Topic 5.  Greek Drama

               Leaving Certificate Higher Level Examination Questions
PROMETHEUS  BOUND  BY  AESCHLYUS
1985.  “Though all the characters in Prometheus Bound are gods, Titans and Nymphs, yet they all act,

feel and think as men and women”. 

Discuss this statement.

1986.  “Because Prometheus personifies the spirit of those who are ready to suffer for the good, his 
unyielding pride does not diminish our sympathy for him.”

Discuss this statement, with reference to the play Prometheus Bound.

1987.  “The drama Prometheus Bound is kept moving, not by means of a plot, but by the entry of 
various persons coming to see the fettered hero.”

(a)  Demonstrate the truth of the above statement by reference to Prometheus Bound.

(b)  How effective, dramatically, do you consider the entry of various persons to be in the


drama?  Give reasons for your answer.

1988.  “Prometheus simply revels in his stubborn and dangerous defiance.”

Discuss this statement with reference to the play Prometheus Bound.

1989.  “Prometheus Bound is a play about violence  -  violent behaviour and violent language before 
powerless spectators.”

Discuss briefly.

1990.  “The play Prometheus Bound is Aeschylus’ indictment or condemnation of tyrannical 

behaviour by tyrannical rulers.”

Discuss this view of the play Prometheus Bound.
1992.  Discuss the characteristics of Prometheus as hero in Prometheus Bound.

1993.  What general ideas do you think Aeschylus was trying to communicate in his 

Prometheus Bound?

Support your answer by reference to the play.

1994.  What statement does Aeschylus make in Prometheus Bound about the status of man and  

his relationship to god?

1995.  In what ways does Aeschylus create vitality and movement in the play Prometheus Bound,                        

          despite its static setting?

1996.  Show how Aeschylus creates the atmosphere of a ‘police state’ throughout the play

Prometheus Bound.

 1997.  Comment on the significance of the Io scene in Aeschylus’ Prometheus Bound.
1998.  What are the qualities in the character of Prometheus that make him a tragic hero?
1999.  (a)  Outline Prometheus’ grievances against Zeus in Aeschylus’ Prometheus Bound.

           (b)  Do you think that Prometheus is justified in his grievances, or is there anything to be 

                 said in Zeus’ favour?  Give reasons for your answer.

2000.  Compare the attitude of Prometheus to humans with the attitude of the other immortals to 

humans in Aeschylus’ Prometheus Bound.

2001.  In Prometheus Bound, what does Aeschylus say about gaining power and using power?
2002.  In the play Prometheus Bound, compare the reaction of Prometheus to the of Zeus with the 
           reaction of Oceanus and Hermes to the tyranny of Zeus.

2003.  Discuss the role of the chorus in Aeschylus’ play Prometheus Bound. 

           In your answer refer to the attitude of the chorus to Prometheus himself, to his revolt

           against Zeus, and to his punishment.

2004.  Discuss the significance of the Io scene in Aeschylus’ play Prometheus Bound.

2005.  In the clash between Prometheus and Zeus in Aeschylus’ play, Prometheus Bound, the

           other mortals are either frightened of Zeus or whole-heartedly on his side.

           Discuss this statement.

2006.  In Aeschylus’ play, Prometheus Bound, while Zeus is a brutal tyrant, Prometheus himself
           is not without his faults.

           Discuss this view with reference to the play.
2007.  In Aeschylus’ play, Prometheus Bound, what characteristics does Prometheus possess that      
           reveal him as a tragic hero?
2008. (a)  In Aeschylus’ play Prometheus Bound, compare the attitude of Oceanus towards Zeus with
                the attitude of Hermes towards Zeus.                                                                                (25)

          (b)  How did Prometheus’ reactions to Oceanus and Hermes differ? How do you explain this

                difference?
                          (25)


 
                         General Questions
1987.  There is a chorus in each of the four prescribed plays.  With reference to at least two of

           the prescribed plays, discuss the role of the chorus in Greek drama.

1991.  Use any one of the three prescribed tragedies to demonstrate the general formal structure

           and divisions in a Greek tragedy.
