 394 & 305 :
Q17. List the items Priam brings to ransom his son’s body back. _______________________________________________________

Q18. Describe what Priam says to his sons here. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Q19. What do his sons do for him? _______________________________________________________

Q20. What does Hecabe bring to Priam before he leaves? _______________________________________________________

Page 396:

Q21. What does Hecabe tell Priam to do ? _______________________________________________________
Q22. What omen does Zeus send to show Priam he is fully protected? _______________________________________________________

Page 397:
Q23. What task does Zeus assign to his son Hermes? _______________________________________________________

Q24. Write out the epithet used for Hermes here. _______________________________________________________

Q25. What form does Hermes take? ___________________________

Q26. How do Priam and his herald react when they first see Hermes? _______________________________________________________
Page 398:

Q27. What calms them down ? ________________________________

Page 399:

Q28. Who is Hermes pretending to be ? ________________________

Q29. What does he tell Priam about Hektor’s body? _______________________________________________________

Page 400:
Q30. How does Hermes ensure they are not discovered by the Myrmidons ? _____________________________________________

Page 401:

Q31. Describe how Priam approaches Achilles. _______________________________________________________

Q32. What does Priam say about Achilles’ father Peleus? _______________________________________________________

Q33. How do you feel about Priam after reading this extract? _______________________________________________________

Q34. How did Priam’s statement make Achilles feel? Who did he think of? _______________________________________________________

Page 402:

Q35. ‘You have a heart of iron’. Why does Achilles say this to Priam? _______________________________________________________

Q36. What does Zeus keep in the two jars on the floor of his palace? _______________________________________________________

Page 403:

Q37. What things make Achilles sure that Priam’s request has the god’s approval?________________________________________________

Page 404:

Q38. Why does Achilles have the women servants wash Hektor’s body out of sight? _______________________________________________

Q39. What does Achilles promise the spirit of Patroklos? _______________________________________________________

Q40. Who is Niobe? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Page 405:

Q41. Why does Achilles tell Priam this story ? _______________________________________________________

Q42. What do Priam and Achilles notice about each other after they have eaten? _________________________________________________

Q43. Why does Achilles advise Priam to sleep outside of his hut? _______________________________________________________

Page 406:
Q44. For how many days does Achilles agree to call a truce so that Hektor can receive proper burial ? _____________________________

Q45. When Hermes wakens Priam, how does he convince him to leave before morning? __________________________________________

Page 407:

Q46. Who was the first to see Priam return? _____________________

Q47. What do you know about this person? _______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Page 408:

Q48. What does Andromache say to her husband’s body? ____________

Q49. What does Hecabe say? ________________________________

Page 409:

Q50. What does Helen say? _________________________________

Page 410:

Q51. In your own words, describe the ending of this book. What do you think of the conclusion? ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Section v: Summaries

Book I: The Anger of Achilleus

Homer calls on the ________ to sing of the anger of Achilleus, son of ___________.

The m_________ is a goddess who inspires the poet to write.

The Ancient Greeks would have heard The Iliad sung instead of reading it.

It was the anger of Achilleus that brought terrible ________ to the _________ and sent many souls to an early grave in ______.

It is the ninth year of the _____ year-long Trojan War.

A fight breaks out between ____________, brother of __________ and the leader of the Greeks and _________, son of __________ and the greatest Greek fighter.

The god of music and prophecy, _______ is angry because Agamemnon will not return for ransom his prize __________, the daughter of one of his priests, Chryses.

The god _________ sent a plague to infest the Greek camp.

A________ calls a council to decide what to do and A________ starts a fight with him.

A________ agrees to give up his prize Chryseis, but says in return for this offer, he should get Achilleus’ prize, B________.

A________ is furious and refuses to _________ anymore.

He asks his mother __________ to persuade Zeus to grant success in war to the __________ so that the Greeks will be forced to acknowledge how important he is.

The Olympians hold a council and Zeus agrees __________________________________________.
Summary Book VI: Hektor in Troy

The battle continues but the _____ are now out of the fighting.
The _________ break the ________ line and drive them back towards ______.

