OVID

SUMMARIES

BAUCIS AND PHILEMON
· Two old people, Baucis and her husband, Philemon, living in poverty are the only ones to take in Jupiter and Mercury when they visit the earth in disguise. 
· They produce their best for the gods, then discover their identity when the wine jug remains full.
·  They are taken up the mountain to watch the land being flooded.
·  Their cottage is turned into a temple and they are granted their wish of serving the gods’ shrine and finally dying together.

·  In fact, they are turned into trees; an oak and a linden.

MISERY IN EXILE
· Written as a letter to a friend who has advised him to pass the time by writing poetry.
·  Writing poetry is not for someone sad.

·  He compares his sorrow with that of Priam, Niobe and Socrates.
· Even if he could forget the past, fear of his present situation would stop him writing.

· He is surrounded by ignorant foreigners and almost forgets his own language.
· However, he still writes poetry but burns most of it.

· As poetry caused his ruin, he wishes he was no longer a poet.
MYSELF
· Ovid is pleading his case to a woman.
· He will be her slave and faithful for life.

· He doesn’t come from an old family, nor is he rich – his father is only a knight (middle class). 

· However, the Muses always inspire him.

· His life is honourable, his heart true and faithful.

ADVICE TO WOMEN
· The chief duty of women is to keep their beauty.

· Care produces grain; fruit and things cared for always give pleasure.

· Now that men are taking care of their appearance, women must take care to match them.

THE ART OF LOVE
· Ovid gives advice to men on how to treat women.
· Give in to her; do what she wants.

· When playing games, make sure she wins.

· All birthdays and giving days are a disaster – a woman always gets a man to part with his money.

· She plays too many tricks to count.

· There are a few cultured girls who are happy to be praised in song and others who are not cultured but who wish they were; it’s worth writing all night to write an ode to them in lieu of a gift.

· Finally, try to make her want what you intend to give her.
UNFAIR
· You are always accusing me of looking at other women.
· Whatever I do is wrong.

· I wish I really had done something wrong because then I could accept my punishment.

· Your random attacks make your anger pointless.
