Topic 7.  Writers of the Augustan Age

Leaving Certificate Higher Level Examination Questions

              LIVY

1985.  What, in your opinion, are the striking features of Livy’s account of the Battle of Cannae?

1987.  Read the following passage from Livy’s Preface:-


“If any country is entitled to sanctify its beginnings by attributing them to divine action, 
that is true of the Romans. So tremendous is their military glory that, when they claim their 

Founder’s Father to be none other than Mars, the nations of the earth must needs endure it 

patiently – as they endure Roman rule.


Nevertheless, whatever judgements and opinions there may be about such stories, I do not

intend to attach much weight to them. The matters in which, instead, I want every reader to be

absorbed are these: how did people live? How did they behave? What were the men and the 

methods, in peace and war, that won and expanded the empire? Then let it be noted how the 

moral rot started, how standards were gradually sapped, then crumbled more and more 

ominously, and finally began to collapse into utter ruin. That is the stage we have now

reached: our defects are unendurable to us – and so are our cures.”

(a)  “The nations of the earth must endure it patiently” – What do you think Livy is implying


here about the Romans and their Empire?

(b)  Briefly say what you think of the aims Livy lays down for himself in writing his History.

(c)  How does his view of the Augustan Age compare with the view of it given by one other


prescribed writer of the period, for example, Virgil or Horace?

(d) “Our defects are unendurable to us – and so are our cures.”  

       What exactly does Livy mean here?
1989.  Briefly outline, by reference to his Preface, the task which Livy hoped to carry out in writing 

           the history of the Romans.
1991.  Describe Livy’s attitude to the Roman Empire of his own day.

1993.  Livy tells the story of Horatius on the Bridge as an example of traditional Roman valour.

(a)  Summarise the story as told by Livy.

(b)  Comment briefly on the way he tells the story.

1995.  What impression of Hannibal, both as a leader and an individual, has your reading of Livy

           given you?
1996.  What are the qualities of the early Romans that stand out in Livy’s extracts dealing with the early 

history of the City?

1997.  (a)  Contrast the behaviour of the two consuls Terentius Varro and Aemilius Paulus in Livy’s 


account of the Battle of Cannae.

(b)  Explain briefly Hannibal’s successful strategy at Cannae.

1999.  “…it will give me satisfaction to have done my part, to the best of my ability, in contributing to

the record of the greatest people in the world.” (Livy’s Preface)

With reference to your text, show that all Livy’s writing is inspired by his patriotism.

2001.  “History possesses the outstandingly beneficial merit of setting all its varied lessons 

luminously on record for our attention. From these, one may select models for oneself and

one’s country.”(Livy’s Preface)

In the extracts on your course, what lessons and what models does Livy put before his readers?

2002.  (a)  In Livy’s account of the Battle of Cannae, what picture emerges of Hannibal as a leader, and


as a man?
(40)

(b)  Do you get the impression that Livy admires Hannibal?  


Support your opinion with reference to the text.                                                               (10)
2003.  (a)  In Livy’s Horatius on the Bridge, what measures did the Senate take to ensure that the 

poorer citizens remained loyal in the face of the threatened attack by Lars Porsenna?     (20)

(b)  How does Livy succeed in making so dramatic this story of Horatius saving Rome?      (20)

(c)  From this story, what lessons do you think Livy wanted his Roman readers to learn?      (10)

2004.  Livy in his Preface, and in his treatment of the early Romans, tends to idealise the past at the 

           expense of his own age.

           Discuss this comment with reference to the prescribed extracts from Livy.

2006.  (a)  In Livy’s account of the Battle of Cannae, Describe how Hannibal defeated the Romans. (25)

(b)  Discuss the behaviour of the consul Paulus before and after the Battle of Cannae.            (10)

(c)  What is your impression of Hannibal as portrayed by Livy in the extracts on your course?
                                                                                                                                                           (15)
2007.  “History possesses the outstanding beneficial merit of setting all its varied lessons luminously

on record for our attention.” (Livy’s Preface)

Show how Livy uses stories from Rome’s history to highlight the virtues of patriotism and

courage.

In your answer, refer to the Livy extracts on your course.
2008.  (a)  How does Livy explain Hannibal’s great victory over the Romans at the Battle of Cannae?

(35)

(b)  Do you think Livy treated Hannibal fairly in the prescribed extracts? Explain your


answer.                                                                                                                         (15)
