MEMNON  OF  RHODES

· Memnon of Rhodes was a Greek mercenary general and was in charge of the Greek mercenaries working for the Persian king Darius III when Alexander invaded Persia in 334BC.
· His career in Persian service began in an unusual way.
· Memnon’s brother, Mentor had helped the Persians defend north-west Turkey (the Troad) and was appointed Persian supreme commander of that region as a reward. He had married Barsine, the daughter of Artabazus, a Persian satrap.
· Artabazus , aided by Mentor and Memnon, rebelled against  one of Darius’ predecessors, Artaxerxes III around 343BC and all were banished; Artabazus and Memnon fled to Pella in Macedonia.

·  Mentor managed to receive a pardon and helped the Persians reconquer Egypt in 340BC. As a reward the king pardoned the former rebels and received invaluable information about Philip’ of Macedon’s proposed invasion of Persia. 

·  On his death in 340BC Memnon inherited the area and married his brother’s widow, Barsine. He expected to be appointed supreme commander of the West but obviously as a former rebel he was not totally trusted. This may have been a decisive mistake; he could have stopped the invasion of Alexander.
· In 336BC he had defeated Parmenio, who had been sent ahead as part of Philip’s invasion force, at Magnesia in north-west Turkey.
· On hearing of Alexander’s arrival in Asia Minor in the spring of 334BC, Memnon advised against engaging in battle with Alexander. His reasons were sound; the Macedonian infantry was numerically superior and Alexander was present whereas Darius was not. Instead he advocated a scorched earth policy thus depriving Alexander’s army of any supplies. It would then be possible to defend the Greek cities of the Aegean coast by a purely naval strategy and Alexander would be isolated from both Asia and Europe. The Persian satraps were suspicious of a Greek like him and insisted on fighting at the Granicus. They put their own positions and possessions before the correct policy; one of the satraps, Arsites, declared he would not yield a foot of his territory. They may also have felt nettled by Memnon’s remark about the inferiority of the Persian infantry.
· At the battle of the River Granicus, Arrian mentions the presence of Memnon and his sons in the middle of the cavalry line “braving the fortune of battle in its midst.”
· Darius then gave Memnon complete control of the navy and of Asia Minor.

· Memnon very skilfully defended Halicarnassus and only abandoned the siege and escaped when it was obviously about to be captured.
· After escaping from Halicarnassus he was appointed supreme commander of the Persian navy and given responsibility for the defence of the whole Asiatic coast.
· In 333BC. he captured Chios. The object of this move was the hope of diverting the war to Greece and Macedonia. He then sailed to Lesbos and made himself master of all the towns on the island except Mitylene, the inhabitants of which refused to treat with him. He accordingly made a landing at Mitylene and blockaded it with a double stockade carried right to the sea on both sides, and was thus enabled to control the island without difficulty. Part of his fleet guarded the harbour; other ships kept watch on the western approaches to the island to prevent help reaching Mitylene by sea. Before his work was completed he fell sick and died. 
· Demosthenes, after hearing of Memnon’s successes, had begun to prepare Athens for a revolt along with the other Greek cities, while Sparta began to prepare for war.

· The Persians had hoped that he would threaten Alexander’s rear by stirring up revolts in the islands and even in mainland Greece. His death helped to neutralise Darius’ navy and probably convinces Darius that he must take the field in person against Alexander.

· Many scholars maintain that had Memnon’s campaign been successful, Alexander would have had an immensely difficult time continuing his campaign in Asia, and might soon have been defeated.
· Plutarch, pp.271-272. “After this (Gordium) …..he (Alexander) learned of the death of Memnon, the general to whom Darius had entrusted the defence of the coast of Asia Minor, and who, if he had lived, was likely to have offered the most stubborn resistance to Alexander’s advance and caused him the greatest trouble.”
· Arrian, p. 100. “his (Memnon’s) death was the most serious setback which Persia received during this period of the war.”
