The Iliad Study Questions: Book 1



Name: __________________


1. Who does the poet invoke at the beginning of the epic?
2. What does he ask of this ‘invoked’ being?

3. Where are the Achaians at the opening of the epic?
4. Why did Apollo send “deadly arrows” against the Achaians?
5. Who tells Agamemnon that the plague is punishment sent by Chryses and Apollo?

6. Whose advice do the Achaians seek to stop the bloodshed?
7. What do the Achaians do to stop Apollo’s assault?
8. Under what circumstances does Agamemnon agree to this?

9. What does Agamemnon do to Achilleus that causes his great anger?
10. Is it just about possession? 

11. What is Achilleus’ plan for revenge?
12. Why does Thetis agree to help Achilleus?
13. Why does Thetis believe Zeus should help her?

14. Why is Zeus afraid to help Thetis?

15. Who takes Chryseis back to Thebe, and what happens when he gets there?
16. What does Achilleus do while the Greeks are fighting?

17. Give a quote to show that he would like to be fighting.

18. Why is Hera unhappy with Zeus after he has spoken with Thetis?

19. How would you describe Zeus’ attitude to her here?

20. Who calms Hera and dissuades her from sending the gods into conflict over this?

