Leaving Certificate Questions on Alexander the Great:

Q.2005

(i)
(a)  According to Plutarch in his Life of Alexander, what education did Philip provide for   

                  his son, Alexander?  (25)

(b) What evidence do you find in the prescribed texts that Alexander was very  

      influenced by Homer’s Iliad and its hero, Achilles?  (25)

(ii)        In 327 B.C., Alexander brought about the death of Callisthenes.

(a) Outline the events which led to the death of Callisthenes.  (35)

(b) What is your opinion of Alexander’s behaviour towards Callisthenes?  (15)

(iii)        At the Battle of Gaugamela in 331 B.C., Alexander’s forces defeated the Persians under   

            Darius.

(a) Describe the preparations of both sides for the battle.  (10)

(b) Give an account of the battle.  (25)

(c) Comment on the tactics employed by Darius and Alexander.  (15)

(iv) Would you agree that both Plutarch and Arrian take a lenient view of Alexander’s faults and abuses of power? Give reasons for your answer.  (50)

Q.2004

(i)
When Alexander became king of Macedonia on the death of his father Philip in 336 BC, he led his army against a number of enemies (Triballians, Illyrians and Thebans).

(a)  Give a brief account of how Alexander dealt with any two of these enemies.  (35)

(b) What qualities that Alexander later showed in his Persian campaigns were already evident   

      in these early successes?  (15)

(ii)        The siege and capture of Tyre has been described as “perhaps the hardest task that 

            Alexander’s military genius ever encountered.” (Bury and Meiggs)

(a) What were the main challenges presented by Tyre and its defenders, and how did 

      Alexander’s genius overcome those challenges?  (40)

(b) What is your opinion of Alexander’s treatment of the survivors after the capture of Tyre?  (10)

(iii)       Alexander had a nearly fatal adventure at the fortress of the Mallians in India in 325 BC.

(a)  Describe how Alexander was seriously wounded at the fortress.  (20)

(b)  How did Alexander later convince the army that he had not died there?  (15)

(c) Do you agree with those friends of Alexander who criticised him for his actions at this siege?  (15)

(iv)
“In spite of his vehement and impulsive nature, he showed little interest in the pleasures    

            of the senses and indulged in them only with great moderation…” (Plutarch, Life of    

            Alexander)

Discuss this quotation with reference to what you have learnt about the behaviour of Alexander from your reading of prescribed texts.  (50)

Q.2003
(i) "Memnon was the only first-class general Darius possessed in Asia Minor, and his disappearance from the scene was an extraordinary piece of luck for Alexander." (Green)

Discuss this statement in the light of the contribution made by Memnon of Rhodes to the Persian resistance to Alexander.  (50)

(ii) In the space of a few years Alexander was responsible for the deaths of a number of senior figures including Parmenio, Philotas, Cleitus and Callisthenses.

What do these deaths tell us about Alexander, and also about the atmosphere in the Macedonian camp at this time? (50)

Candidates should treat these events in a general sense and should not give detailed accounts of the deaths.

(iii) Alexander's crossing of the Gedrosian desert has been called "the most catastrophic episode of his entire career." 

(a) Give an account of the difficulties that Alexander and his army encountered, and of how they finally got through the desert.  (40)

(b) To what extent would you blame Alexander for this catastrophe? (10)

(iv)
(a)   What do you think was Alexander's debt to his father Philip? (25)

(b)   Based on your reading of both Plutarch and Arrian, discuss Alexander's ambivalent   

feelings towards Philip.  (25) 

Q.2002 

(i) (a)  Give an account of Alexander's capture and destruction of Thebes. (35)

(b)  Why do you think Alexander treated Thebes so harshly? (15)

(ii) (a)  How did it happen that Issus became the site of the battle between Alexander and   

                  Darius? (15)

(b) Explain why Darius lined up his forces as he did. (15)

(c) Briefly outline the course of the battle. (20)

(iii) (a)  Outline the part played by Hephaestion in the life of Alexander. (25)

(b) How did Alexander react to the death of Hephaestion, and what is your opinion of his behaviour at that time? (25)

(iv) What do you think were the factors that contributed to the fall of the Persian Empire? Support your answer by reference to the texts on your course. (50)

Q.2001

(i) When he (Alexander) made up his mind that an object must be attained, he never hesitated to employ the boldest and most novel means.