A____ is the first to break the line. The p________ said that the first to break through would be the first to _____. This p________ foreshadows the early death of A_____.

M________ takes Adrestos alive, who b_____ him to spare him, saying his father would give him unlimited r________ for his release.

M_______ begins to pity him but A__________ comes running to him and berates him for having ______. He tells him to _____ ____, no-one must _______ alive.

H_______ and A_______ are advised by H______’s brother, the Trojan s______ H_______ to persuade the Trojan ________ to make sacrifices to __________.

They should place a ______ on the knees of the goddess ________ and to sacrifice __________ ________ in her temple.

H_________ rallies the Trojan army to fight, and they fight with such v_______ that the ________ think a ____ has come down to help them fight.

On the battlefield, D___________ meets G_________ on the ground between the two sides, ___-_____ ______, and asks if he is a _____ or a _____?

D__________ says if he is a _____ he will not ______ him, but if he is _________ he is going to kill him.

G_________ explains in detail his lineage to D________ and they realise that their families were g______ -friends in past generations.

Observing Zeus’ law of h__________, x________, they agree to keep away from each other in the f_________, and exchange their _________.

Zeus takes G_________ w____ away from him so he swaps his g_____ armour with D________’ bronze armour.

H_________ goes to P______’ house to persuade him to fight.

H_______ also rebukes P______ for not fighting.

H______ here shows remorse for the trouble she has caused in starting the _________ _____.

She wishes she had never married __________ and had been sent to the m_______ or the s___. 

H_________ goes to see his wife A________ and son, A__________.

His son’s name means L_______ of the C______, as H_______ is Troy’s only p___________.

A____________ weeps because she knows H________ will surely die. She says that he has no p______ for his wife and son who will soon be left ________.

Her father, Eetion, was killed by A___________, but he did not strip him of his _____ out of respect, a sad foreshadowing of the fact that A_________ will completely disrespect the body of H_________ when he drags him around the _______ ___ ______, and refuses to give the body back to the T________ for proper b________ and g________.

Her seven _________ were also killed by A___________ on the same day, and her mother was struck down by A____________, the goddess of h________.

She has no f_______ left, H_________ is her life.

She implores him to think of his family and stay ___ _____ __________.

H__________ admits that he worries about these things also, but that the Trojans would see him as a _________ if he were to s_______ away from the fighting.

H_______ reaches out to hold his son, but his son s_______ back from his father, afraid of his __________.

H_________ asks the ______ that his son may be even g________ than he was.

Hector returns to the fighting with P__________.
Summary: Book XVI

_____________ goes to Achilleus’ tent and begs to be allowed to wear Achilleus’ ___________ if Achilleus still refuses to ________ ___ __________ himself. 

Achilleus ____________ to fight but agrees to the ____________ of armour, with the understanding that Patroklos will fight only long enough to save the _______. 

As Patroklos arms himself, the first ship ______________________. 

Achilleus sends his ____________ soldiers, who have not been fighting during their _____________’s absence, out to accompany Patroclus. 

He then prays to Zeus that Patroclus may return with both himself and the ships ____________. 

Homer reveals, however, that Zeus will grant _______ ____ of these prayers.

With the appearance of Patroclus in ____________ _______ the battle quickly _________, and the Trojans retreat from the Achaean ships. 

At first, the line holds together, but when ___________ retreats, the rest of the Trojans become trapped in the trenches. 

_____________ now slaughters every Trojan he encounters. Zeus considers saving his son _________, but Hera persuades him that the other gods would either ________________________ or try to __________________________. 

Zeus resigns himself to Sarpedon’s _____________. 

Patroklos soon spears Sarpedon, and both sides fight over his ________. 

Hector returns briefly to the front in an attempt to retrieve the __________.

Zeus decides to kill ____________ for slaying Sarpedon, but first he lets him rout the Trojans. 

Zeus then makes Hektor temporarily ____________, and Hektor leads the retreat. 
Patroklos, dis___________ Achilleus, ____________ the Trojans all the way to the gates of Troy. 

