



Homer; Greek poet, 8th century BC??
We know little or nothing about the Greek poet named Homer. It is not even certain if such a person really existed. He is generally named as the author of two of the greatest literary works ever, ‘The Iliad’ and ‘The Odyssey’, both epic poems narrating events of the Trojan War and the journey home thereafter of one of the Greek heroes, Odysseus, respectively.

He was supposedly blind.

Herodotus, a Greek historian, placed him alive at about 850 BC, 400 years before Herodotus himself. Others say that he lived closer to the time of the Trojan War, 1194 – 1184 BC, according to Eratosthenes.

So where did he come from? Nobody really knows and there are a number of stories that have come to us more from mythology than history.

Although "Homer" is a Greek name, the satirist Lucian, in his True History, makes him out to be a Babylonian called Tigranes, who assumed the name Homer only when taken "hostage" (homeros) by the Greeks.

When the Emperor Hadrian asked the Oracle at Delphi who Homer really was, the Pythia proclaimed that he was Ithacan, the son of Epikaste and Telemachus (son of Odysseus), from the Odyssey.
It is most commonly thought that Homer was born in the Ionian region of Asia Minor, at Smyrna, or on the island of Chios, and died on the Cycladic island of Ios.
All you need to know for the exam, however, is that he ‘wrote’ The Iliad!! 
