Topic 5.  Greek Drama.


Leaving Certificate Higher Level Examination Questions


OEDIPUS REX   BY  SOPHOCLES
1985.  “Sophocles makes Oedipus into a great tragic hero by subjecting him to almost unbearable tensions”.
Discuss this statement with reference to the play, King Oedipus.
1986.  “Sophocles’ use of dramatic irony in the play King Oedipus creates almost unbearable tension.”

Discuss.

1987.  “In spite of the tragic fate of Oedipus and his family, Sophocles’ deep faith in the greatness and the 

wisdom of the gods remains unshaken.”

Discuss this view of the dramatist Sophocles in the light of your reading of his play 

King Oedipus.
1988.  “The greatness of the play King Oedipus lies in the manner in which its construction 

demonstrates how the dignity of a great human being remains intact in confrontation with    

overwhelming power.”

Discuss this statement, supporting your answer by reference to the play.
1989.  “Destiny is an unaccountable power which man must accept.”

Do you accept this statement as being the theme of Sophocles in Oedipus the King?

Give reasons for your answer.

1990.  “A central idea in the play King Oedipus is the sacredness of the primary natural ties in the 

family, as is shown by the horror aroused by even unconscious sins against this sacredness.”
(Jebb)  Discuss.

1991.  “The play King Oedipus is about the pitfalls lying about the path of man into which he may fall, 
and out he must raise himself by greatness of soul, which alone makes him a match for the gods.”
Discuss.

1992.  “The play King Oedipus is a noble attempt by Sophocles to find a satisfactory answer to the 

relationship between gods and human beings: but by the end of the play no solution is 

offered and the mystery of the relationship remains.”

Briefly discuss this statement.
1993.  What elements of Oedipus’ character are vital to the plot of King Oedipus? Discuss the way in which 

           Sophocles employs them to further the action of the play.
1994.  Discuss the dramatic techniques employed by Sophocles to highlight the fall of Oedipus in 

           King Oedipus.

1995.  Discuss the view that the presence of the Chorus and their participation in the acted events 

           heightens the vividness and urgency of the action in the play King Oedipus.

1996.  Compare and contrast the characters of Oedipus and Creon in Sophocles’ play

           Oedipus theKing.
1997.  “Certain of Oedipus’ past actions were fate-bound; but everything he does on the stage from first to 

last he does as a free agent.” (Dodds).

Discuss.

1998.  “The Oedipus who emerges from the palace is bloodstained and sightless, but unbroken.”

Discuss this statement with reference to Sophocles’ King Oedipus.

1999.  Oracles and prophecies are central to Sophocles’ King Oedipus.

Analyse the attitude to oracles and prophecies of each of the following: Oedipus; Jocasta;

the Chorus.
2000.  “Oedipus is clearly a very great man.”
What makes Oedipus “a very great man” in Sophocles King Oedipus?
2001.  Discuss the character of Jocasta and assess the importance of her role in Sophocles’
           King Oedipus.

2002.  “Sophocles’ tragedy presents us with a terrible affirmation of man’s subordinate position in the 

universe, and at the same time with a heroic vision of man’s victory in defeat.” (Knox)

Discuss this statement about Sophocles’ play, Oedipus the King.

2003.  In the gradual uncovering of the truth in Sophocles’ play, Oedipus the King, Jocasta’s mention of 

           Laius’ death “where three roads meet” marks the turning point in the play.

Discuss this view.

2004.  Discuss Oedipus’ qualities as ruler of Thebes in Sophocles’ play Oedipus the King.

2005.  Discuss the Chorus in Sophocles’ play Oedipus the King under the following headings:

           (a)  the attitude of the chorus to Oedipus                                                                              (25)

           (b)  the attitude of the chorus to prophecies and oracles.                                                      (25)

2006.  In Sophocles’ play, King Oedipus, the prophet Tiresias and Oedipus have a dramatic encounter.

           (a)  Give an outline of that encounter.                                                                                   (25)

           (b)  What is your opinion of the behaviour of both Oedipus and Tiresias in this encounter?  
                                                                                                                                                          (25)
2007.  Discuss the view that in Sophocles’ play, Oedipus the King, Oedipus displays all the 

           qualities of a great detective.