Homer explains that the city might have fallen at this moment had __________ not intervened and driven Patroklos back from the gates. 
______ persuades Hector to charge Patroklos, but he kills __________, the driver of Hector’s chariot. Trojans and Achaeans fight for Cebriones’ ____________. Amid the chaos, ___________ sneaks up behind Patroklos and ____________ him, and Hector easily finishes him off. Hector ____________ the fallen man, but with his dying words Patroklos foretells __________’s own death.

Summary Book XXII
The Trojans are compared to __________ ______ at the start of this book. This suggests they were weak, the hunted, whereas the Greeks and especially ___________ was the hunter.

The god _____________, pretending to be ____________ had tricked ____________ making him chase him until the Trojan safely got inside the ____________ walls. The only Trojan remaining outside was ___________, for _________ had decided he would die that day. When Achilleus realised Apollo’s trick he is ___________ and dares to threaten him saying, ‘I should like _______ ______ _____, if I only had _____ _______’. Achilles splendid armour is compared to the star ​​​​​​________ as he rushes back to Troy. 
Hektor decided to stay outside and face _________. When his parents realise this they are distraught and beg him to ______ ____. Both have lost many children to __________ blade. One of their biggest fears is that Hektor will be killed and his __________ left unburied to be eaten by ________.

Hektor’s __________ disappears when he comes _______ to ______ with Achilleus. He turns and ______. Achilleus chases him around the walls of ________ ________ times.

Up on Olympos, the gods are asked by _______ to help him decide whether a man as good and ________ as Hektor should die that day. The goddess ________ replies that _________ must die, it is his ________. She has hated the Trojans since the ___________ for the ________. Zeus allows her down to the ___________.

Meanwhile the chase is still on. _______ had given ________ extra strength to enable him to outrun ________ ___ ____ _______ ______. 

At this point _______ weighs the fates of the two warriors on his _______ ________. They show that it is _________’ time to die. At this point, _________ leaves the arena and ________ whispers to Achilles that he should prepare for __________. 
Next __________ appears to ________ disguised as his brother __________. She tells him not to worry, they will fight together. Hektor stops ________ and turns to face Achilleus. They _______ their spears and miss. Athene returns his ________ to Achilleus and abandons Hektor. He realises he has been tricked by the ___________.

Achilleus refuses Hektor’s plea to _________ his body to his parents for _________. He notices that Hektor is wearing the armour he’d given _________ and that there is a gap in the throat part. He thrusts his spear through this and it goes through his ‘soft neck’ but doesn’t sever the _________, leaving Hektor able to _________. Again Hektor begs to be ___________ and again Achilles _________.

As the life leaves Hektor’s body, he foretells the ________ of Achilleus. 

Achilles __________ the body of Hekto of its ________ and the Greeks all take turns to ________ the body with their ________. Then Achilleus slits open Hektor’s ______, threading them with leather straps so that he can be dragged behind his _________. He feels this will ________ for the death of ___________. The corpse is dragged around the walls of Troy _______ times. The weeping and wailing is so loud that ____________ hears and knows her husband is dead. She fears for her ______’s future and __________.

Summary of Book XXIV

The funeral games of __________ have just finished but ________ is still overcome with grief. So much so that each _______ he would tether Hektor’s ________ to his ________ and drag it ________ times around the _______ of his friend. 

The gods p_______ Hektor and urged ________ to steal the body, neither A______, nor P_________ nor H______ would allow this.

Despite this harsh treatment, Hektor’s body remained free from ____________ because of the magical protection that _________’s g________ a_______ gave him. This was an enchanted cloak. Most of the gods agreed with Apollo that Achilleus’ treatment of Hektor’s body was ________ but ________, and ________ didn’t agree. Zeus wouldn’t allow Apollo’s plans to have _______ steal the corpse back because ________ would know and her son would know so he decided that _________ should pay a ________ for his son’s remains.
_______ sends the messenger goddess _____ to see ______. _______ was said to have travelled to earth on ________. _______ tells ________ that Achilleus must accept a _______ from Priam for Hektor’s body. ______ tells her son who agrees.

