      Topic 7.  Writers of the Augustan Age

             Leaving Certificate  Higher Level  Examination Questions


                                 VIRGIL
1985.  Rustic life is the dominant theme in Virgil’s Eclogues and Georgics.

          (a)  From the prescribed extracts from these works describe the poet’s attitude to rustic life.

          (b)  Why do you think rustic is so important to Virgil and the other Augustan writers?

1986.  (a)  How would you define each of the following types of poetry  -  pastoral, didactic and epic?

           (b)  Would you agree that Virgil was a master of each of  these three types of poetry?
                 Give reasons for your answer, supporting them by reference to his prescribed poems.

1987.  (a)  From your knowledge of the prescribed readings of Virgil, outline Virgil’s view of rural life.

           (b)  Would you agree that his picture is idealised and unreal?  Give reasons for your answer.

           (c)  Why was his picture of rural life so popular with the Romans of the Augustan period?

1988.  “The Georgics bear witness to Virgil’s deep love of Italy and his pride in her natural beauty.” 

(a)  Discuss this statement, supporting your answer by reference to relevant prescribed passages.

(b)  What social aim did Virgil have in composing the Georgics?
1989.  Briefly outline the nature of Eclogues by reference to the prescribed Eclogues of Virgil.

1990.  The theme of the Eclogue “The Birth of the Saviour” is the advent of the Golden Age.

(a)  What is the nature of the Golden Age to be?

(b)  In what way might this Eclogue refer to the political developments of the time?

1991.  How does Virgil demonstrate that farmers, in spite of all their difficulties and poverty, lived a life 

           of natural wealth?

1992.  Briefly discuss Virgil’s treatment of the Orpheus and Eurydice story.

1993.  “The Georgics are more concerned with the glories of the countryside than with the technicalities

of farming.”
How far has your reading of the prescribed passages led you to agree with this judgement?

Refer to the poems in support of your answer.

1994.  Which type of Virgil’s poetry (Eclogues, Georgics or Aeneid) have you preferred?  

           Give reasons for your answer.

1995.  How does Virgil characterise rustic happiness in the Georgics?

1996.  “The Firstborn of the New Age is already on his way from high heaven down to earth”

(Virgil, Ecl.IV).

(a)  What, according to Virgil, will the world be like when the New Age dawns?
(b)  Why does the poet show longing for such an age?

(c)  Mention one theory about the identity of the child in Eclogue IV.
1997.  In the extract The Underworld, show how Virgil creates

(a)  an atmosphere of gloom and dread and

(b)  pity for the souls.

1998.  Virgil’s tenderness and sympathy with human suffering have moved readers down through the 

           ages.

           What evidence of these qualities have you seen in the poems by Virgil on your course?

1999.  (a)  Summarise the tale of Hercules and Cacus as told by Virgil.

           (b)  What makes the story colourful and dramatic?

           (c)  How seriously do you think Virgil wants us to take this tale?

                 Briefly give reasons for your answer.
2000.  (a)  What evidence do you find in the prescribed poems of Virgil’s feeling for farming and the

                 countryside?
(40)

           (b)  Do you think his view of rural life is realistic?                                                             (10)

2001.  Comment on how Virgil makes the story of Orpheus and Eurydice so moving and memorable.

2002.  (a)  Discuss the range of themes treated by Virgil in the extracts on your course.              (40)

(b)  Which is your favourite extract from Virgil?  Give reasons for your choice.              (10)

2003.  “The Firstborn of the New Age is on his way from high heaven down to earth.” (Virgil, Ecl.IV).

(a)  Describe what this world will be like during this New Age.                                      (25)

(b)  Do you think Virgil wishes us to take literally this vision of a New Age?                (10)

(c)  What events of Virgil’s time are reflected in this poem?                                           (15)
2004.  One of Virgil’s characteristic qualities is his sympathy with those who suffer.

           What evidence do you find of this quality in the extracts Orpheus and Eurydice and 

           The Underworld?

2006.  (a)  From your reading of the Virgil extracts Rustic Happiness and A Farmer’s Calendar, 


do you find Virgil’s description of the farmer’s life to be a realistic one?
(30)

           (b)  What are the main aspects of city life that Virgil finds unattractive?                          (20)
2007.  (a)  In the Song of Silenus from Virgil’s Eclogues, describe how the Satyrs forced their father


Silenus to give them their “promised song”.                                                               
                                                                                                                                                        (15)

(b)  How does Virgil make this account full of gentle humour?                                        (20)

(c)  Briefly outline Silenus’ account of the creation of the world.                                     (15)
2008.  (a)  In Virgil’s Underworld, how is the ferryman Charon described?                                 (15)

(b)  How does Virgil create an atmosphere an atmosphere of horror and utter bleakness 


in his description of the Underworld?                                                                          (20)

(c)  Are you moved by Virgil’s description of the souls? Explain your answer.                (15)