Discuss this statement with particular reference to Alexander's success in capturing fortified places. (50)

(ii) "According to a number of historians, it was in this way that the palace was burned down, that is on impulse, but there are others who maintain that it was an act of deliberate policy." (Plutarch, Life of Alexander)

(a) Based on your reading of Arrian and Plutarch, give an account of the burning of the palace of the Persian kings at Persepolis. (35)
(b) Which of the theories quoted above from Plutarch do you consider more likely? Give reasons for your answer. (15)

(iii) In the period after the Battle of Issus, Darius sent two letters to Alexander.

(a) In these two letters, what offers did Darius make to Alexander? (17)

(b) Outline Alexander's reply to these offers.  (18)

(c) What does the tone of these letters tell us about the two men who wrote them? (15)

(iv) Compare Arrian's treatment of Alexander in his Campaigns of Alexander, with that of Plutarch's treatment of Alexander in his Life of Alexander. (50)

Q.2000
(i) The Persian leaders, including Memnon of Rhodes, met to decide how to deal with Alexander shortly after his arrival in Asia Minor.

(a) What options did they discuss, and why did they decide to meet Alexander in battle at the river Granicus? (20)

(b) Give a brief outline of the course of this battle. (30)

(ii) (a)  Discuss the importance of Parmenio in the campaigns of Alexander. (35)

(b)  What is your assessment of the relations between the two men? (15)

(iii) (a)  Describe how Alexander became fatally ill and died. (20)

(b)  What do we learn about Alexander from his behaviour during his final illness? (20)

(c) How do Arrian and Plutarch treat the rumours that Aristotle was involved in Alexander's death? (10)

(iv) Over the centuries since his death, the character of Alexander has been much admired and much criticised.

From your reading of both Arrian and Plutarch, what is your judgement of his character? (50)

Q.1999

(i) (a)  Briefly describe how Cleitus met his death at the hands of Alexander, and how  

                  Alexander behaved afterwards.

(b)  What does this event tell us of the atmosphere among the officers of Alexander’s?  

                  inner circle at that time?

(c)  Whom would you consider more to blame: Alexander or Cleitus? (50)

(ii) Give an account of the main units in Alexander's army (infantry and cavalry), and the uses to which Alexander put them in his campaigns. (50)

(iii) From your reading of Plutarch and Arrian, what influence would you say that each of the following people had on Alexander: his mother Olmpias; his father Philip; his teacher Aristotle? (50)

(iv) In your opinion, how serious was Alexander in his "policy of fusion" (i.e. his policy of integrating Persians and Macedonians in his empire)? (50)
Q.1998

(i) (a)  Why did Alexander dismiss his fleet after the capture of Miletus and put his trust  

                  instead in his coastal policy?

(b) What risks do you consider he ran by leaving himself without a fleet? (50)

(ii) (a)  Compare the way Alexander handled the mutiny of his men at the river Hyphasis

                  with the way he dealt with the later mutiny at Opis.

(b) Why do you think he was forced to act differently on each occasion? (50)

(iii) Treat the Battle of Gaugamela under the following headings:

(a) Alexander's rejection of a night attack;

(b) the course of the battle itself;

(c) the immediate consequences of Alexander's victory. (50)

(iv) Discuss the view that both Arrian and Plutarch are too ready to excuse Alexander's faults. (50)

Q.1997

(i) "In military matters, he was the feeblest and most incompetent of men". (Arrian, The Campaigns of Alexander, Book 3, Ch.22)

Do you agree with this assessment of Darius from your reading of the prescribed texts? (50)

(ii) (a)  Give an account of Alexander's visit to the Shrine of Zeus - Ammon at Siwah, based 

                  on your reading of Arrian and Plutarch.

(b) What is Arrian's attitude to the claim that Alexander was the son of Zeus? (50)

(iii) (a)  " Alexander showed outstanding leadership during the nightmare march through the 

                  Gedrosian desert." Discuss.