________ is then sent to _________ and tells him the same thing. Priam was grovelling to _______ in the palace yard when Iris finds him. ________ is very frightened and ________ when she finds out what Priam is about to do. She tells him to ask _____ to send them an ________ so that they will be safe. ________ sends a giant. ________ gathers the ______. It consists of _________ beautiful _______, twelve single ________ , as many ________, as many white ________ and as many ________ to go with them. Priam took ________, ________, _________ and a treasured Thracian ______ to complete the ransom. 
After giving out hrshly to his remaining sons, including ______, ________ and ________, Priam leaves Troy witht eh ransom on a _____ drawn wagon accompanied only by an old _______.

On the  way to the _________ camp they see a young _____ who is in fact _______ the ________ in disguise. He had been sent by Zeus to protect them on their journey. Hermes says that he is one of Achilleus’ _________ and promises to escort Priam safely to Achilleus’ _______. Hermes lifts back the _____ into the camp even though it would normally take _____ men to do. He ensures that all of the sentries are ________ so they can sneak in safely. 
Once inside, Priam approaches Achilles immediately and clutches his _________. Achilles is ______. Praim reminds Achilleus of his own father ________. Achilles is moved by this. Priam kisses the _____ of the ____ who ______ so many of his _______. Achilleus agrees to return the body. He admiringly tells Priam that he has a ______ ___ _____. Achilles explains that ____ has _____ _____ on the floow of his ________. One contains all the _______ of the world and the other the ______. Achilles has his servant women _____ and _____ the body of Hektor with ______ oil. _________, Achilles’ charioteer helps fetch Hektor’s body for Priam. Achilles tells Priam the story of _______ who gathered food for her guests despite the fact that her children had been killed by ______ and ________.

Achilles advises Priam to sleep on the ________outside his hut to avoid their discovery by __________. Achilles goes to sleep with _________ who has been returned to him.

During the night, ______ rouses Priam and his herald and tells them to head to Troy before morning. Achilles had earlier agreed to hold a ____________ for ______ days to allow Hektor full funeral _________.
___________ is first to see Priam return. Then _______, _______ and ________ all lament Hektor’s death.
Section VI: Revision work

Revision questions







Book 1
Q1. What is the opening paragraph to the Iliad known as? 

_______________________________________________

Q2. Who is Homer speaking to here? ___________________

Q3. What is he asking for help with? ___________________

Q4.Which two Greek warriors are quarrelling at the start of the Iliad?

_______________________________

Q5. Who is Chryses? _______________________________________

Q6. What punishment has Apollo sent to the Greeks? 

_______________________________________________________

Q7. Why was Apollo punishing the Greeks? Give detail. 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Q8. What simile is used to describe Apollo’s coming to earth? 

_______________________________________________________

Q9. For how many days does Apollo punish the Greeks before an assembly is called? ______________________________

Q10. Who influenced Achilles to call the meeting? _________________

Q11. Who was Calchas and why does he beg Achilles for protection?

_______________________________________________________

Q12. What does Calchas say must be done to appease Apollo? 

_______________________________________________________

Q13. What simile is used to describe Agamemnon’s anger? 

_______________________________________________________

Q14. Who is Agamemnon’s wife? _______________________


Q15. What does Ach threaten to do if Ag takes away his slave girl? 

_______________________________________________________

Q16. Who are the Myrmidons? _______________________________

Q17. Who is Briseis? _______________________________

Q18. Who stops Ach from killing Ag? ___________________________

Q19. Who is Nestor and where is he from? ______________________

Q20. What does Agamomenon say he will do if Chryseis is taken away from him? _______________________________________________

Q21. What insult does Achilleus hurl at Agamemnon? _______________

Q22. “I swear now that there will come a time when the loss of Achilleus will be felt by the whole number of the Achaians.” Who speaks these lines and what is he talking about?

_______________________________________________________

Q23. Nestor says that while Achilleus is a man of strength, Agamemnon is more powerful. Why? ______________________________________

Q24. Who are the sons of Atreus? ____________________________

Q25. Who takes Briseis away from Achilleus’ hut? _________________

Q26. Explain the following quote: “Agamemnon may come to recognise his folly, in paying no honour to the best of the Achaians.” 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Q27. What kind of life does Thetis say her son is destined for? 

