Background and summary of the Trojan war
So we all know why the Trojan War started, don’t we? Paris, a Trojan prince, stole Helen, wife of the Spartan King Menelaus. Menelaus gathered a posse, made for Ilios (Troy) and thus began a ten year war which ended with the Trojans infiltrating the walls of Troy with a big wooden horse, the brain-child of the wily Odysseus.

Well yes, but there was a lot more to it than that. Think, firstly, of why Helen left her husband when we know she loved him (it says so in ‘The Iliad’). Was she literally ‘stolen’ against her will? No, she went willingly. In ‘The Odyssey’, she asks for forgiveness from both Odysseus and Menelaus for her selfish act. 

The war originated from a quarrel between the goddesses Athena, Hera and Aphrodite, after Eris (Latin Discordia, her opposite is Harmonia, Latin Concordia), the goddess of strife and discord, gave them a golden apple, sometimes known as the Apple of Discord, marked "for the fairest". Zeus sent the goddesses to Paris, who judged that Aphrodite, as the "fairest", should receive the apple. In exchange, Aphrodite made Helen, the most beautiful of all women and wife of Menelaus, fall in love with Paris, who took her to Troy.
Agamemnon, king of Mycenae and the brother of Helen's husband Menelaus, led an expedition of Achaean troops to Troy and besieged the city for ten years because of Paris' insult. To add salt to the wound, Paris was at the time a guest in Menelaus’ house, thus he broke the Greek Law of Hospitality. After the deaths of many heroes, including the Achaeans Achilles and Ajax, and the Trojans Hector and Paris, the city fell to the ruse of the Trojan Horse. The Achaeans slaughtered the Trojans (except for some of the women and children whom they kept or sold as slaves) and desecrated the temples, thus earning the gods' wrath. Few of the Achaeans returned safely to their homes and many founded colonies in distant shores. The Romans later traced their origin to Aeneas, one of the Trojans, who was said to have led the surviving Trojans to modern day Italy. ‘The Aeneid’, by Virgil, the story of Aeneas’ journey from Troy to Italy, is the Romans’ answer to ‘the Odyssey’.
The Ancient Greeks thought the Trojan War was an historical event that had taken place in the 13th or 12th century BC, and believed that Troy was located in modern day Turkey near the Dardanelles (a strait or narrow channel of water in northwest Turkey). By modern times both the war and the city were widely believed to be non-historical. In 1870, however, German archaeologist Heinrich Schliemann excavated a site in this area which he identified as Troy; this claim is now accepted by most scholars. Although some believe there is an historical element to the tale, it is taken as a story, not an actual event.
