Thebes

· Theban patriots besiege Macedonian garrison in Cadmeia.  Fear that revolt would spread to rest of Greece.


· Alexander marched 250 miles in 13 days. Again rapidity of movement. At pass of Thermolylae Alexander declared “Demosthenes called me a boy while I was in Illyria and among the Triballi, and a youth when I was marching through Thessaly; I will show him I am a man by the time I reach the walls of Athens”

· Alexander stationed his army 6 miles NW of Thebes and sent an offer to the Thebans because he wanted to give them a chance to repent their actions, asking that the ringleaders Phoenix and Prothytes surrender and then he would give amnesty to the Thebans.


· Refusal – Missile attack to which Alexander responded but then moved to the south side of Thebes to provide support to the Macedonians who were holding the Cadmeia, although he still hoped that the Thebans would surrender.


· Perdiccas and Amyntas take the initiative - break through the palisade and attack the Theban troops who were besieging the Cadmeia.  But they are driven back by the Thebans – Alexander sends in troops to support.  The Thebans retreat but fail to close the gates of city.  Macedonians get inside the walls.

· Besieged Macedonians break out of Cadmeia to join their fellow men. Other Macedonian troops climb over the city walls and made for the Agora.  For a time there was fierce fighting but finally the Theban cavalry and infantry abandon the city -  victory over Thebans.  More than 6,000 Thebans killed in the fighting.


· Alexander allows Thebans enemies Phocis, Plataians and other Boiotian cities to oversee the destruction of Thebes, which they carried out with ruthless vengeance. They decide to garrison the Cadmeia but to destroy everything else.  Territory divided amongst the allied forces, surviving citizens except for priests and priestesses and those who opposed the revolt were sold into slavery.  (30,000)


· Alexander’s decision to allow destruction was to frighten the rest of the Greeks into submission by making a terrible example. (Plutarch)


· Results Greek campaigns over – as all of Greece except Sparta submits to Alexander.  Athenians, Aetolians and all others no longer a problem for the Macedonians.  Now free to concentrate on Persia.


· Thebes  - often felt regret made Alexander milder in his treatment of others later.  

· He was convinced that his killing of Cleitus in a drunken rage and the cowardly refusal of the Macedonians to cross the river Hyphasis which cut short his campaign and robbed him of his final glory were caused by he angry Dionysus who wished to punish him for the destruction of the god’s favourite city.

· Story of Timocleia incident – understanding nature of Alexander.
During the sacking of the city, a group of Thracian soldiers broke into the house of a Theban woman called Timocleia.  She was raped by the leader who then demanded any gold and silver she had hidden.  She led him to the garden well and pushed him into it. When she was brought before Alexander she stood up bravely to him, “ I am the sister of Theagenes who commanded our army against your father, Philip, and fell at Chaeronea fighting for the liberty of Greece.” 

Alexander so admired her dignity and courage he ordered her immediate release.  She also would have been seen to be from the same class as Alexander.


· When the news of the destruction became known, neighbouring states abandoned their plans to revolt.  Athens sends envoys to assure king that they approved the punishment of the Thebans.  Alexander initially demanded the surrender of Demosthenes but did not pursue it.  Sign of regard he had for Athens despite their hostility.


· King now returns to Macedonia, offered a thanksgiving to Zeus and celebrated the Olympian games at Aegae.  During the ceremonies a report of a cypress wood statue of Orpheus was constantly weeping.  This was interpreted by Aristander that poets would toil and sweat to celebrate the future exploits of Alexander.


· Alexander visits oracle of Delphi to consult the oracle of Apollo about his Persian campaign.  Oracle was forbidden by law on this day to give a reply.  Alexander summoned the priestess and tried to drag her to the shrine.  When she exclaimed “you are invincible my son” Alexander declared that he required no other prophecy.


· Alexander now ready to begin his campaign to conquer Asia.  His Greek campaigns took only a year you can still see an indication of his talent, his ability to improvise brilliant strategy and rapidity of movement.
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