Role of the Gods in Book 2 of the Aeneid:

Ex. of introduction:

· Theme in Book II is based on war, its effects and the horror of it.

· The Trojan War started because of the Gods (Judgement of Paris). 

· Gods are responsible for the start of the war and in this book we see that they are also responsible for the outcome of the war: the downfall of Troy.

· Greek and Trojans had been fighting for 10 years and at this pt (book 2) Gods have decided that they favoured the Greeks & that the Trojans would loose the war. 

· Throughout book - Gods are against Troy. 

· Gods play an important role in book II.  Control events.

Main points:

· Cruelty of the Gods. 
· Power and control of the Gods. Can’t avoid will of the Gods.
· Gods map out future.
· Intervention of the Gods in the affairs of the mortals – no concern for welfare of the mortals.
· Human dependence on the Gods. 
· Gods = enemies of Troy/ Gods – final judgement.
1. Pallas Athene: 

· Uses her power in a viscous way.  Sends two serpents to kill Laocoon and his twins.  Because of this she is described as “heartless Pallas”.

· Shelters the serpents: “under the circle of her shield”.

· Responsible for the Greeks penetrating the Walls of Troy.  

· She aided Greeks to build giant horse “with the aid of the divine skill of Pallas Athene, they built a horse the size of a mountain”. 

2. Cassandra: 

· Ex. of cruelty of the Gods. 

· She rejected the advances of Apollo and as a result he gave her the gift of prophecy but she wasn’t able to use it.  

· This was torturous for her, especially in book 2, as she knew about the downfall of Troy and tried to warn the Trojans but they wouldn’t listen to her.  

· “Even at the last moment Cassandra was still opening her lips to foretell the future but the Gods had willed that these were lips the Trojans would never believe.”

3. Mortals trusted the Gods: 

· Mortals were unaware of the will of the Gods.  They trusted the Gods and were very pious. 

· In this book Gods abandon people of Troy. “Greeks are masters of the burning city” & Aeneas says how the Gods that they depended on have left their altars and the Trojans were left to die.

· “All the Gods on whom this empire had once depended have left their shrines and their altars”.

· People of Troy never lost faith in the Gods and when the city was crumbling around them, many of the Trojans took refuge in the temples of the various Gods ex. Helen, Priam, Hecube & Cassandra.

4. Venus:  

· Intervenes during the battle. 

· Protector of Aeneas.  Only God who is on Trojan side & this is because she is Aeneas’ mother. 

· Prevents murder of Helen/ tells Aeneas to return to his family. 

· Tells him how futile (useless) it is to fight. 

· She stops him from killing Helen by saying that it is not Helens fault: “It is the Gods, the cruelty of the Gods.

· Then shows him what part each God is playing in the downfall of Troy. By doing this she is emphasising the cruelty of the Gods.

· Ex. Neptune (tearing up the walls), Juno (calling in Gk ships), Athene (penetrating walls of Troy), Jupiter (giving Greeks strength).

· It is Venus who leads Aeneas to the realisation that it is not the Greeks but the Gods who are the “enemies of Troy”.

5. Gods impinge on Aeneas’ personal life: 

· Aeneas’ personal fortunes are at the hands of the Gods. 

· Gods have made suffering even worse for Aeneas by taking his wife Creusa from him.

· Creusa accepts that:  “these things do not happen without the approval of the Gods.”

· Also Aeneas would rather die in battle (a heroic death) but he is not allowed die in battle because it is the will of the Gods that he escapes.

· It is the signs from the Gods that convince Anchises that he must leave Troy.  

6. Gods make their own judgements:

· Trojans slaughtered in war along with King Priam.  Rhipeus “greatest lover of justice” died on Minervas altar.  

· The fact that he was just doesn’t influence the Gods, they are not influenced by human criteria but “Gods had made their own judgement.  

7. Jupiter:  

· Sends sign to Anchises.

· Gives strength to the Greeks.

· According to Panthus “Pitiless Jupiter has given everything over to Argos” – no mercy.  Resistance seems futile (useless) if the Father of the Gods is against them.  
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