_______________________________________________________

Q28. Who is described as the son of Peleus? _____________________

Q29. What does Thetis ask of Zeus? ___________________________

Q30. What contrast are we left with at the very end of Book One?

_______________________________________________________
Revision Questions






Book VI

Q1. Who has left the fighting at the start of Book VI? _____

Q2. Who was the first to break the Trojan line? __________

Q3. What did the prophecy say about the first to break through the enemy lines? _________________________________________

Q4. Who was Boukolion’s father? _________________

Q5. What was the name of Nestor’s son, who killed Ableros? _________
Q6. What did Adrestos beg of Menelaus stood over him with ‘a long-shadowed spear’? _______________________________________________

Q7. What did Agamemnon warn Menelaus here? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Q8. What did Nestor entreat the Greeks to do? _______________________________________________

Q9. Upon whom does Helenos, son of Priam, say the burden of battle falls? ______________________________

Q10. What does Helenos instruct Hector to do? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Q11. What do the Greeks think has happened when Hektor rallies the Trojans to fight? _______________________________________________

Q12. Give an epithet used for Hektor in Book VI. __________

Q13. Who was Glaukos? _____________________________

Q14. Who did he meet on the battlefield? _______________

Q15. What did this person ask him? ____________________

Q16. What did they exchange once they had discovered their families were ancient guest-friends? ___________________

Q17. What did Glaukos do when Zeus’ took his wits away from him? ___________________________________________

Q18. Who does Hektor visit first? _____________________

Q19. What was he doing? ___________________________________

Q20. What did Hektor tell him to do? __________________________
Q21. Who urges Paris back to war? ____________________

Q22. Who does Hektor go to see next? _________________

Q23. What does his son’s name mean? __________________

Q24. What does Andromache ask him to do? _______________________________________________

Q25. Who killed her father and brothers? _______________

Q26. Who killed her mother? ________________________

Q27. Why does Hektor say he must return to the fighting? _______________________________________________________

Revision Questions






Book XVI
Q1. What does the term ‘well-benched’ mean? ____________________
Q2. What epithet/ epic simile is applied to Achilles in Book XVI? _______________________________________________________
Q3. How does Achilleus describe Patroklos? _______________________________________________________
Q4. The deaths of which two men would grieve the Acheaens the most? _______________________________________________________
Q5. What four Greek heroes have been hit? _______________________________________________________
Q6. How does Patroklos chastise Achilleus? _______________________________________________________
Q7. What does he ask of Achilleus? _______________________________________________________
Q8. What does the word ‘entreaty’ mean? ____________________________

Q9. And ‘vexation’? _______________________________________

Q10. What does Achilleus say about the prophecy of his fate? _______________________________________________________
Q11. How does he say Agamemnon treated him? _______________________________________________________
Q12. What is the meaning/ context of the following quote? ‘But all this is past…’ _______________________________________________________
Q13. What orders does Achilleus give Patroklos? _______________________________________________________
Q14. Give two reasons why he gives him those particular orders? _______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
Q15. Which god favours the Trojans according to Achilleus? _________
Q16. Which Greek hero dies here and what prophecy did this fulfil? _______________________________________________________
Q17. An epithet used here for Patroklos? _______________________________________________________
Q18. What item did Patroklos not take from Achilleus and why? _______________________________________________________
Q19. What epic simile is used for the Myrmidons? _______________________________________________________
Q20. How many Myrmidons were there? (You may need to do some Maths!) _________________________________________________
Q21. “Shield pressed on shield”. Who/ what does this image describe? _______________________________________________________
Q22. What two men lead the Myrmidons? _______________________________________________________
Q23. What does Achilleus ask of Zeus? _______________________________________________________
Q24. What does Patroklos ask of the Myrmidons? _______________________________________________________

Q25. What epic simile is used for the Greeks here? _______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________
Q26. “Patroklos hauled him out…” Whose death is described here? _____
Q27. Who are the Lycians? _______________________________________

