TOPIC  7.      WRITERS  OF  THE  AUGUSTAN  AGE

VIRGIL

MARKING  SCHEME

1996.  ‘The Firstborn of the New Age is already on his way from high heaven down to earth’

(Virgil, Ecl.IV).

(a)  What, according to Virgil, will the world be like when the New Age dawns?

25 marks. (8,8,9).
Points could include:

· A world of peace where flowers and produce will grow of their own accord, where domestic and wild animals will lie down together.

· Later wars and adventures will end and man will no longer need to trade or sail or plough.

(b)  Why does the poet show longing for such an age?

15 marks. (7,8).

· Weariness of civil wars and fear that another may begin.
· His own family losses.
· New Age.
(c)  Mention one theory about the identity of the child in Eclogue IV.
      10 marks for choosing and explaining briefly one of these:

· The child of Octavian and Scribonia.
· The child of Antony and Octavia.

· The birth of Christ.
1998.  Virgil’s tenderness and sympathy with human suffering have moved readers down through 

the ages.

What evidence of these qualities have you seen in the poems by Virgil on your course?

3 points. (17, 17, 16).

The main sources of examples are Orpheus and Eurydice and The Underworld but there                        

are instances also in Virgil’s portrayal of the simple, happy life of the farmer.
1999.  (a)  Summarise the tale of Hercules and Cacus as told by Virgil.

30 marks.
(b)  What makes the story so colourful and dramatic?

10 marks.

· The details provide colour.
· Virgil is almost cinematic in the way he paints the pictures. Blackness, shadows, fitful glints of fire etc. dominate the images and, of course, Cacus is a wonderfully colourful character – a real monster, breathing fire.

· The story is full of movement and sudden actions. 

·  Cacus’ end is suitably dramatic.

(c)  How seriously do you think Virgil wants us to take this tale? Briefly give reasons for 


your answer.

Not too seriously.

· It is delightfully over the top like a children’s story.
· Cacus’ trick is clever and there is exaggeration throughout.

· The description of Cacus’ death is full of grotesque and amusing details – his fire-breathing and how Hercules ‘twisted him into a knot’ etc.
2000.  (a)  What evidence do you find in the prescribed poems of Virgil’s feeling for farming and 


the countryside?

40 marks.
The relevant extracts are The Birth of the Saviour, Rustic Happiness and A Farmer’s
Calendar.

· The Birth of the Saviour provides the idyllic picture of the Golden Age.

· A summary of the main themes in Rustic Happiness and A Farmer’s Calendar is what is required.

· The preference for the tranquil life of the countryside to the stress and tension of cities is one such theme.

· Virgil stresses the innocence, wholesomeness and health of the rural life.

· Family life is simple and happy.

· This was the life the early Romans led.

· Every thing happens in season. The farmer works in harmony with nature.
(b)  Do you think his view of rural life is realistic?

10 marks.
This can be answered either way.

· It is realistic in that Virgil shows an intimate and detailed knowledge of rural life in all its facets.
· On the other hand, he paints an idealised picture where the emphasis is on family harmony, happy, well-cared for animals and abundant crops.
2001.  Comment on how Virgil makes the story of Orpheus and Eurydice so moving and 

memorable.

3 points. (17, 17, 16).

Candidates need not treat ‘moving’ and ‘memorable’ separately – an overall treatment 

will suffice.

Examiners will look for a reasonably detailed knowledge of the story as treated by Virgil 

and an awareness of how he extracts the maximum of pathos.

· In the early lines, he uses a litany of places and peoples to highlight the universal grief at her untimely death.
· Then he focuses on Orpheus alone. In these lines, he establishes his bitter loneliness and then follows him into the Underworld.

· Virgil’s feeling for the dark and gloomy regions of Hell and for the countless dead who live and suffer there (note those whom he lists – mostly young) heighten the sadness.

· The loss of Eurydice is treated at great speed and the only direct speech is used for her final words.

· Orpheus spends seven months alone ‘under the ice-cold stars.’ 

· Nature is shown grieving with him and his end seems fitting. Virgil even succeeds with the image of the head rolling down the river and crying ‘Eurydice’!
2002. (a)  Discuss the range of themes treated by Virgil in the extracts on your course.
40 marks.
Examiners will look for a knowledge of the different themes:

· Mythology.

· Pastoral.

· Political.

· Agriculture and rural life.

· Death and the Underworld.

· Early Rome.

Candidates should know the names of Virgil’s three works:

· Eclogues.

· Georgics.

· Aeneid.

The question calls not just for naming of the different themes but some discussion of 

them. For example, the importance of farming and country life, the significance of the

political parts etc.

