ARISTOTLE    ON    TRAGEDY

· Tragedy is a representation of an action that is worth serious attention, and of some some amplitude (size)…by means of pity and fear (pathos) bringing about the purgation (release) of such emotions.
· The representation of the action is the plot of the tragedy; the ordered arrangement of incidents is what is meant by plot.

· Every tragedy has six constituents: plot, character, diction, thought, spectacle and song.
· The two most important means by which tragedy plays on our feelings ‘reversal’ or change in circumstances (peripeteia) and ‘recognition’ or discovery (anagnorisis) are both constituents of the plot.

· The plot must present a unified whole…incidents must be so arranged that if any one of them is differently placed or taken away the effect of the wholeness will be seriously disrupted.

· It is not necessary to keep entirely to traditional stories.

· Tragedy is the representation not only of a complete action, but also of incidents that awaken fear and pity. Therefore the effect is heightened when things happen unexpectedly.
· Plots may be either simple or complex. A complex action is one in which change is accompanied by a discovery or a reversal or both. A reversal is a change from one state of affairs to its opposite eg. the Messenger in Oedipus. A discovery is a change from ignorance to  

knowledge. The most effective form is that which is accompanied by a reversal eg. Oedipus. A discovery of this kind induces either fear or pity and it is such actions as these that tragedy represents.
· A third element of tragedy is calamity ie. an  action of a destructive or painful nature eg. death, excessive suffering.

· The well conceived plot will have a change in fortune from prosperity to misery due to some great error ie. a fatal flaw (hamartia) in a man who is not conspicuous for virtue or justice (ie. an ordinary man), a man who enjoys a high reputation like Oedipus.

· Characters should be good, appropriately portrayed, lifelike, consistent.

· The best form of discovery is that which is brought about by the incidents themselves when the startling disclosure results from events that are probable eg. Oedipus.
