Mutiny at Opis

Setting
Alexander left Susa and travelled up the River Tigris, he was interested in developing communications throughout his empire and he was keen to use the waterways and they were the quickest and best means of travel and trade in the ancient world.

Arrian 
When Alexander reached Opis he assembled the Macedonains and told them he was discharging from the army all those who were unfit for fighting because of their age or permanent injuries and that he was sending them back home.  He promised to give them gifts which would make them the objects of envy back home and which would stir in the the younger Macedonians back home a desire to come and join Alexander.  Arrians states that Alexander said this expecting to please them.  However they were angry, and Arrian say that this anger was not unreasonable, because they now thought that Alexander despised them and thought them useless for war. Arrian maintains that they had been provoked by Alexander’s behaviour on many occasions, his Persian form of dress, his equipping the foreign ‘Successors’ in Macedonian style and his drafting of native cavalry into the ranks of the Companions.  So, now they did not take quietly what Alexander said but told him to discharge them all from the army and scornfully told him to carry on the campaign with his father – a reference to Alexander supposedly being the son of the god Zeus.

Alexander jumped down from the platform with his officers and ordered them to arrest those who were most openly stirring up the crowd.  Arrians states that at this time Alexander had become quicker-tempered and was no longer so favourable to the Macedonians as he had become use to the oriental obedience and submissive ways.

Alexander then pointed out thirteen men to be led away and executed.  The rest of the men were stunned and fell silent.  Alexander then jumped back up onto the platform and made the following speech

This speech can be divided into two parts.

1 – What he has to say about his father Philip.  It is important to know what Alexander said about his father and must be included in any question at Higher level about the influence of Philip on Alexander/or Alexander’s relationship with his father.


2 – He reminds the men of what he has achieved, territory conquered, and how he was personally involved in all the hardships, suffering many wounds.  He points out that he has taken nothing for himself – no riches and lives a simple life.  He reminds them that he has paid off their debts asking no questions.

He begins by telling the men that he is not making this speech to stop the men from going home – he doesn’t care what they do as far as he is concerned. 

He began by reminding them what Philip had done for them.

Philip had taken them out of poverty, dressed in skins and tending their sheep on the hills and unable to defend themselves asainst the tribes surrounding Macedonia, the Illyrians, Triballians, and Thracians.  Philip gave them proper clothes to wear, trained them as soldiers so they could protect themselves.  Philip made them city-dwellers, gave them laws and customs and made them masters of the tribes who had previously attacked them.

Philip included more territory under Macedodian control including Thessaly and Thrace.  He subdued the Athenians and Thebans and instead of Macedonians paying tribute (tax) to them, they now paid tribute to Macedonia.  Philip was made supreme commander of the expedition (League of Corinth) against Persia and he did this not just for his own honour, but for all the Macedonians.


Alexander went on to say that these achivements of Philip were impressive but trivial compared with his own achievements.  He said that all he inherited from his father was a few gold and silver cups and very little money.  He then outlined to his men the vast territory he had conquered since leaving Macedonia, from crossing the Hellespont, winning at the Battle of Granicus siege of Miletus and finally conquering Asia Minor.  After that all the territory down to the coast of Egypt, and the heart of the Persian Empire itself.

He then pointed out that he had taken nothing personally- no treasures.  All he has is the purple robe and crown i.e his symbols of kingship.  He tells them that they are living in luxury eating luxurious meals whereas he does not and he also tells them that he gets up in the morning before they do.  He tells them that he suffered as much hardship on the battlefield as they have and tells them he has been wounded by sword shot by arrows, catapults, stones and clubs.  He reminded them that he, like them married Persian women and many will have children related to his.  He also reminded them that he has cancelled their debts and didn’t try to find out why they were in debt despite being rewarded from spoils from their conquests.  When anyone died in the army he had a splendid funeral for them and parents respected at home by not having to pay taxes.

He repeats then that it is his intention to send away those of them who are unfit and to make them the objects of envy at home.  He said “But as you all want to leave, be off all of you!!” He told them that when they reach home they should tell the people of how much Alexander had achieved, defeated the Persians, crossed the Caucasus, fought at Hydaspes and crossed the Gedrosian desert which previously no army had ever crossed.  And he further told his men to tell the people back home that they then deserted Alexander and left him to the protection of foreigners.  He then told them to go.

Alexander then jumped down from the platform, went to the palace and refused to see anyone for three days.  On the third day he summoned some Persians and gave them commands of the various units of the army.  The Macedonians were shattered when they heard that Persian soldiers were being drafted into the units, a Persian force was being given a Macedonian name, a Persian force of ‘Silver Shield’ was being formed and that there would now be a Persian unit of Cavalry Companions.  They rushed to the palace and would not leave until Alexander come out to them.

They told him that they were upset because he had made Persians his relations and allowed Persians to kiss him, but no Macedonian had  this honour.  Alexander told them that he regarded them as his relations too and then they began kissing him.  Alexander then made a sacrifice to the gods and held a public feast at which he was surrounded by the Macedonians and then the Persians.  He prayed for many blessings, but especially for a friendly partnership between the Macedonians and Persians.  After that, those who were unfit left to go home to Macedonia and Alexander told them to leave their Persian children with him.  He had Craterus to accompany them back to Macedonia. 
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