Notes on Parmenio

· Philip said “The Athenians manage to dig up ten generals each year.  I only discovered one in my lifetime – Parmenio.


· Philip’s advance force to Asia in 336 BC was led by Parmenio who was away when Philip was murdered.


· Alexander seemed to have contacted him straight away to get him on his side, by now Parmenio was already in his mid-60s.  There was a high price for his support; many members of his family were put in positions of high command.  Nicanor, his son, was commander of the Hypaspists and Philotas; another son was a commander in the Companion Cavalry.  His son-in-law, Coenus was one of the commanders of the phalanx.


· His first recorded advice to Alexander was at the Granicus where he advised him not to rush into battle fearing a failure at the start.  From this on Arrian’s sources seem to concentrate on the bad advice offered by Parmenio.  This is probably linked to his later fall from favour when it would have been acceptable to criticise him as the source of bad advice.  Callisthenes seems to have been especially critical of him.


· Parmenio commanded the left flank at the Battle of the Granicus.  This was largely a holding operation while Alexander swung in against the Persian centre.


· After pursuing a successful coastal policy the army was split as Alexander went along the coast by Lycia and Parmenio, in charge of the rest of the army marched north and met the next Spring at Gordium.  From the north Parmenio sent Alexander the messenger Sisines who had news of the plot of Alexander the Lyncestian who was planning to execute Alexander for Darius.


· It was Parmenio who sent him the note about his doctor Philip who was treating him at Tarsus, a note he did not believe.


· Parmenio urged Alexander to wait at Issus for Darius but Alexander did not take his advice.  He marched on and in fact was caught out here in that he was forced to turn the enemy who had passed him out on the other side of a mountain range.


· At Issus fought at the river Pinarus, Parmenio again commanded the left flank and here the instructions were, on no account to allow his troops to be moved away from the sea, which would leave a gap allowing Darius to outflank them.  Parmenio had behind him extra Thessalian cavalry, which Alexander had sent around at the last minute seeing Darius’ plan.  Here the fighting was very fierce and the day was saved by the Companions led by Alexander rolling up the Persian centre and right wings once they had caused Darius to flee.


· While Alexander was at Tyre, Parmenio was leading part of the army through Syria where he took Damascus.  It is significant how often Alexander let him out of his sight with large contingents of the Army.  It must signify a high degree of trust.


· Before the Battle of Guagemela Darius made an offer to Alexander which included all territories west of the Euphrates river, a huge payment and the hand of his daughter in marriage.  Parmenio said  "If I were Alexander I would accept this offer” and Alexander replied “So should I, if I were Parmenio”.

On the eve of Gaugamela, Parmenio suggested a night attack to Alexander.  He turned this down on the basis that it might not be seen as a valid victory and also that a night attack was too unpredictable and dangerous.


· Again, Parmenio was on the left wing at Guagemela.  Here he fought a desperate action against Mazaeus.  In what seems like an effort to discredit Parmenio he is described as sending for help to Alexander and thus stopping him from catching the fleeing Darius after the battle.


· Once the Battle of Gaugamela was over Parmenio is supposed to have advised Alexander to look back towards Macedonia rather than to the east.


· Parmenio is supposed to have spoken out against the destruction of the palace at Persepolis on the grounds that it made no sense for Alexander to destroy his own property.


· After Persepolis Alexander sent Parmenio to Ecbatana inland as commander of the region.  This could be seen as demotion – but by now Parmenio was 70 years old.


· It is possible that it suited Alexander very well to get rid of Parmenio in the autumn of 339.  Given that there was growing tensions between the Macedonians and Persians in his court and army, Parmenio could have become the focus of the old guard and the disgruntled Macedonians who preferred the old ways.


· This event happened shortly after the death of Nicanor, Parmenio’s other son.  Now Alexander arrested Philotas, his one surviving son, for failing to pass on word of a plot against Alexander’s life, which he had heard of.


· *Philotas was tortured before being stoned to death and implicated Parmenio who was then assassinated by Cleander.  We will never know if there was a plot or whether Philotas and Parmenio were in on it, if so.  Certainly Plutarch seems to believe that the main plot was one against Philotas and Parmenio whom Alexander wanted to get rid of.  Was he overly ruthless in his killing of Parmenio?  There certainly is an argument to say that it was too risky to let Parmenio live after Philotas was killed.


· Much of the tensions between Alexander and his men dates from this point and many of them never forgave him for this episode.


· It is interesting to note that later in the row with Cleitus in Samarkand, when Cleitus is shouting at Alexander about his arrogant oriental style of leadership he defends Parmenio, which cannot have been popular with Alexander.
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