Alexander the Great: Case study on the Battle of Granicus:

Get across that river Parmenio and stop annoying me! “It’s only a little trickle of water”! (Arrian)
River is steep and tough to cross (“act of a desperate madman rather than a prudent commander” –Plutarch)

Alexander leads on the right and he puts up quite a fight but its

Not going well for the Macedonians so 
It’s simple then let’s attack the Persian centre

Cleitus saved Alexander by cutting off Spithridates arm (bet he regretted it!)

Utter chaos for the Persians so they retreat in a disorderly fashion (rout)
Silly Persians 1,000 of them die!! 

Main points:

1. Alexander and Parmenio:

· The Persians had camped on the other side of the river bank of Granicus.

· Parmenio advised Alexander to encamp as they are on the river bank and NOT to cross the river for the following reasons: 

· (a)  The Macedonian army is superior and the Persians won’t  

             dare pitch camp against them.
· (b)  It would be better to cross at dawn.
· (c)  The river is difficult to cross as it has many deep pools and  

             the river banks are high.

· (d)  He said they would scramble out of the river in disorder  

             and in column which is the weakest formation. 

· (e)  They can’t afford to fail in their first battle in Asia as it will have 

                               serious consequences for the result of the whole war. 

· Alexander IGNORES HIS ADVICE and decides to cross the river. 

· From early on in Alexander’s campaign in Persia the tension between Alexander and Parmenio is evident. Alexander does the exact opposite of what Parmenio tells him to do.
· Note: He later has both Parmenio and Cleitus put to death. Both men show nothing but loyalty to Alexander at the Battle of Granicus.

· See handout on Parmenio.

2. Alexander’s leadership/character:
· Alexander was brave and unafraid to cross the river Granicus. He said to Parmenio: “ I should be ashamed of myself if a little
trickle of water like this were too much for us to cross without further preparation, when I had no difficulty whatever in crossing the Hellespont”. (Arrian)

· He also fought very bravely in battle and killed Mithridates.

· He led by personal example and led from the right. He did not confine himself to the centre of the battlefield (traditional position for Persian Kings). 
3. The aftermath and what it reveals about Alexander and Arrian:
· According to Arrian 115 Macedonians died and 1,000 Persians died.
· This seems exaggerated and biased in favour of the Macedonians.

· Alexander got Lysippus to make 25 bronze statues of the Companions who died and they were set up in Dium.
· Alexander buried all the Macedonian dead the next day with their weapons and other equipment.
· The parents and children of the Macedonian soldiers that died were given exemptions from local and property taxes.

· N.B: He himself visited the men who had been wounded in battle and he looked at their wounds and asked them how they had been wounded and even allowed them to exaggerate their stories.

· Note: He respects his men and has a very good bond with the army. 

· The Greek mercenary prisoners he captured he sent them to do hard labour in Macedonia.

· He sent 300 suits of Persian armour as an offering to the goddess Athena (he was pious).

4. Impact of Granicus:
· It paves the way for Alexander’s conquests in Asia Minor. According to Plutarch: “Even the city of Sardis, which was the principal seat of Persian power on the Asiatic seaboard, at once surrendered to him and the rest of the region likewise made its submission.”

· After this Alexander did not encounter opposition until Miletus.
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