OSTIA
The earliest example of geometrical Roman town-planning is to be found at Ostia the port of Rome, 8km. up from the mouth of the River Tiber. The core of the town is a fort, the castrum, forming a rectangle which covers an ares of 2.2 hectares. The walls of the castrum. nearly two metres thick and more than 6m. high were built of large, unmortared blocks of tufa. Inside, the area was divide into quarters by straight streets which passed out through four sets of gates situated near the centre of each wall and flanked by defensive towers. Traditionally the east-west street was called the decumanus maximus while the one running north-south was called the cardo. The two main streets intersected in the centre.
The fort was built int eh years immediately after 349BC when the coast of Latium was troubled by Greek pirates. The garrison consisted of about 300 military colonists it is uncertain whether the military plan preceded the civil plan or vice versa.

By the second century BC, Ostia had outgrown its nuclear castrum and was an expanding commercial city.  The initial urban development seems to have been of a gradual and haphazard nature and the result and the result is a patchwork of partially organised fragments with an overall coherent design.

The one exception was an area east of the castrum between the decumanus and the River Tiber to the north. Here was situated a regimented group of public buildings which included baths, the barracks of the vigils (firemen), the theatre, offices of shipping merchants and extensive blocks of warehouses. Five identical stones placed along the northern edge of the decumanus proclaimed that the area was under public control. This was an important provision as it borders on the all-important river.
Around 80BC the permanent defensive walls of Ostia were erected. By this time the town had extended over an area of approximately 65 hectares and the main limits of its growth had been determined. Scattered buildings, including baths and the harbour with its shipping offices and warehouses, lay outside the perimeter. The forum of the town was elongated in shape. By the early part of the 2nd century AD, two temples on its northern end had been replaced by a single structure of impressive appearance, built of brick with a marble veneer and set on a high podium which was approached by a broad flight of steps. The Capitolium (the citadel of any Roman town) was dedicated to Jupiter, Juno and Minerva (the Triad). Opposite to it on the southern end stood a smaller temple to Augustus, built entirely of marble.
Housing in Ostia resembled the types found in Rome.People of comfortable means lived in a domus, a spacious, private dwelling with an atrium and a peristyle. However, with the growth in population under the Empire (31BC -) private housing tended to be replaced by blocks of flats called insulae.
The growing volume of sea-going trade and/or the silting up of the Tiber mouth under the early empire necessitated the construction of a new harbour c.3km. north of Ostia on the right bank of the river. Construction of the Imperial harbour began in 42AD during the reign of the Emperor Claudius. A huge shallow basin c.100m. wide was cut out of the coastline and extended into the sea by two curving moles (breakwaters). A canal was also built to link the harbour directly to a bend in the Tiber. This canal had an outlet into the sea and helped to relieve flooding in Rome. In the centre of the left mole was a lighthouse.

However, the wide Imperial harbour was exposed to storms. In 62AD. 200 ships were wrecked in the harbour by a storm. Subsequently, under the emperor Trajan, c.112AD a more sheltered basin was built. This hexagonal basin was situated at the south or inner end of the Imperial Harbour and connected to it by a canal.
It was surrounded by warehouses on all sides except the north-west where there was an Imperial palace occupied perhaps by the emperor during official tours of inspection. At some later date the basin and adjacent buildings were enclosed by a wall. In the 4th century AD this complex became a small, independent harbour-town called Portus Latin for ‘port’). Ironically, it outlasted its parent town Ostia , in importance.