Q28. Who are compared to two vultures? ___________________________________

Q29. Who is the most significant person Patroklos killed? ______________________

Q30. Who wanted to save him? _____________________________

Q31. Who convinced him not to and explain why. _______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
Q32. Why did Zeus send darkness over the battle? _______________________________________________________
Q33. How did Zeus affect Hector? __________________________________

Q34. How could Patroklos apparently have escaped death? _______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
Q35. How did Kebriones die? ___________________________________________
Revision questions






Book XXII
Q1. Who is winning the battle at this stage? _________________

Q2. Where is Ilios? _________________

Q3. What is the name of the gates of Troy? ___________________

Q4. Why does Apollo say it is useless for Achilles to chase him? 

_______________________________________________________

Q5. How many times does Achilleus chase Hector around the walls of Troy? ________________

Q6. Who does Athena disguise herself as? _______________________

Q7. When does Hektor realise his fate is sealed? _________________

Q8. What does Hektor foretell with his dying breath? 

_______________________________________________________

Q9. What do the Greeks do to Hektor’s corpse?

 _______________________________________________________

Q10. What does Achilleus want to do before attacking Troy? _________

Q11. What does Achilleus do with Hektor’s corpse? Give detail.

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Q12. Who buries Hektor? _________________________

Q13. Who has still not heard of his death? __________________

Q14. ‘that dangerous pride which always possessed him.’ (Andromache) What is the Greek word for excessive pride? ____________________

Revision questions






Book XXIV
Q1. Whse funeral games have just ended? _________________

Q2.Who takes pity on Hector? _________________

Q3. What does Apollo ask the gods? ___________________________

Q4. Why does Hera believe Hektor is less deserving than Achilleus? 

_______________________________________________________

Q5.Why did the gods like Hektor? _____________________________

Q6. Zeus tells Iris to tell Thetis that Achilleus must return the body of Hektor for what? _______________________

Q7. Who is Iris? _________________

Q8. Who is Thetis? ____________________________________

Q9. How is Achilleus when Thetis finds him? _____________________

Q10. What does Iris tell Priam? ______________________________

Q11. Who will guide Priam on his way? ______________________

Q12. What does Priam say to Hektor? Give details. 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Q13. What does Achilleus say to Priam?

 _______________________________________________________

Q14. How many days does Priam say it will take to bury Hektor? _______

Q15. What does Achilleus promise him? _______________________________________________________
Revision list: What do I need to know?

Homer:

· Reputedly blind
· Greek poet, 8th century BC

· Believed to be grandson of Odysseus

· Took oral tales and was first to write them down

Epic poetry:

· Primary or secondary epic

· Long narrative poem that relates the deeds of heroes

· Epic hero performs great deeds in battles(Iliad) or voyages (Odyssey)

· Can tell of founding of a nationor nation (Aeneid) or even the human race (Milton’s ‘Paradise Lost’)

· Stylistic features include epic similes, repetition, invocation of the muse, epithets

· Divine intervention = the role of the gods
Themes:

· Death and burial (Patroklos and Hektor)

· Nobility (Kings = Priam, Agamemnon, Menelaus, Nestor, Odysseus)

· War

· Friendship and comradery

· Revenge and anger (Achilles)

· Fickle nature of the gods

Plot:

· Know full sequence of events

· Iliad takes place over ten days in the tenth year of the Trojan War

· The wrath of Achilles at Agamemnon, and later Hektor which culminates in their duel = main theme

· Moments of tension, sadness, conflict and climax (duel between the two heroes)

Characters:

· Where are they from?

· On which side are they? Greek or Trojan?

· Who are they related to in the story?

· Their role in the poem

· Qualities (Note epithets and images)

· Fate 

Role of the gods:

· Which side do each of the gods take?
· Are any neutral?
· Intervention – to help or hinder?
· Relation to heroes? (Thetis & Achilles, Zeus & Sarpedon)
· Fickle; can change their mind or dole out unfair punishments

· BUT: cannot change fate/ destiny of a character (this is decided by the Fates)

Deaths of key characters:

· Sarpedon
· Patroklos
· Hektor
· To a leeser extent, Ajax/ Aias
Digressions (‘Sub-plot’ or ‘side story’; a break from heavy action)

· Glaucus & Diomedes family history (Bellerophon), swap armour

· Niobe

Picture of life in Ancient Greece

· Religion, death, burial customs, citadel, role of women, weaponry & armour, fighting, gifts, hospitality (xenophilia), customs, slaves…
Background

· Eris, beauty contest, wedding of Thetis & Peleus, ‘kidnap’ of Helen from Sparta, Paris returns to Troy with Helen, Achilles’ heel.

