The Muses
The Muses were nine Greek goddesses who inspired poets, writers, artists and scientists in their work. Each Muse had a specialised area. The Muse for epic poetry, and thus the Muse that Homer called upon to inspire him, was Calliope. She is always pictured with a writing tablet.
	Muse
	Domain
	Emblem

	Calliope
	Epic poetry
	Writing tablet

	Clio
	History
	Scrolls

	Erato
	Lyric poetry
	Cithara

	Euterpe
	Music
	Aulos

	Melpomene
	Tragedy
	Tragic mask

	Polyhymnia
	Choral poetry
	Veil

	Terpsichore
	Dance
	Lyre

	Thalia
	Comedy
	Comic mask

	Urania
	Astronomy
	Globe and compass





The Muses Clio, Euterpe, and Thalia,

 by Eustache Le Sueur
At the beginning of the Iliad, Homer calls upon the Muse to ‘sing…of the anger of Achilleus, son of Peleus.’ Epic poetry is what is known as primary epic, which means that it comes from the oral tradition.
In Ancient Greek, poems were sung, chanted or spoken.

Remember when you are reading the Iliad that it was written as a poem, not a novel and that is why we have long descriptions of images and characters.
