Analysis: Books 15–16

In Books 15 and 16, the plot becomes much more c_______, as Homer p______ details and characters crucial for bringing the story to its ______. For the first time in the poem, the ______ of Odysseus and Telemachus c________. Athena must have them meet in the p______ of Eumaeus’s hut—a meeting in the palace might be ________, since princes and beggars have no reason to _________ with each other—so that Odysseus can ______ ___ ________ to his son without endangering his plans to ______ __________ upon the suitors. From a literary standpoint, the ______ of a king and prince reuniting in the lowly _____ __ __ ________ reaffirms these men’s h______ q_________. They are not simply the e__________ figures of e_________ and b________ hero, respectively, but rather emotional individuals with interior lives.

Up until the suitors’ discovery of Telemachus’s _________, Homer has generally refrained from __________ the suitors; they work much better as an un_________ mass of degenerate, one-________ characters with whom we have no desire to __________. But in the suitors’ ensuing debate, two sides emerge: one, whose spokesman is A________, is predictably ________; the other, however, advocates a more thoughtful and moderate position. To represent this latter side, Homer introduces the suitor A__________, who is t_________, p_____, and consider what the gods will think of a situation before doing anything _____; additionally, he is one of ________’s favorites. These positive attributes complicate the _______ of Odysseus’s revenge, as the suitors are no longer exclusively faceless v_____; Odysseus’s revenge will come at the expense not only of the truly m_______ suitors but also of the few who are not completely __________.

Helen’s and Theoclymenus’s interpretations of the separate _____ _____ rely on the _________ of Odysseus as an a________, p_______ creature: in each incident, a more powerful, regal bird (______, ______) asserts its s________ over a more common, v_________ one (_____, _____). Just as these birds of prey _______ ______ upon their unsuspecting prey, so too, the interpretations imply, will Odysseus _______ ____ ___ _______ without warning. Ancient Greek culture revered _______ as i_______ of u___________ d_______ w_____, and the prophet Theoclymenus, whom Telemachus finds, begins to play an important role. Over the next few books, the number of ______ in need of _________ rises dramatically, as Homer increasingly depicts the suitors as ___________ men and ever more explicitly foreshadows their ___________ _______.

Homer continues exploring how __________, or hospitality, reflects various characters’ concerns. Nestor’s insistence that Telemachus stay and feast with him in Pylos before returning to Ithaca confirms that he is a ____________, _____’-fearing man. Telemachus’s eagerness to avoid this social commitment may seem a breach of _______ _________, but, in desiring not to delay his return further, he resembles his ______ father. His evasion is justified by his p__________ of practical considerations—the need to return home quickly—over d_______ and other formal considerations. Besides, Telemachus’s warm reception of Theoclymenus, in addition to the genuine u_______ of the moment, takes some of the edge off of his apparent inconsiderateness.