After the War:

· Trojan horse

· Death of Achilles by Paris, aided by Apollo

· Fall of Troy

· Aeneas escapes with remaining Trojans and takes them to Italy to found a new nation which eventually becomes the Roman race

· Agamemnon killed by his wife Clytemenestra (Helen’s sister) & her lover Aegisthus, Electra’s revenge using her brother Orestes, Orestes’ punishment and trial.

· Menelaus takes Helen back to Sparta

· Odysseus takes another ten years to return home to Ithaca

· Final summary (read the night before the exam!)
	Definitions:

Epic: a long narrative poem that celebrates deeds of a legendary hero

Epic hero: descended from or protected by the gods, performs superhuman exploits in voyages (Aeneas) or battles (Achilles), may not be morally superior (Aen is, Ach not)

Oral poetry: is poetry that was passed down by word of mouth, often accompanied by music

	Summary:

Book I: Apollo sends a plague of arrows on the Greeks as his priest Chryses has been insulted – the Greeks have refused to return his daughter Chryseis, prize of Agamem

Ag demands Briseis, Ach’s prize in exchange – Ach withdraws from fighting – Thetis asks Zeus to make Trojans beat Greeks while Ach is out of fighting 

	Main Greek characters:

Achilles: greatest warrior, leader of Myrmidons, kills Hektor

Agamemnon: King of Mycenae, leader of Greek army

Menelaus: King of Sparta, husband of Helen, brother of Agamemnon

Odysseus: 2nd greatest Greek warrior, king of Ithaca, hero of the ‘Odyssey’

Patroklos: cousin of Achilles, killed by Hektor

Helen: the face that launched a thousand ships, wife of Menelaus, Paris & Deiphobos (after Paris dies)

Nestor: 90 yr old king of Pylos

Aias: the Greater; third greatest warrior

Aias: the Lesser, raped Cassandra

	Book VI: Diomedes and Glaucus exchange armour – their families were guest-friends in the past, promise to avoid each other on the battle field

Hector says goodbye to Andromache

Book XVI: Ach still refuses to fight

Patroklos goes to see him to tell him which of the Greek heroes have died/ been injured, begins crying like a little girl, tries to convince him to return to fighting. Ach refuses. Pat takes his armour, will fight as him to make Trojans think Ach has returned to the fighting. He fights, kills Sarpedon, son of Zeus. Hektor kills Pat. 

	Main Trojan characters:

Hektor: greatest warrior, kills Patroklos, killed by Hektor

Priam: king of Troy

Hecabe: wife of Priam, mother of Hekt

Paris: stole Helen, son of Priam

Astyanax: son of Hek & Andromache, ‘protector of the city’

	Book XXII: Hektor ask Ach to agree that they will return the other’s body to his family when he dies. Ach refuses.

Zeus weighs their fates on golden scales, Athene helps Ach (as Deiphob)

Achilles kills Hektor, drags his body around the walls of Troy.

Andromache hears of death of Hektor

	Background story:

Eris (Strife) threw down the golden apple saying it was for the most beautiful goddess. Got Paris to judge the beauty contest. Picked Aphrodite as she promised him the best gift; most beautiful woman in the world; Helen of Sparta. Took her to Troy while he was a guest of Menelaus’. War ensues.

	Book XXIV: Ach is still dragging Hektor’’s body around walls of Troy. Zeus sends them to tell him to stop. Priam visits Ach to ask for Hektor’s body back. He agrees. Priam’s warned to return before dawn in case other Greek leaders find him. Escorted back to Troy by Hermes. Andromache laments. Hektor buried. The end. (
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