TOPIC  7.      WRITERS  OF  THE  AUGUSTAN  AGE

PROPERTIUS

MARKING  SCHEME

1998.  In his poetry, Propertius puts love, whether of one woman or all women, above everything 

           else.

           Discuss this statement with reference to the poems on your course.

3 points. (17, 17, 16).
A straightforward question requiring knowledge of a number of the prescribed poems.
2000.  What is your impression of Propertius from the poems on your course?

Impression ex 50

       The main themes in the poems include:

· Love of women.
· Love as the most important subject for his poetry.

· Wars and riches do not interest him.

· A man aware of death and especially death of love; We sense that he feels love cannot last, that he will lose it.

· He also in most of his poems sees love as a source of anxiety and pain as much as of joy.

· He also has a sense of humour and self-mockery.
2002.  (a)  What attitudes to death, and to war, do you find in the poetry of Propertius on your


course?

Impression ex 40.

· In general, there is in Propertius a sense that all things pass, that we must live life  

                                                ‘for the darkness of night is coming

A long night with no day following’.
· The relevant poems are Love and Peace, Cynthia is Dead, and Cynthia in all of which his attitude to death emerge. 

· Love and Peace  is the only one which deals with war. In it, he rejects war.


‘I’ll have no wars save wars of love.’

(b)  What is your opinion of Propertius’ attitude to death?

Impression ex 10.

There may be some overlap with (a) here and candidates should be given credit. However, 

for full marks, they must express an opinion.

· For example, Propertius in Cynthia is Dead has a morbid view of his dead mistress’ pale and burning body,


‘her hands quivered meanwhile, the frail knuckles snapped.’
2005.  The poetry of Propertius is dominated by his conviction that love is the most important

           thing in life.

Discuss this statement with reference to the poems on your course.

3 points. (17, 17, 16).

· Candidates should look at the centrality of love in the poetry of Propertius.
· This involves showing that love takes precedence over other activities such as war and politics. Most relevant poems are; Two Requests, Susceptibility, Love and Peace, Gone, Gone to Clitumnus, Cynthia is Dead, The God of Love, Cynthia.
2007.  From your reading of the prescribed poems, analyse Propertius’ relationship with

           Cynthia.

Impression ex 50.
· Candidates should base their answers mainly on the prescribed poems which relate directly to Cynthia (Gone, Gone to Clitumnus, Cynthia is Dead, Cynthia).
· However, they may also draw on his poems about love in general (Susceptibility, Love and Peace, The God of Love) to provide additional supporting material.
A good analysis will focus on:

· Sexual passion (Cynthia); the need to love

‘while the Fates still grant us leave,

                                                    Let’s feast our eyes on love;

For the darkness of night is coming.’

· Jealousy and despair (Gone).

· Good humoured longing while they are apart (Gone to Clitumnus).

· The strange, almost morbid grief after her death (Cynthia is Dead).