(b) What caused the failure of Alexander's plan to keep in contact with the fleet under Nearchus? (50)

(iv)
Discuss the view that Callisthenes brought about his own downfall by his self-importance and lack of common sense. (50) 
Q. 1996

(i) From your reading of Plutarch and Arrian, assess the importance in Alexander's life of his father Philip. (50)

(ii)
(a)  How did Alexander manage to cross the river Hydaspes unopposed?

(b)  Briefly describe the battle with Porus which followed.

(c)  What do we learn of Alexander's character from his treatment of Porus after the   

      battle? (50)

(ii) (a)  Outline the events which led to the execution of Philotas.

(b) Do you find the case made against Philotas convincing? Give reasons for your answer. (50)

(iv)
"That his character and temper grew worse as his power grew greater seems to us 

      clear." (Introduction: Plutarch The Age of Alexander) 

Discuss this comment with reference to the period between Alexander's return to Babylon from the East and his death. (50)

Q.1995
(i) Write short notes on three of the following: Bucephalus; Hephaestion; Parmenio; Roxane; Thais. (50)

(ii) What particular skills did Alexander show in his sieges of Halicarnassus and Tyre? (50)

(iii) Consider the nature of the complaints made against Alexander by some of his officers and men in the later stages of his expedition (i.e. after the death of Darius). (50)

(iv) Was Alexander interested in anything other than warfare? Use evidence from Arrian and Plutarch to support your answer. (50)

Q.1994

(i) Why did Alexander invade the Persian Empire? (50)

(ii) What do you consider to have been the decisive stages in Alexander's conquest of the Persian Empire? (50)

(iii) Which aspects of Alexander's character would you most (a) admire (b) criticise? (50)

(iv) Explain how the Macedonian army was organised. Describe its operation in any one battle with which you are familiar. (50)

Q.1993

(i) Discuss Alexander's campaign from his arrival in Asia Minor to the battle of Issus. (50)

(ii) Assess the importance of Alexander's visit to Egypt. (50)

(iii)
(a)  Give a brief account of the circumstances leading to the death of Cleitus in 328 B.C

(b) What was Alexander's reaction to the killing? (50)

(iii) Discuss the reasons given in Arrian and Plutarch for the burning of the palace at Persepolis. (50)

Q.1992

(i) (a)  Briefly show how Alexander won the Battle of Gaugamela.

(b) What were the major consequences of this victory? (50)

(ii) Based on the evidence of the prescribed texts, briefly assess Darius as 

(a) an individual, and 

(b) leader of the Persians. (50)

(iii) What do we learn about Alexander from his relations with Callisthenes? (50)

(iv) Briefly assess Alexander on his treatment of foreign peoples, including the Persians, whom he encountered in his campaigns.

Q.1991

(i) (a)  Explain why the fall and destruction of Thebes so deeply affected the rest of Greece.

(b)  What importance did this episode have in Alexander's career? (50)

(ii) "Alexander had no difficulty in persuading his officers that the attempt on Tyre must be made". (Arrian, Book 2. Ch. 18)

(a) What arguments did Alexander use to persuade his officers?

(b) What factors made the siege of Tyre “a tremendous undertaking"? (50)

(iii) Write an account of the career of Parmenio, dealing with his contacts and relations with Alexander. (50)

(iv)
"It is true that he took some steps towards the pomp and arrogance of the Asiatic kings; but I, at least, do not feel such errors were very heinous, if the circumstances are taken fairly into consideration." (Arrian, Book 7.Ch29)

(a) What "pomp and arrogance" in Alexander may Arrian be referring to in this statement?

(b) What circumstances does he feel should be taken into consideration in assessing such charges of pomp and arrogance?  (50)

Q.1990

(i) Briefly assess the Battle of the Granicus River under the following general headings:-

(a) Alexander's behaviour before and during the battle and the insight which this gives into his character at that time.

(b) The symbolic importance of the battle. (50)

(ii) Discuss some qualities of leadership with special reference to Alexander and Darius. (50)

(iii) Briefly discuss the role of flatterers and the role of those who spoke the plain truth in the career of Alexander. (Avoid long accounts of particular incidents.) (50)

(iv)
"The mere sight of a statue of Alexander struck Cassander with such horror that he shuddered and trembled in every limb." (Plutarch's "Life of Alexander”, Ch.74.)


