TRIUMPHAL ARCHES
· Triumphal arches became the symbol of Empire.

· Travelled emperors such as Trajan or Hadrian or the Severi left a trail of them across the Roman world.

· More than fifty triumphal arches in Rome itself.

· Wheeler mentions their ‘ostentious inutility’ and declares them to be ‘costly ornaments’ and ‘towering advertisements’.

· However, he declares that ‘their value should not be underrated as an eloquent and powerful expression of period-mentality’.

· He declares that triumphal arches are ‘a facet of the personality-cult which lies at the heart of the Imperial idea’.

· The first recorded commemorative arches are of the second century – 196BC – two arches in the Forum Boarium and one in the Circus Maximus .The one in the Circus Maximus was erected on the spina so can have had no practical purpose as one might expect from the earlier phase.
· Three other arches are known from the second century – a century when Carthage and Corinth fell to Rome and brick and concrete began to be used in vaults and domes.

· During the reign of Augustus and his immediate successors the triumphal arch became an established convention and a characteristic feature of the Imperial scene.

· As late as 75AD Pliny the Elder was describing the triumphal arch as a ‘new-fangled invention’.
· Some triumphal arches may have had a practical function:
            The triple arch at Timgad (Wheeler 154) replaced the west gate.
      At Antalya in Turkey a triple arch in honour of Trajan replaced the east gate.

At Verulamium in Britain a triumphal arch seemed to have replaced each of the two main gates into the town.  

In these instances a certain amount of traffic must have passed through the arches.
· Elsewhere, an arch bestrides the approach road at some distance outside the town walls and may have marked some outer limit. Aosta, Aquino, Canosa, Jerash are examples. 
In these cases too traffic must have passed beneath the arch.

            In triumphal arches such as that of Titus in the Roman forum processions would have 
filed through.
· More often, however, traffic was physically barred:
            The Arches of Tiberius and Septimius Severus in the Roman Forum were shielded by steps.

So too was the four-way arch of Septimius Severus which stands on an island at the  

principal crossroads of Lepcis Magna; street traffic went around it.
At Ancona an arch was built at the end of a mole and can be viewed from land and sea  

but has no practical function.

· In short, as Wheeler says:

     ‘the triumphal arch was in essence a decorative adjunct to some particularly frequented 
spot’.
     ‘These strange monuments are at the same time typical and atypical of their place and   
time’.
     ‘If one were to seek a single emblem for the combined majesty and ostentation of a                                       
successful Rome, these monstrous toys represent it’.

           ‘It is strange that the Romans, who were so practical in so many ways as regards                                                                                                                                                            

engineering, laws, religion and ethics could also pause to express and impose their 

self-gratification in idle contrivances of such grand but nonsensical irrelevance’.
