Topic 7.  Writers of the Augustan Age.
                       Leaving Certificate Higher Level Examination Questions.


       HORACE

1985.  What have you learned about Horace and about Augustan life from reading the     

poetry of Horace?

1986. ‘ An outstanding feature of Horace’s Odes is their simple practical wisdom.’

          (a)  From your knowledge of the prescribed Odes discuss this statement.
          (b)  Do you think Horace’s poetry carries any special message for the modern 

    world? Give reasons for your answer, supporting them by reference to the 


prescribed poems.
1987.  Horace’s personality comes through very strongly in the prescribed readings from 

           his works. Write a character sketch of him based on your study of his prescribed
           readings.

1988.  (a)  Briefly describe the highlights of Horace’s ‘Journey to Brundisium.’
           (b)  What do you find attractive about this poem?
1989.  (a)  Briefly outline the main philosophical preoccupations of Horace which are

                 to be found in his prescribed odes.

           (b)  Give one reason for their continuing appeal.

1991. ‘ We love Horace for his urbane humour, his fine tact and his civilised wisdom.’

( G.Highet)

Briefly discuss this assessment of Horace with some reference to his prescribed 

poems.
1992.  ‘From the poem Journey to Brundisium we get both a vivid picture of travel in

Augustan Italy and of Horace’s attitude to his fellow travellers.’

Briefly discuss this statement with reference to the poem.
1993.  What does a reading of the prescribed poems tell you about Horace’s philosophy

of life?

1994.  Do you agree, on the basis of the poems you have read, with the judge of Horace a

           ‘ kindly and shrewd observer of the varied activities in life’?
1995.  ‘The dominant note in Horace’s Satires is good humour’. (Duff). Do you think this

Statement could be fairly applied to the prescribed satires (The Town Mouse and
The Country Mouse, The Bore and The Journey to Brundisium)?
1996.  (a)  Summarise the themes in Horace’s poem Ode to Spring.
           (b)  How typical of Horace’s poetry do you find these themes? Refer to other 


 prescribed poems of Horace in your answer.

1998.  What is Horace’s attitude to death and the shortness of life from the evidence 

of the poems you have read?
1999.  What evidence do you find in Horace’s poetry of:

(a)  his capacity for friendship;

(b)  his sense of humour?

2001.  Horace’s poetry shows us a man of great wisdom and common sense.

Discuss this statement, with reference to the poems of Horace on your course. 
2002.  (a)  What do you find attractive about Horace’s poems The Bore and Journey to


Brundisium?                                                                                                  (40)

            (b)  What do these poems reveal about Horace himself?                                    (10)
2003.  From your study of Horace’s poetry, what evidence do you find of Horace’s 

           feelings for nature?
2005.  (a)   Describe Horace’s journey to Brundisium.                                                   (35)

           (b)  Would you consider Horace a good travelling companion? Give 


reasons for your answer.                                                                                (15)
2006.  From your reading of the prescribed poems, how would you summarise Horace’s 

           philosophy of life?
2007.  Comment on Horace’s sense of humour in the extracts from the Satires (The Bore,

Journey to Brundisium, The Town Mouse and the Country Mouse).
2008.  Discuss the view that while Horace is the poet of friendship and the quiet life, 

           Propertius is the poet of passion.
