THE MUTINY AT HYPHASIS 

‘THE ONLY DEFEAT SUFFERED BY ALEXANDER’

· Alexander had no intention of turning back.  He wanted to cross the river Hyphasis.  Why?

· He heard that the land there was fertile, the people were good farmers, brave in war and had a good political system.


· The Macedonians were tired, fed up taking one risk after another and meetings were held in the camp to voice their opposition.


· Alexander heard of this and ordered a meeting with his Officers and spoke to them to try to persuade them to carry on.

ALEXANDER’S SPEECH


· He reminded them of past victories and the vast territory they had conquered, and asked ‘why do you hesitate to add Hyphasis to the list?’


· He said that were was not much land left for them up to the river Ganges and the eastern Sea.  He was convinced that the Indian Ocean, the Persian Gulf and the Hyrcanian Sea flowed into one another.


· He told them that if you turn back now the remaining warlike tribes will revolt and all our hard work will have been wasted.


· He told them to stand fast, that glorious achievements come to those who strike and take risks.  To live bravely and to leave an everlasting reputation when one dies is true happiness.


· He reminded them of his ancestor Heracles’ bravery and also Dionysus.


· He tells them again to add what remains of Asia to what you have already conquered.


· He reminded them of the risks he had personally taken sharing the hardships with them.


· They will have the greatest share of the money when we have overun Asia.


· I will then either send you home or lead you there myself.


THE REPLY

· Silence followed then Coenus spoke.


· Coenus told Alexander that is was not speaking on behalf of the Officers who would gladly follow him but of the majority of the army.  He told Alexander that he would tell the truth.


· He said that yes we have achieved very many great successes but that it is time to set a limit to the tasks they will undertake.


· He told Alexander that not as many Greeks and Macedonians were left compared to the numbers when they set out from Macedonia.


· The Macedonians were still facing the work and dangers but many men have been lost in battle, others have been disabled, many have died of disease and the men were broken in spirit.


· The men were homesick and longed to see their families and take their riches back with them.


· He told Alexander ‘do not lead them on against their will, the willingness for action is gone’.


· He said to Alexander to go back to Macedonia visit your mother and then make a fresh start and organise another expedition.  Younger men will follow you.  They will not be afraid of war because they have never been in battle before and will be eager for action.


· They will be more likely to follow you if they see the veterans returning with great wealth.

ALEXANDER’S REACTION


· The men applauded the speech.  But Alexander was angry that Coenus had spoken so freely and dismissed the meeting.


· The next day he called the Officers together and said that he would continue but would not force any Macedonians to go against their will.  Those who wanted to return home could do so.


· He went to his tent and stayed there for three days refusing to speak to any of the Companions.
He was waiting to see if the men would change their minds. The men were angry at his show of temper and would not back down.


· Alexander sacrificed, the omens were bad and he called his Officers and said he would turn back.
His men were delighted, he gave orders to build twelve altars to thank the gods who had brought them so far victoriously.


· He sacrifice and held games, he sent Porus to rule over the land up the river Hyphasis.


· He now planned to sail down the river Indus to the Indian Ocean.



