TOPIC  7.    WRITERS  OF  THE  AUGUSTAN  AGE

OVID   

MARKING  SCHEME
1996.  Compare and contrast the poetry of Ovid and Propertius.

4 points: 12, 12, 13, 13. (At least one a contrast and at least one a comparison).

· Themes.

· Attitude to women in general and to love.

· Intensity and feeling.

· Biographical.

· Use of myth.

· Style (eg. language).
1999.  (a)  Discuss the range of interests that Ovid shows in his poetry.


30 (10, 10, 10)

· Women; the game of love and how to play it.
· His own life including his exile.

· Mythology and the retelling of the great stories in myth.


(b)  In what ways is Ovid’s poetry different from that of either Virgil or Horace?


20 (10, 10).


Virgil:
· Contrast with Virgil is strong: a deeply serious poet engaging lofty themes of Rome and her mission (Aeneid), the virtues of rural life (Georgics).

· Imbued with a sense of the spiritual.

· Ovid is essentially one of the world’s great storyteller’s with a wonderfully light touch.

· Horace too, for all his good humour and enjoyment of the good things in life, is essentially a serious poet.

· Moderation, certainty of death, shortness of life, friendship, Augustus and his programme, are some of his themes.

2000.  ‘…but what has captivated many generations is his glorious skill as a teller of tales.’

Discuss this comment with reference to Ovid’s poem Baucis and Philemon.

Obviously a good knowledge of the actual story as well as an awareness how Ovid turns 

it into such a captivating tale, are what are required for high marks.

· It is a simple, delightful story of goodness rewarded but Ovid’s skill is chiefly seen

(a) In his portrayal of the old couple with their humility and gentle hospitality; their 


     poor but contented life and their touching love for one another and


(b) The details and delightful touches he provides to bring pictures to our minds.


     A nice example is the three-legged table with one leg shorter than the others – but 


     there are many more.
2001.  From the poems on your course, what opinion of Ovid’s character have you formed?

Impression ex 50.
· Apart from the long Baucis and Philemon which shows Ovid’s mastery of the art of story-telling and his humanity, the other five poems in the prescribed anthology give some insight into his character.
· Candidates should be able to draw on his self-pity and misery in exile, alleviated nonetheless by his learning of the local language and his continuing attempts to write poetry.

· The remaining poems show his love of and understanding of women, his urbane and witty, if somewhat cynical, attitude to the game of love.
2003.  From your study of the poems on your course, would you agree that Ovid’s poetry reveals 
a deep understanding of women?

Impression ex 50.

Relevant poems are Myself, Advice to Women, The Art of Love, Unfair.

Candidates should be able to draw on these poems to support their answers.

The last three are full of insights into the game of love and advice for both women and 

men.
2004.  Ovid’s tale of Baucis and Philemon has been called ‘a delightful parable about humility

and greed.’

(a)  How does Ovid make the story so delightful?

40 marks. (14, 13, 13).

The best answers will show how Ovid builds up the details of the old couple’s simple

home and humble behaviour with great artistry to make his story delightful.

(b)  What is the moral of the story?
10 marks.

The gods do reward virtue and punish wrongdoing – that is the most obvious moral but

it may be expressed in many other ways.
2005.  Ovid was banished to the Black Sea by Augustus in AD. 8.

(a)  Based on the poem Ovid’s Misery in Exile describe Ovid’s life in exile.

30 marks. ((10, 10, 10).

· He bemoans the unlettered land where he is forced to live. Nobody speaks Latin, nobody appreciates verse. He himself has almost forgotten his own tongue.
· He is depressed: ‘whoe’er has cause for sorrow, I have most.’ ‘The fortitude by Socrates possessed, Soon would it sink beneath such woes as mine.’

· There are dangers too ‘When hostile troops swarm o’er the dreary plain’.

(b)  In your opinion what would Ovid have missed most of life in Rome?


In your answer, refer to the poems on your course.

20 marks. (10, 10).

· From poems such as Myself, Advice to Women, The Art of Love and Unfair, candidates should be able to identify the things that were part of Ovid’s life in Rome.

· He was very much the man about town, much taken up with the company of women.

· He gambles, goes to the theatre, writes plenty of verse.

· In short, Ovid was a man totally at home in a big city like Rome.
2006.  From your reading of the prescribed poems, compare the attitude of Propertius to women 

with the attitude of Ovid to women.

Impression ex 50.

The most relevant poems are:

Ovid: Baucis and Philemon, Myself, Advice to Women, The Art of Love, Unfair.

Propertius: Two Requests, Susceptibility, Love and Peace, Gone, Gone to Clitumnus, 

Cynthia is Dead, The God of Love, Cynthia.

Candidates do not need to have a detailed knowledge of all these poems. To gain high 

marks, they should be able to draw on their general familiarity with the two poets to 

highlight the points of similarity and of difference.

· Women play a large part, perhaps the dominant part, in the lives of both men.
· Each of them is susceptible to the charms of women.

· Properties cannot see a girl without falling in love; Ovid studies the ways of women.

· The sort of love each man writes of is not that of calm, settled feelings. it is a more passionate love, except in Ovid’s Baucis and Philemon.
· And yet, there is a strong difference in tone and feeling between the two.

· Ovid tends to see love as a game. He treats it in an almost playful, cynical way. We  

sense that he enjoys pursuing and being pursued but that for him it is not a matter of life and death.       
· He is very much the sophisticated urban dweller, involved with lots of women in the social round and ever ready to give advice on the game of love.
· Propertius, despite his susceptibility to all women, treats his love of Cynthia in quite a different way. Here we meet real passion, almost obsession.

· There is the pain of separation and loss.

· There is jealousy and despair.

· And the presence of death is never very far away.

· Even in his poems on love in general, the tone is more serious, less frivolous than that of Ovid. (Love and Peace and The God of Love).
2008.  (a) What are the main themes that Ovid explores in the prescribed poems on your course?
Impression ex 30.

Examiners will look for three main concerns in Ovid supported by reference to the 

prescribed poems.

· There is a major preoccupation with the game of love in four of the poems
(Myself, Advice to Women, the Art of love, Unfair).
· His exile is another major concern.

· A third is the simple life and homespun virtues depicted in Baucis and Philemon.

· It could also be said that one of Ovid’s great concerns in his poetry is the telling of stories at which he is a master.

              Candidates should be able to explore these themes with reference to the prescribed 


poems.

(b)  Which is your favourite poem by Ovid? Give reasons for your choice.

20 marks. (10, 10).

Examiners will look for two valid reasons for choosing a particular poem.
