Letters from Darius to Alexander

Letter 1

After the battle of Issus Alexander marched south to Phoenicia.  While he was in Marathus messengers from Darius came with a request for the release of his mother, wife and children.

DARIUS’ LETTER

· Artaxerxes and Philip were on good terms of friendship.  Then when Artaxerxes son Arses took over, Philip was guilty of aggression against him.  Now with Darius in control Alexander has sent no representative to his court to confirm friendship and alliance, but he has crossed into Asia and with his soldiers and done much damage to the Persians.


· Now Darius asks that Alexander give him back his wife, mother, children and is willing to make friends with him and be his ally.  He further urges Alexander to send representatives so that guarantees may be exchanged.


ALEXANDER’S REPLY


· Your ancestors invaded Macedonia and Greece and caused havoc in our country even though we had done nothing to provoke them.  I invaded Persia to punish Persia for this.


· You also sent aid to the people of Perinthus in their rebellion against my father.


· Ochus (Persian general) sent an army into Thrace, which is part of Macedonian territory.


· You said yourself in letters that you hired assassins to kill Philip my father.


· You murdered Arses and unjustly took the Persian throne.


· You sent the Greeks false information about me in the hope of making them my enemies


· You attempted to give the Greeks money.


· Your agents tried to wreck the peace I had establised in Greece – it was because of this I decided to attack Persia.


· I defeated your generals and satraps – now I have defeated the army you led.


· By the gods help I am master of your country.


· I have made myself responsible for the survivors of your army and they are now serving in my army.


· Come therefore to me as you would come to the Lord of Asia, come and ask yourself for your wife, children and anything else you want.


· In future in any further communication address it to the king of all Asia.  Do not write to me as an equal.  Everything you own is now mine. If you want your throne back you have to fight for it – do not run away.  Wherever you may hide be sure I shall seek you out.


Letter 2


During the siege of Tyre Alexander received another letter form Darius

Darius to Alexander

· Darius offered Alexander 10,000 talents of gold in exchange for his mother, wife and children



· He offered all territory west of the river Euphrates to the Aegean Sea to Alexander.


· He offered his daughter’s hand in marriage.


· Parmenio declared if he were Alexander he would accept.


· Alexander replied ‘That is what I should do were I Parmenio, but since I am Alexander I shall send Darius a different answer.’


Alexander to Darius

· He had no need of Darius’ money.


· All Asia including its treasure was already his.


· If he wished to marry Darius’ daughter he could do it.


· If Darius wanted kindliness and consideration he must come in person


· Darius no abandons all thought of peace with Alexander and prepares for battle.




Leaving Certificate Question 2001 Higher Level


(i) In the period after the Battle of Issus, Darius sent two letters to Alexander.



a) In these two letters, what offers did Darius make to Alexander?                    (17)


b) Outline Alexander’s reply to these offers.
                                            (18






c) What does the tone of these letters tell us about the two men who wrote them?
                                                                                                                          (15)


