LEPCIS  MAGNA
Lepcis Magna is one of three ancient cities which form modern-day Tripoli, the capital and chief port on the Mediterranean coast of Libya. The city was built on the site of a Phoenician settlement which occupied the headland beside the harbour. The early Roman town was developed on a chessboard pattern in the reign of the Emperor Augustus and his immediate successors in the first half of the 1st century AD.
The original forum at Lepcis Magna lay at the base of the headland. It was flanked by a basilica which had a four-sided colonnade with a clerestory and rectangular exhedros (debating hall with seats) at one end. The opposite end of the forum was occupied by three temples. The central one was dedicated to Roma and Augustus. It had two shrines, and stood on a high podium which could serve also as a platform for oratory.

Along the cardo which emerged from the original forum in a south-west direction lay the market.

It had two circular halls and its stones bore the standard measures of length and volume.

To the west of the market-place stands the theatre (1-2AD). Over the two main entrances of the theatre is recorded the name of the benefactor who built both the theatre and the market-place.

The southerly extension of the earlier chessboard pattern of the town changes at the market to follow the line of the main road which is the town’s cardo. The extension continues in a straight line with elongated insulae on both sides of the road until it intersects the north-west decumanus maximus. In 109-110 AD. Lepcis Magna was given the rank of colonia which entitled its inhabitants to the privileges of Roman citizenship. In 127 AD. the emperor Hadrian constructed a large bathing complex south of the town.

The emperor Septimius Severus (193-211 AD) was born at Lepcis Magna, and he lavished on his birthplace a wealth of architecture far in excess of the town’s economic and political importance. North-east of the Hadrianic Baths he built a new colonnaded street which extended to the harbour. Above this street he constructed a new colonnaded forum (310x180m.). At the south-western of the forum stood a temple and at the north-eastern end an imposing basilica. This building was 30m. in height and had a three-aisled hall with an apse at each end. The columns were of red Egyptian granite and green Euboean marble. Pilasters of white marble at both ends were carved with scenes depicting the adventures of Dionysus and Hercules.
To the west of his forum, Severus erected a 4-way triumphal arch which straddled the intersection of the town’s decumanus and cardo.

To the east of his new forum Severus constructed a harbour at the mouth of the Wadi Lebda river. Covering an area of 10 hectares, the quays were flanked by quays carrying warehouses, a temple and a watch-tower. A lighthouse was situated on the northern promontory. However, although it was lavishly equipped with all the necessities of a busy trading port, the harbour quickly silted up and seems hardly to have been used.
Wheeler says of this area: ‘But here the city over-reached itself. The pierced mooring –blocks on the quay show no sign of use; the whole scheme was still-born, and the harbour quickly silted up as it is today.’

Lastly, the so-called ‘Hunting Baths’ on the western fringe of the city are as Wheeler says ‘of an architectural interest which far outstrips their small size.’ Their domes and vaults are nearly intact and are ‘untidily functional’. A wall-painting in the main barrel-vaulted hall suggests that the building was the property of a guild of hunters whose trade was to supply wild beasts to local and Italian amphitheatres. 
