Topic 5.  Greek Drama.


Leaving Certificate Higher Level Examination Questions

MEDEA  BY  EURIPIDES
1985.  “Medea, in spite of her terrible crimes, still has our sympathy.” Discuss this statement  with 

reference to the play, Medea.

1986.  “Euripides shows a remarkable grasp of female psychology.”

Discuss this statement with reference to the play Medea.
1987.  “Two flaws in Jason lead to disaster, namely, his total lack of insight into Medea’s character,

and his total lack of respect for her as a person.”

(a)  Briefly discuss this view of Jason as he appears in the play Medea.

(b)  Write a brief note on what we learn about Euripides from his treatment of the characters of


Jason and Medea in the play.

1988.  “Hell hath no fury like a woman scorned.”

Would you agree that this is the central theme of the play Medea? Give reasons for your answer,

supporting them by reference to the play.

1989.  (a)  Assess the dramatic significance of the entry of Aegeus, King of Athens, into the play Medea.

           (b)  How do you think the Athenian audience of the time would have assessed this scene?
1990.  “Everything that Medea thinks and does, no matter how extreme it is, is completely believable.”

Discuss this view of Medea’s conduct as depicted by Euripides.

1991.  “In the character of Jason a concern for civilised values is joined with a calculating coldness and

an unscrupulous want of feeling.” (Vellacott in his introduction to the play Medea).

In what way does Jason show a concern for civilised values, and how can such a concern be 

reconciled with his coldness and want of feeling?

1992.  “Medea is a play in which the awful smugness of one half of society is challenged by its despairing 

other half.”

Discuss briefly this view.

1993.  Can Medea’s vengeance on Jason be justified? Give reasons for your answer, supporting them by 

reference to the play.

1994.  Can you give a convincing defence of Jason’s behaviour in Euripides’ Medea?
1995.  “In her cold-blooded pursuit of revenge upon Jason, Medea uses other people to achieve her goal.”

Discuss this view with reference to Euripides’ Medea.

1996.  To what extent is the fact that Medea is a foreign woman from a strange and distant background 

           central to the play Medea?

1997.  Write an essay on the importance of children in Euripides’ play Medea.
1998.  “Medea is quite sure, from start to finish, that the gods are on her side and the play gives us no

reasons to think she is wrong.”  (Knox)   Discuss this statement.
1999.  (a)  Examine Medea’s conduct in her three encounters with Jason in Euripides’ Medea.

           (b)  Do you agree that it is the second encounter which ensures her final victory over Jason?
2000.  “There can be no doubt … that the Medea is very much concerned with the problems of women’s 

place in human society.”

Discuss this comment with reference to the play.

2001.  Analyse the role of the Chorus in Euripides’ Medea.

2002.  In Euripides’ play, Medea, what aspects of Jason’s character contribute to his miserable end?

           Give reasons for your opinion.

2003.  How does Euripides succeed in making us believe that Medea, a loving mother, is capable of 
           killing her own children?

2004.  (a)  Analyse the final scene of Euripides’ play Medea to show how Medea exacts the greatest


possible revenge on Jason.
(35)

           (b)  Discuss the significance of Medea being aloft on the sun-god’s chariot in this scene.    (15)

2005.  In Euripides’ play Medea, show how Medea uses all her talents to deceive and make use of the 

           other characters.

2006.  What insights does Euripides’ play, Medea, give us into the different ways women and men 

           viewed marriage at that time?
2007.  In his play Medea, Euripides shows great understanding of the female psyche through his

           depiction of a range of female characters.

           Discuss this statement.