(b)  What is your favourite extract from Virgil? Give reasons for your choice.

10 marks.


Examiners will look for reasons firmly based on a knowledge of the piece chosen.
2003.  ‘The Firstborn of the New Age is already on his way from high heaven down to earth.’

(Virgil, Eclogue IV).

(a)  Describe what the world will be like during the New Age?

25 marks. (13, 12).
Two points covering the effects on Nature and on Man with reasonable detail.

(b)  Do you think Virgil wishes us to take literally this vision of a New Age?

10 marks.
· Candidates could relate this poem to the restoration by Augustus of peace and stability after the Civil War.

(c)  What events of Virgil’s time are reflected in this poem?

15 marks. (8,7).

Points could include:

· The Augustan Peace.
· The Treaty of Brundisium.

· The pregnancies of Octavian’s and Antony’s wives.
2004.  One of Virgil’s characteristic qualities is his sympathy with those who suffer.

What evidence do you find of this quality in the extracts Orpheus and Eurydice and

The Underworld?

3 points. 917, 17, 16).

· The treatment of the twice-blighted lovers in Orpheus and Eurydice is very moving.
· Eurydice’s death is lamented by all of nature.

· Orpheus is surrounded by the unhappy dead in Hades and the heartbreaking separation is brilliantly told.

· Orpheus’ remaining time on earth and his gruesome death are further evidence of Virgil’s extraordinary feeling for those who suffer.

· His picture of the unburied dead stretching out their hands in unavailing plea to be allowed to cross the Styx is another good example.

· Note too that the myriads of the dead are mostly young and victims of untimely death.
2006.  (a)  From you reading of the Virgil extracts Rustic Happiness and A Farmer’s Calendar, 


Do you find Virgil’s description of the farmer’s life to be a realistic one?

30 marks.
            This theme is treated in Rustic Happiness particularly but also in A Farmer’s Calendar.

The best answers will use familiarity with the texts to illustrate:

· Virgil’s love of the countryside.

· His approval of rural life.

· Examine just how idealistic the picture of the farmer’s life really is.

Candidates who do not give a judgement or an opinion will not score highly.

· Virgil does paint an overwhelmingly positive picture of the farmer’s way of life and of nature’s gifts.

· All the seasons are kind except spring when gales and storms are common.

· There is no mention of natural disasters, crop failures, diseases or of any rural crimes or unrest.

· Virgil’s farmer has a serenely happy family life, a perfect wife and children.

· He lives in harmony not only with nature but also with his fellow farmers.

· It recalls the simple life of the early Romans.

(b)  What are the main aspects of city life that Virgil finds unattractive?

20 marks.

· Rustic Happiness contains a long section on the ills of urban living.
· It admits of no redeeming features to city life.

· Virgil includes bribery in the courts, being at the beck and call of the mob, tumults and disturbances, envy, taxes and ‘the Senate’s mad decrees’.
2007.  (a)  In The Song of Silenus from Virgil’s Eclogues, describe how the satyrs forced their 


father Silenus to give them ‘their promised song’.

15 marks.
A very brief account of the event is all that is required including:

· How the satyrs bound his hands while he was in a drunken sleep.

· How Silenus agrees with good humour to give them a song if they will release him.
(b)  How does Virgil make this account full of gentle humour?

            20 marks.

· The ‘gentle humour’ is evident in Virgil’s description of Silenus – ‘dosed with his fumes’, snoring in his dark abode’, he stares around with stupid eyes’.

· His reaction to being tied up is also a humorous one.

(c)  Briefly outline Silenus’ account of the creation of the world.
15 marks.
· Virgil begins with the various elements of the universe, ‘fell through the mighty void, and, in their fall, were blindly gathered in this goodly ball.’
· He continues with the separation of sea and earth; the creation of the sun, clouds, rain, mountains and trees followed by the birth of man.
2008. (a)  In Virgil’s Underworld, how is the ferryman Charon described?
15 marks. (8,7).

Any two details of the appearance of ’that wild and filthy pilot of the marsh’.

(b)  How does Virgil create an atmosphere of horror and utter bleakness in his


description of the Underworld?


Impression ex 20.


There is a wealth of detail in the extract:
· The gloom.
· The personification of all the ills of human existence.
· The grotesque monsters.
· The countless souls flocking to the river bank etc.

(c)  Are you moved by Virgil’s description of the souls? Explain your answer.


15 marks.

Good answers will note:
· The composition of those seeking to cross.
· The telling comparison of those seeking to cross to leaves and migrating birds.
· The despairing longing of the souls to end their restless waiting and cross the Styx.

