TOPIC  7.          WRITERS  OF  THE  AUGUSTAN  AGE

HORACE

MARKING  SCHEME
1996.  (a)  Summarise the themes in Horace’s poem Ode to Spring.

20 marks. (10,10).

· Spring has banished winter.
· The passage of the seasons warns us of our mortality.

· Seasons come again and again, we do not.

· Live for today, there may be no tomorrow.

· The greatest heroes had to die.

How typical of Horace’s poetry do you find these themes? Refer to other prescribed   

poems of Horace in your answer.

30 marks. (10, 10, 10).
· Relevant poems include Enjoy the Present Hour, We All Must Die, Rustic Joys, Enjoy Your Possessions While They Are Yours.
1998.  What is Horace’s attitude to death and the shortness of life from the evidence of the 

poems you have read?

3 points. (17, 17, 16).

Answers should range over a number of poems and should treat both death and the 

shortness of life.
1999.  What evidence do you find in Horace’s poetry of:

(a)  His capacity for friendship.

25 marks. (13, 12).

· In general, Horace’s verse exudes a love of company and a joy in friendship.
· We feel from the tone and language that he cares for and genuinely likes the person to whom each poem is addressed and to whom he gives such good advice. ‘Enjoy life’, ‘take each day as it comes’, ‘laugh’, ‘drink wine’, ‘be happy’, are the exhortations of a man who likes to share.
· In particular Journey to Brundisium has the most forthright statement on friendship as well as ample evidence of the importance to Horace of his friends.
· Cease to Mourn, The Town Mouse and The Country Mouse, The Bore – all add to the picture.
(b)  his sense of humour.

25 marks. (13, 12).
· Horace likes to laugh at himself and the situations he gets into. The Bore is the best example.
· His humour is gentle in our extracts.

· Journey to Brundisium has some lovely humorous touches as does The Town Mouse and The Country Mouse. 
2001.  Horace’s poetry shows us a man of great wisdom and common sense.

Discuss this statement, with reference to the poems of Horace on your course.
50 marks. (17, 17, 16). Knowledge of at least three poems required.

Candidates need not make a sharp distinction between ’wisdom’ and ‘common sense’

provided their overall treatment of the question is soundly based on knowledge of the 

prescribed material.

· The twelve prescribed poems show many examples of Horace’s sensible, wise and humane attitudes to life and death.
· A recurring theme is, of course, the shortness of life, the futility of worrying what the future may bring and the wisdom of enjoying the present.
· Equally wise is Horace’s list of things which are to be valued in life – not wild or excessive pleasures but friendship, love, good wine.

· Be content, says Horace, with what you have; do not wear yourself out in pursuit of power or wealth. 

· Death is inevitable, accept the fact and get on with life.

· Don’t hoard your possessions, enjoy them now.

· Wisdom also consists in leading a moral life (The Good Man Need Fear Nothing).
· There is also wisdom in valuing friendship (Journey to Brundisium).
· Horace’s ability to laugh at himself (The Bore) is also a type of wisdom.
2002.  (a)  What do you find attractive about Horace’s poems The Bore and Journey to 


Brundisium?

Impression ex 40.
· The primary attraction for most readers has been Horace’s ability to laugh at himself and the misadventures he endures. Both these poems are full of the gentle humour.
· Another is his great capacity for friendship (especially in Journey to Brundisium).
· His use of direct speech and the quick dialogue in The Bore are very effective.
· In Journey to Brundisium, there is also a most entertaining insight into the trials of a long journey with brawls and smoky fires and roast thrushes.
(b)  What do these poems reveal about Horace himself?
Impression ex 10.

      Again, there may be an overlap with (a) for which credit should be given.
· Horace comes across as a good companion, an entertaining and humorous friend.
2003.  From your study of Horace’s poetry, what evidence do you find for Horace’s feelings for 

nature?

Impression ex 50.

Relevant poems include Enjoy the Present Hour, A Quiet Life, Rustic Joys, Cease to Mourn, 

Enjoy Your Possessions While They are Yours, Ode to Spring, TheTtown Mouse and the 

Country Mouse.
· There is plenty of evidence for Horace’s appreciation of and delight in nature.
· Horace is not romantic or sentimental about nature. He uses nature in his poetry to be a background or to point a lesson or example. A good example is Cease to Mourn where Valgus is told that rain and storms do not last forever – ‘sunshine returns’.

· However, apart from this practical use, there is a real feeling for nature in other poems, especially in the opening lines of Ode to Spring and Enjoy the Present Hour.

· Rustic Joys is a delightful hymn of praise for the life lived close to nature.
2005.  (a)  Describe Horace’s journey to Brundisium.

35 marks. (12, 12, 11).

· A connected narrative of the journey is required. However, it is a long poem and candidates will not be expected to give every detail.

· The best answers will try to capture some of the humour of the original.

· Answers which get the sequence of places passed through wrong should not be penalised nor should failure to remember every name of persons and places.
(b)  Would you consider Horace a good travelling companion? Give reasons for your

                   answer.

15 marks. (8, 7).

Candidates must be able to draw on their knowledge of the poem to make at least two points as 

a companion.
· His sense of humour,

· His love of his friends,

· His ability to laugh at himself and at setbacks – these are all endearing qualities in a travelling companion.
2006.  From your reading of the prescribed poems, how would you describe Horace’s philosophy of

           life?

50 marks. (17, 17, 16).
· All the prescribed poems are relevant to his philosophy of life.
· Good answers will focus on Horace’s insistence on living for the day something which is such a common feature of his work. ‘This day’s thine own, the next may be denied’, ‘To-morrow and her works defy’.

· Linked to this is the inevitability of death; we must all die, stop hoarding for the future.
      Other elements of his philosophy are:

· The quiet life is best. Avoid stress, be content with little.

· Rural life is better in every way to city life.

· ‘Nor Love, nor Love’s delights disdain.’

· Horace is also the poet who values friendship highly.
2007.  Comment on Horace’s sense of humour in the extracts from the Satires (The Bore, Journey
           to Brundisium, The Town Mouse and the Country Mouse).
Impression ex 50.
The relevant extracts are The Journey to Brundisium, The Town Mouse and the Country 
Mouse, and The Bore and candidates should be able to refer to all of them, though not 

necessarily at equal length.
· In Journey to Brundisium and The Bore, much of Horace’s sense of humour lies in his ability to laugh at himself and at setbacks and difficulties. For example, in The Bore, the humour is in Horace’s picture of himself as he is pursued relentlessly through the street – ‘I dropped my ears like a sullen donkey when he feels too heavy a load on his back.’
· In the fable about the mice, it is the way he depicts the mice as human types with all the amusing details: the food, the furnishings etc. as well as the story itself.

· The Brundisium poem again shows Horace at his rueful best showing himself as the long-suffering but good humoured victim of events: the unending cacophony which will not let him sleep; the fire that destroyed his supper; the brawling bargemen.

· There is also his gently humorous outlook on friends and on those he encounters.
2008.  Discuss the view that while Horace is the poet of friendship and the quiet life, Propertius is

           the poet of passion.

Impression ex 50.
           Candidates must, of course cover both poets but not necessarily at equal length.

· For friendship and the quiet life in Horace, Candidates can refer to The Journey to Brundisium, Enjoy the Present Hour, A Quiet Life, Rustic Joys, The Town Mouse and the Country Mouse, among other poems.
· Propertius’ passion is most obvious in Two Requests, Cynthia is Dead and Cynthia.
