PROPERTIUS

SUMMARIES
TWO  REQUESTS

· Propertius makes two requests to his loved one, Cynthia perhaps. 

· The first request is that he might be allowed to come and see her more often.

· Connected to this first request is the idea that this woman was born to hurt him by her beauty.

· Also there is the notion of Propertius being willing to be tormented by love, of feeling doomed to unhappiness because of it .
· The second request is that he might be inspired to write even better poetry than the famous poets so that he can make her beauty famous.

· It is clear in this poem that for Propertius, poetry is to be used in the service of love.

SUSCEPTIBILITY
· Here Propertius addresses his friend, Demophoon.

· He tells him that he cannot stop looking at girls and falling in love constantly which gets him into trouble.
· If he enters a street, he finds himself in love by the time he reaches the other end of it.

· Going to the theatre is even worse!  A girl only has to lift her arms or sing a song for him to be smitten.

· He admits that there is no logic to this.

· There are many forms of insanity and everyone has some form of madness in them. His is wanting an infinity of women.

· Even if he were struck blind, he would still have an eye for a pretty girl.
LOVE  AND  PEACE

· Here, Propertius opposes the two ideas of love and peace.

· The only war worth fighting is a war waged in pursuit of love.  
· Riches are not worth fighting for.

· He contemplates how men rush into war without a reason and thus die needlessly.
· In the Underworld wealth is no good to anyone.

· The only ‘good’ death is one which follows a life fulfilled by having loved life.

· Propertius’ finds joy remembering music and dancing.

· He intends to seek enjoyment also in wine and flowers.

· When he is old then he will spend time learning all about the gods, the seasons, tides, winds, weather, the future, rainbows and the Underworld; these are some of the questions he will settle before he dies.
· If anyone wants to fight, they should go and get back the standards lost by the Roman general Crassus (ie. if people want to fight, let them!). 
GONE
· Propertius’ girl (Cynthia?) has left him.
· He challenges his friend’s opinion that he has no cause for distress.

· Our strongest emotional feelings are reserved for those we love most.

· He would be less angry if someone killed him.

· If he could see her leaning on another, he could claim her back.

· But as is the way of love, today you’re the winner, the next, the loser.

· He draws an analogy between his plight and the fall of great kings and mighty cities.

· He remembers that despite all the gifts he gave her, she never once said she loved him.
GONE  TO  CLITUMNUS
· Here, Propertius addresses Cynthia.
.
· Although he does not like her leaving him in Rome, he draws comfort from the fact that there will be few temptations in the country for her to be unfaithful to him.

no seducers,

no rivals,

no unexpected visitors,

· She will only have the countryside to amuse her, the cattle and the humble homes of the local peasants.
· There will be no theatres to corrupt her or temples where she can sin (as she has so often done).

· The only occupations will be to watch agricultural activities.

· Visiting rustic shrines and attending religious sacrifices where she will perform a dance in honour of some rustic festival will be her only social activities. 

· Propertius declares he will go hunting. He looks forward to the activities associated with it but does not intend to attempt anything too dangerous.

· He reminds Cynthia, in case she has any wild ideas, that he will be with her in a few days.
· He will ask the woods and streams to call her name to remind her of his impending arrival.
CYNTHIA  IS  DEAD
· Here, Propertius remembers Cynthia’s funeral.
· She is being buried beside the road.

· He cannot sleep, thinking about her funeral and he hates being alone in his bed.

· He remembers her hair and eyes as she lay beside him, similar to her appearance on her funeral pyre.
· He remembers her dress scorched down one side, her favourite beryl ring as it was being consumed by fire, her pale lips. 

· He imagines her speaking to him as if she were still alive, her hands quivering, but what appears to be movement is merely the fire taking hold of her body.
THE  GOD  OF  LOVE

· Love is rightly shown as boyish ie. as Cupid because lovers behave boyishly.
· Lovers tend to fret over trifles instead of enjoying being in love.
· It is right that Cupid is shown with wings because lovers are tossed about by emotional storms.
· One never knows what will happen in relationships.

· Cupid has a quiver hanging from each shoulder and from them he shoots his arrows of love at his victims unawares.

· Once struck by love, one is never the same again.

· Propertius knows this because he has been the victim of Cupid’s arrows.
CYNTHIA
· Propertius tells Cynthia to take her clothes off or else he will tear them off and then she will feel his touch on her body.
· If this happens and he is overcome by passion she will have bruises/love bites which  her mother will see.
· He assures her that she has nothing to hide as her body is still young and unaffected by childbirth.

· He urges her to enjoy their love together while the fates still allow them to do so.

· He warns her that the dark night is coming (a reference to death, perhaps?).

· He begs her to bind them with a bond of love so strong that the passage of time will unable to break it.
