TRIER
The site of Augusta Trevorum (modern-day Trier at the junction of the Moselle and Altbach rivers in Germany) had been occupied in pre-Roman times. The Emperor Augustus stationed a regiment of Spanish cavalry there, but the town is particularly associated with the powerful Celto-Roman tribe, the Treveri, from whom it derives its name. The Emperor Claudius (41-54AD) gave Trier the status of a colonia – it was described by a contemporary as ‘a city of very great wealth among the Treveri’. Finally, under Constantius, it became the capital of the Western provinces in 293AD when he made it his residence.
The city-centre or forum lay 460m. east of two successive Roman bridges. it was an oblong court (210x140m.) occupying four insulae or blocks of the colonia. Vaulted arcades of shops set back to back divided it north-south. A courtyard further to the west contained the basilica and, below it, the curia or council house. Adjacent insulae west and north-west contained ostentatious dwellings, one possibly the house of the Gallic emperor, Victorinus (268-270AD).
South-east on the banks of the Altbach river lay a temple quarter. The dominant temple type was the Romano-Celtic with a square shrine surrounded by a portico or verandah on all sides. The deities worshipped were probably pre-Roman. Significantly, this area lay outside the colonia plan.

Originally the forum may have been quartered by the cardo and the decumanus maximus but, in the expanded town of the late 2nd century AD. or later, the axes seemed to have moved east and south.

The Constantinian Baths on the east side of the city were central to the original decumanus.

On roughly the same line is the amphitheatre, built early in the 2nd century AD. It was 70m. long and could accommodate 7,000 spectators. North of it stood a Circus which supposedly rivalled the Circus Maximus in Rome.

Near the successive bridges stood the Barbara Baths, a symmetrical building dating from the 2nd century AD. A pair of Roman horrea or warehouses, probably from the 4th century AD., stand in the north-west quarter near the river. These are each over 70m. long, divided into three aisles by two lines of piers, and are two-storeyed. Between was an unroofed courtyard 25m. wide. Both outer and inner walls were pierced by windows. 
In the north-eastern section of the colonia stands the Aula Palatina or audience hall of the Constantinian palace. The palace was begun in 326AD. and may have been turned into a church subsequently by the emperor’s mother, Helena. parts of the original Roman building remain, incorporated into the present cathedral.

The Porta Nigra, the main north gate, is the most outstanding surviving feature of the Roman-built town walls which enclosed an area of over 280 hectares.
Trier expanded symmetrically along the lines of its original grid or chessboard pattern. Around the periphery these public buildings grew up in orderly fashion. Finally, however, the defences of the city abandoned al semblance of military order and rambled around the landscape, opportunistically incorporating rivers and hills and other vantage points.