From your study of Alexander's career suggest reasons why Alexander could have struck such terror into a fellow-Macedonian such as Cassander. (50)

Q.1989

(i) According to the prescribed sources in what ways did Alexander try to create the impression that he was not mortal? (50)

(ii) From your study of Plutarch, give your impression of the nature of Alexander's upbringing before he inherited the Macedonian throne. (50)

(iii) (a)  Briefly outline the circumstances in which, according to Arrian, Alexander met "the       

                  only defeat he had ever suffered".

(b)  What insight does this episode of the "defeat" give into the personality of Alexander? (50)

(iv) "Arrian judges with humanity the weaknesses of a man exposed to the temptations of those who exercise supreme power." (Introduction to Penguin editions of The Campaigns of Alexander.) (50)

Q.1988
(i) What are the qualities in Arrian's account of the Battle of Issus which make it so dramatic? (50)

(ii) (a)  Discuss the background to the crisis between Alexander and his Macedonians, which                                                                                                                                          
                  came to a head with the mutiny at Opis.

(b)  What was the outcome of the mutiny?

(c) Comment on Alexander's handling of the crisis. (50)

(iii) (a)  What was Alexander's motive in crossing the Gedrosian desert?

(b)  Describe some of the difficulties he encountered and how he coped with them.                                

(c) Briefly indicate what insight into Alexander's character we gain from this episode. (50)

(iv)
"Power corrupts and absolute power corrupts absolutely."  Does Alexander's career confirm the truth of this dictum? Give reasons for your answer with reference to Arrian and Plutarch. (50)

Q.1987

(i) (a)  Give an account of the plot of Philotas as we find it in Arrian and Plutarch.

(b)  Why was Parmenio executed following the uncovering of the plot?

(c)  What does this whole episode concerning Philotas and Parmenio tell us about     

      Alexander as King or Ruler? (50)

(ii) (a)  Describe the nature of Alexander's "Orientalism".

(b)  What comments on it do Arrian and Plutarch make?

(c) What do you think Arrian means, while speaking generally of Alexander's "Orientalism", when he says that "he needs one more victory-victory over himself." (50)

(iii) (a)  What advice did the Indian sages give to Alexander?

(b)  Arrian tells us that Alexander expressed approval of the sage's words, but that his  

conduct was always the exact opposite of what he admired in their words. What aspects of Alexander's conduct did Arrian have in mind here?

(c) Briefly indicate what insight this episode gives into Alexander's character. (50)

(iv) "Alexander will fascinate every generation." Discuss, referring to Arrian and Plutarch in support of your views. (50)

Q.1986

(i) Briefly discuss the destruction of Thebes under the following headings:-

(a) Alexander's motives for allowing the destruction;

(b) the Athenian reaction to the destruction;

(c) the light which the event throws on Alexander's character at this time. (50)

(ii) (a)  Apart from "not wishing to steal victory like a thief" what other reasons may     

      Alexander have had for avoiding a night attack on Gaugamela, according to Arrian  

      and Plutarch?

(b) What were the immediate results of the battle? (50)

(iii) (a)  Describe Alexander's actions at the assault on the frontiers of the Mallians.

(b) What insights into his character do we get from his actions during the assault? (50)

(iv) "Arrian judges with remarkable humanity the sins of Alexander whom he recognizes as a man exposed to the temptations of absolute power." Discuss this statement. (50)

Q.1985

(i) Write briefly about the composition of Alexander's army and the tactical role of the various sections of the army. (50)

(ii) Give Alexander's reasons for besieging Tyre and describe the siege. What does the siege tell us about Alexander's character? (50)

(iii) Describe the circumstances in which the Macedonians were reluctant to proceed beyond the river Hyphasis and say what happened subsequently. (50)

(iv) From your reading of Arrian and Plutarch, give your own assessment of the character of Alexander.  You should illustrate your answer by reference to the prescribed material.  (50)
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