Classical Studies

There are ten topics on the course, split into three groups.  Four topics must be covered, one from each group plus one other topic.

Group 1.

Topic 1

Athens at War: extracts from the historian Thucydides about the Peloponesian War and its effects on Athens.

Topic 2

Alexander the Great: The character and achievements of Alexander as portrayed by the writers Suetonius and Arrian.

Topic 3

Life and Thought in the Late Roman Republic: The life and times of Julius Caesar, Pompey and Cicero based mainly on Plutarch’s Lives of them plus some of Catullus’ poetry.

Topic 4

Roman Historians: Roman History covering the period of the first emperors from Augustus to Nero based mainly on the writings of Suetonius and Tacitus.

Group 2 

Topic 5 

Greek Drama: a study of four Greek plays, King Oedipus, Medea, Prometheus Bound and The Frogs.

Topic 6

Ancient Epic: a study of three major epics originally written in Greek (The Odyssey), Latin (The Aeneid) and in Irish (Táin Bó Cuailgne).

Topic 7

Writers of the Augustan Period: Extracts from the writers of the Augustan era including Virgil, Horace, Livy, Propertius and Ovid.

Group 3

Topic 8

Art and Architecture in Greek Society: a study of statues and temples in the Greek world from early times down to about 200 BC.  Pottery is also covered in this topic. 

Topic 9

The Philosopher in Society: a study of Socrates and Plato.

Topic 10

Roman Art and Architecture: A study of art and architecture in the Roman world, with particular reference to places like the Colloseum, Arch of Titus, Pompeii and mosaics.

The four topics most likely to be covered will be taken from 3, 5, 6, 10.

If pupils have a particular wish to study one of topics 2, 7 or 9 I will discuss the matter with them.

Classical Studies

Some subjects are regarded as more difficult than others at Leaving Cert level e,g Maths, Applied Maths, etc. Some subjects are regarded as easy options or “doss subjects”.  Naturally average to weak pupils will shy away from the subjects that are percieved to be difficult.  If only the brightest pupils do Applied Maths then you would expect that the percentage of high grades will be higher than average, 28.6% got an A in 2007, whereas only 10.4% got an A in English at Higher Level, (Latin 33.3% got A).  The opposite of this is that the so-called “doss” subjects which are not usually done by the brightest pupils and should have a lower level of high grades and a higher percentage of fails. Classical Studies has traditionally been regarded as one of the “doss” subjects and has accordingly attracted a lot of weaker pupils over the years.  Accordingly the results in Classical Studies have been “poor” in comparison to the “high-flier” subjects, 8.1% got A in 2007, the same as Home Economics S & S with only Art having a lower percentage of As.

The reality of the situation is that there are no “doss” subjects at Leaving Cert level any more. If you work hard in any subject you will get good grades; if you don’t work hard you can’t expect to get get good grades. There is no such thing as a guaranteed pass in any subject at either level e.g. 573 pupils failed ordinary level Enlish in 2007, 4069 failed ordinary level Maths and 325 failed higher level Maths.  The average fail rate for subjects at higher level is 4.3% and 8.1% at ordinary level.     

Why would you choose to study Classical Studies from a large list of subjects.  The most obvious answers should be that the subject matter of the course appeals to you.  Classical Studies partially covers a number of areas which are covered in other subjects e.g Literature, History, Art, Drama and Religion.  As outlined  there is a wide choice of topics on the course to choose from.

Pupils will often ask the questions about how much work will be involved in comparison to other subjects and how easy is it to get high grades.  Like almost all subjects at Leaving Cert level it will involve a lot of work and you will have to work hard to get high grades.  Pupils will be required to answer 8 essay type questions (probably 7 in LC 2010) in three hours, while they will only answer four in a similar time in History.  In the past many people did Classical Studies because it was regarded as easy.  This is no longer the situation. Just over 8% got an A in Leaving Cert Higher Level in 2007. At the other end of the scale 10.9% failed at Higher Level and 23.6% (2005 38.6%) failed at Ordinary Level. The failure rate at Ordinary Level is the highest of all LC subjects.  This figure is gradually decreasing from a failure rate of 68% at Ordinary Level some years ago.  

The moral of the story is that you don’t choose Classical Studies as a doss subject or simply to have seven/eight subjects for next year.  If you wish to do Classical Studies do it for the right reasons i.e. that the subject appeals to you, you are interested in antiquity, you are prepared to work hard at it and that you are doing it with the firm intention of achieving a high grade in the Leaving Cert, hopefully an A. 

