Dido in Book 1:
Beautiful – Compared to Diana, Goddess of hunting “ tallest of the Gods”.  She is described, as looking and acting like her.

Courageous/ Brave / Strong – She escaped from Pygmalion & founded a new city. 

Piety – Devotion to the Gods.  Offers the Gods a libation & is building a temple to Juno to thank her for her help. 

Independent Woman – “ The woman led the whole undertaking”.  Uncommon for women in those days. 

Victim – “unfortunate” & “ doomed “ “plague”.  Will fall in love with Aeneas but he will leave her to pursue his destiny.  Reader believes future is not bright for Dido.  From strong/courageous Dido at beginning of the book to “doomed” Dido.  Character transformation.

Good/Capable Leader – Guides her followers to a new city.  It is under her leadership that Carthage is built.   Loves her people.  Oversees the building, encourages the people. 

Fair -  Making laws and dividing the work up between her people.

Kind & Generous – Offers Trojans refuge & offers to share Carthage with them.  Wishes Aeneas all the best & hopes that their ancestors will be friends.  This is ironic as in book 4 she hopes Trojans and Carthaginians will be friends forever. 

Hospitable – Welcomes the Trojans.  Has a banquet for them. Aeneas stays in the palace.  Says she will protect the Trojans.  

Empathy/ Compassion – Empathizes with Aeneas & his problems, both have faced hardships/ exile. “ Through my own suffering, I am learning to help those who suffer.” 

Noble & Kind hearted -  “ The Queen took into her heart a feeling of quiet kindness towards the trojans”.  

Trusting & Admirable
