TOPIC  7.          WRITERS  OF  THE  AUGUSTAN  AGE

LIVY

MARKING  SCHEME
1996.  What are the qualities of the early Romans that stand out in the Livy extracts dealing 

with the early history of the City?

4 points.  (12, 12, 13, 13).

· The Preface speaks of frugality and simplicity, a lack of greed and of wealth.

· The Sabine women story shows resourcefulness.

· Horatius is an example of great courage and the readiness to sacrifice oneself for the state as well as trust in the gods.

· Class Warfare exemplifies the Romans’ ability to compromise, to avoid civil strife, to be moved by a homely and simple story.
1999.  ‘…it will give me satisfaction to have done my part, to the best of my ability, in 
contributing to the record of the greatest people in the world.’ (Livy).

With reference to your text, show that all Livy’s writing is inspired by his patriotism.
Impression ex 50.
Answers must show a knowledge of the range of extracts.

· His Preface sets the tone of pride in Rome’s greatness. His despair at more recent trends reveals a similar patriotism. He is, like all ancient historians, a didactic writer: he sees history as a set of examples of great models and bad ones.
· In The Sabine Women, Horatius, Class Warfare and Cannae, there are recurring themes of nobility, courage, selflessness, loyalty and compromise in the interests of the state.
2001.  ‘History possesses the outstandingly beneficial merit of setting all its varied lessons

luminously on record for our attention. From these, one may select models for oneself and

one’s country.’ (Livy’s Preface).

In the extracts on your course, what lessons and what models does Livy put before his readers?
50 marks. (17, 17, 16).

Examiners will look for three examples drawn from the Livy extracts on the course.

· In Livy’s Preface, there is the general theme that riches bring strife and avarice, vices that have only lately afflicted Rome.
· The other most relevant extracts are Horatius on the Bridge with its model of dedication to the State,
· Class Warfare which embodies the virtues of compromise and harmony amongst the classes and 

· Cannae showing the results of dissension but also the nobility of Aemilius Paulus and his refusal to save himself.
· The Sabine Women is also relevant.
2002.  (a)  In Livy’s account of the Battle of Cannae, what picture emerges of Hannibal as a 

leader and as a man?

40 marks.
            There must be treatment of both aspects of Hannibal, the leader and the man though not 
necessarily equal treatment.
· Hannibal does, of course, come across as a masterly general.

· His provocation of the Romans drew them on to the battle on his chosen ground and his ploy of weakening his front line in order to entice the Roman infantry deeper in has become a classic of military tactics.

· The pretended desertion of 500 Numidians is another example of his daring and innovative attitude to battle.

· As a man, he obviously held the loyalty of his assorted troops, Africans, Gauls and Spaniards.

· He shows humanity too in his comment about the Roman cavalry whom Paulus ordered to dismount.

· Finally, we see the victorious leader in the middle of his officers, unable to take in the notion that, according to Maharbal, he could capture Rome by an immediate attack.

(b)  Do you get the impression that Livy admires Hannibal? Support you answer with 


reference to the text.

10 marks.
            There will possibly be some overlap with (a).

· Livy does treat Hannibal with admiration considering that he was Rome’s greatest opponent and one of the worst defeats Rome ever suffered.
· We do not get a sense of Livy depicting Hannibal as a cruel or vicious man.
2003.   (a)  In Livy’s Horatius on the Bridge, what measures did the Senate take to ensure that 
      the poorer citizens remained loyal in the face of the threatened attack by Lars 

                  Porsenna?


20 marks. (10,10).

Livy mentions:

·  the buying up of corn,
·  the assumption by the state of the salt monopoly,
· the shifting of taxes from the poor to the better off.
(b)  How does Livy succeed in making so dramatic this story of Horatius saving Rome?


20 marks. (10,10).
· A good response will focus on the actions of Horatius as he catches hold of those Romans in flight, strides to the bridge, ‘darting glances of defiance.’
· We hear the crash of the falling bridge, the cheer of the watching Romans, the prayer of Horatius as he leaps into the river.

(c)  From this story, what lessons do you think Livy wanted Roman readers to learn?


10 marks. (5,5).
· The importance of patriotism, of being ready to fight and die for one’s country.
· The working together by all in the interests of the state.
2004.  Livy in his Preface, and in his treatment of the early Romans, tends to idealise the past at the 
           expense of his own age.

           Discuss this comment with reference to the prescribed extracts from Livy.

           Impression ex 50.

           Candidates will be expected to be aware of Livy’s whole attitude to his own times and be able to 

show a knowledge of the extracts.

· Livy states his position quite plainly in his Preface and this is primary evidence for his preference for the past.
· However, his treatment of Romans of earlier times in such extracts as The Sabine Women, Horatius on the Bridge, Class Warfare, Cannae is powerful evidence of his admiration for those earlier times. 

· The virtues shown in then – courage, patriotism, co-operation, harmony between the classes – have been replaced by their opposites with disastrous consequences for the Rome of his day.
2006.  (a)  In Livy’s account of the Battle of Cannae, describe how Hannibal defeated the Romans.

Impression ex 25.

A clear narrative is sufficient for good marks. It should cover the formation of Hannibal’s 
battle line with its wedge (crescent)-shaped front and the course of the battle in its main

moves ending with the defeat of the Romans.

           (b)  Discuss the behaviour of the consul Paulus before and after the battle at Cannae.

10 marks. (5,5).

· Before the battle he is part of the squabbling with Varro but is unwilling to abandon his colleague on the day.
· During the battle he is wounded but stands his ground and fights back.

· When all is obviously lost he refuses the offer of a horse on which to escape preferring to die in action.

· There must be some comment.
           (c)  What is your impression of Hannibal as portrayed by Livy in the extracts on your course?
15 marks. (8,7).

· Livy portrays a military genius both at Cannae and at Zama where Hannibal lost.
· He is also shown as unable to grasp his opportunity of taking the city of Rome itself.

2007.  ‘History possesses the outstandingly beneficial merit of setting all its varied lessons 

luminously on record for our attention.’ (Livy’s Preface).

Show how Livy uses stories from Rome’s History to highlight the virtues of patriotism and 

courage. In your answer, refer to the Livy extracts on your course.

Impression ex 50.

            Candidates can and should range over a number of the prescribed extracts (Sabine Women, 
Horatius on the Bridge, Class Warfare, Cannae). They may also use Livy’s Preface as a sort of 
benchmark of Livy’s view of the decline of Rome from the ‘good old days.’

· Of the extracts, Horatius is the best example of selfless heroism of early Romans.
· Answers could also cite the way the plebeians and patricians were able to settle their differences without violence in the interests of Rome in Class Warfare.

· The behaviour of Paulus at Cannae is also relevant.

· The eventual treatment of the Sabine women by the young Romans could also be cited.
2008.  (a)  How does Livy explain Hannibal’s great victory over the Romans at the Battle of Cannae?

Impression ex 35.
Examiners will look for three valid reasons.

These could include:

· Dissension between the two Roman consuls.

· Hannibal’s military genius.

· Varro’s incompetence.

· Hannibal’s various tactical moves.

(b)  Do you think Livy treated Hannibal fairly in the prescribed extracts? Explain your answer.
15 marks. (8,7).

Candidates may agree or disagree and should take into account both extracts (The Romans 

defeated by Hannibal at Cannae and The Defeat of Hannibal).

· In fact, Livy is warm in his praise of the Carthaginian leader in the latter extract.
· In the former, he allows Maharbal to criticize Hannibal for not ordering an immediate advance on Rome.

· In general, he is very fair and there are extracts of praise for Hannibal particularly in his defeat at Zama.
